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Preface

The world we inhabit, as exhibited in patterns
of human activity—settlement and occupance
of area or place, movement, association, terri-
torial organization, economic endeavors, and
communication—is one largely of our own crea-
tion. No single scientific discipline or point of
view can adequately or satisfactorily explain
the diversity of these patterns. Geographers are
ideally suited for the study of such patterns, but
extensive borrowing from other disciplines has
contributed significantly to the development of
geographic insight.

The geographic perspective is spatial or terri-
torial in the way in which it organizes its
thoughts about human activity patterns, but an-
thropologists, economists, political scientists,
sociologists, and other social scientists have
much to tell about human behavior and motiva-
tion. Moreover, research into the nature and
performance of humankind has moved in other
directions where the talents of linguists and
psychologists, for example, have been brought
to bear; some of their findings have enriched the
assumptions and conclusions of geographic re-
search. But in this reaching out to other disci-
plines and fields of study, the geographer has
not ignored the contributions of history and of
historians, for how else could geography gain
the perspective of time and change?

This book focuses on the world created by
humankind, as expressed in the ways people
have in effect dealt with the world. Human ge-
ography is the geography of humankind; cul-
tural geography is the geography of human ex-
pression, inventiveness, and expectation. Only
a fine line divides the two subfields and it is a
division that need not concern us here. Both

human and cultural geography find ultimate ex-
pression in the landscape, which while a part of
the earth’s physical whole has, nevertheless,
been modified by human will and endeavor.

The Industrial Revolution, beginning about
the mid-eighteenth century in England, has
been a catalyst for the enormous transformation
of the modern landscape of humankind. There
have been massive movements of people, dif-
ferent settlement patterns have been created,
new forms of energy have come into use—and
these developments have in total greatly altered
traditional values, uses of resources, and hu-
man associations. This revolution continues to
play out its themes, in somewhat modified
form, throughout the world today.

The patterns on the earth, however, are not
solely the product of the Industrial Revolution.
They represent a composite of forces and fac-
tors that reach deep into history. An under-
standing of the modern landscape requires that
we do not reject the past. Rather, we must be
aware of it, and attempt to identify its more
important legacy. But we must not stop here.
Within our modern world, however complex
and confusing the patterns, however difficult
the task of assessing relationships among phe-
nomena, there are forces propelling the activi-
ties of humankind into new spatial forms as yet
dimly seen, if seen at all. The incredible speed
with which the communication (or electronics)
revolution has descended on us is ushering in a
geography that will see old patterns yielding to
new as the landscape succumbs to further
change. To say that humankind is always com-
ing out of the past and moving into the future is
to suggest simply that a degree of tension ac-
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companies the compression of time people are
forced to live with. And this tension is a feature
of life in the United States no less than in South
Africa, Poland, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, El Sal-
vador, or any other place on earth. A change in
the pulse of life in the United States is felt all
over today s world.

Because of the component of fast change,
this book begins with a reminder that humans
have not only created the environment in which
they live, their milieu, but they have also at-
tempted to be at home in it, to experience it.
Although humankind is apart from nature, it re-
mains very much a part of nature. From earliest
times, people have sought to understand the re-
lationship between nature and culture, the mi-
lieu in which they live. Culture, the product of a
rapidly developing mental capacity and the re-
membrance of past experience, has shaped our
patterns of thought, expression, and activity so
much that culture components, such as lan-
guage and religion, in turn shape behavior and
other cultural processes.

Humankind divides the earth and its re-
sources, though it is not a very just or equitable
distribution. Inequity is the basis of much politi-
cal activity whether conducted by national or
international associations or by jurisdictions
that have immediate effect on daily lives. Asso-
ciations that are more specifically social in ob-
jective, though not exclusively so, reflect also
how we feel about each other and the extent to
which we include or exclude. Our group stan-

dards often exclude our sharing with the less
privileged.

Cities have been the focus of much human
energy since earliest times. A new type of city
emerged with the Industrial Revolution, and
changing forms of energy, transportation, and
the Electronics Revolution may fashion still
newer city types. The impact of humankind’s
identification and usage of the earth’s resources
have also led to profound variations spatially in
the realm of agriculture and food production.
But the modern burdens placed on resources
raise pertinent questions of how humankind will
fare in the future. Populations are steadily
growing and multiplied needs and wants place
additional pressures on familiar patterns and
places. What the balance will be no one can
foretell, although on the basis of what is known,
it is certain that the future will hold more of
today’s stresses. Nor can we say how popula-
tion growth will guard the earth’s environment
from further jeopardy and the human habitat
from shantytown. We can attempt only to pro-
vide an assessment of the shape of our world
and how it came to be this way.

It is to these themes that this book is di-
rected. It does not attempt to introduce stu-
dents to every term or concept used by human
and cultural geographers. Rather, it seeks a
synthesis, and one that is the product of historic
forces, as a means of helping students compre-
hend the larger world they inhabit.
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Introduction

The whole speculative impulse and system-
atic zeal of traditional philosophy from Aris-
totle to Hegel was directed at first toward an
exhaustive treatment of the relationship be-
tween man and nature. Later, it moved to-
ward the relationship between man and man,
and still later to the relationship between
man and history. But philosophy ignored the
“human environments,” the reality that for
centuries represented the concrete world in
which we made our anguished efforts to live,
cohabit, and survive.

Tomas Maldonado,
Design, Nature, and Revolution, 1972




2 Introduction

“*Space’’ is the basic organizing concept of the
geographer (Whittlesey, 1954, p. 28). But, this
word can be ‘‘a treacherous philosophical
word’’ because of problems of interpretation
and definition (Blaut, 1961, p. 1). Given this
difficulty, then, geographers must distinguish
their field of study from the endeavors of other
social and natural scientists by the kinds of
questions they ask about the world around.
These may best be described as questions per-
taining to relationships and associations be-
tween phenomena that are distributed over the
surface of the earth. Understood in this man-
ner, geography can rightfully be called a spatial
science.

This focus on relationships and associations
has underlain geographic inquiry from earliest
times. Such questions, moreover, may be stud-
ied for the past as well as for the present. This
broad time perspective brings geographic study
close to history. Historians, however, are pri-
marily concerned with the record of human ac-
tivity over a given period of time. Geographers,
on the other hand, study human-activity pat-
terns in a spatial context whatever the period of
time. Above all, they recognize that because
activity patterns are not set for all time, rela-
tionships and associations are always in a state
of flux, ‘‘a coming out of the past and a going
into the future.”

THEMES IN GEOGRAPHY

As we know from the texts of early Greek ob-
servers, the basis of geography was the quite
ordinary human curiosity about the earth and
the people known to live on it. We need not
concern ourselves here with a precise dating of
the origins of this interest or of geography as a
recognizable field of study. The Greek scholars
of the sixth century B.c. and later, especially
the group of philosopher-naturalists, certainly
laid the foundations of a rational, as opposed to
a mythologic or religious, inquiry into the order

they believed underlay the structure of the uni-
verse. But, it had to wait until the work of Era-
tosthenes (¢. 276—196 B.c.) before the term ge-
ographer came into use.

Since that early period, geography as an
identifiable body of knowledge and interpreta-
tion has been subjected to the shifting currents
of philosophical thought and marked by signifi-
cant regional cultural orientation. Much of what
was once contained within the broad rubric of
geography (meaning in the classical sense earth
description) has broken away to constitute
more specialized fields of study, especially in
the natural sciences. Among these breakaway
fields are astronomy, meteorology, and ge-
ology.

As for the narrowing focus of geographic
study, it, too, has been subjected to changing
emphases, both as knowledge of the earth and
its inhabitants has grown and as perceptions of
humankind’s place have changed. From the
middle of the nineteenth to the early part of the
twentieth century, especially in Western Eu-
rope and the United States, the nature of the
relationship between humans and the earth’s
physical environment was a dominant theme in
geographic writing. Whether this relationship
was expressed in terms of environmental con-
trol or influence or in terms of the restraints
imposed on the capacity of humans to see or to
take advantage of opportunities or possibilities
inherent in the environment, the human-envi-
ronment theme was and has remained, although
somewhat modified today, an integral part of
geographic thought and writing.

Overlapping the period in which human-en-
vironment relationships drew scholarly atten-
tion was another period when the study of re-
gions was important (Whittlesey, 1954). An
interest in observable differences among peo-
ples and places has been part of the geographic
field since the Greeks made a point of drawing
attention to them. However, the study of re-
gions and their differences assumed a major
place in Western geography in the early dec-
ades of the twenticth century.



This interest in regional or areal differentia-
tion (Hartshorne, 1959), however, created, for a
subsequent generation of geographers, signifi-
cant philosophic and methodological difficul-
ties. The emphasis on differences led to the
conclusion that every region or landscape was
unique. This, in turn, prompted the criticism
(after World War 1I) that regional geography
afforded some excellent portraits of segments
of the earth’s surface, but it did not lead to any
underlying body of theory to advance knowl-
edge of the processes involved in shaping pat-
terns on the earth’s surface. On the other hand,
geographers, engaged in dividing the earth’s
surface into regions, found that the criteria they
chose for identifying regions were not necessar-
ily accepted by all colleagues because of highly
subjective methodologies. However, geogra-
phers continued to hold an interest in regions
and the differences that places exhibited in their
physical and cultural content (Fleming, 1973).

What the foregoing discussion suggests is
that, since World War II, there has been a ten-
dency to break with older traditions in geogra-
phy and to advance a perspective on the field
that demands definition and investigation along
stricter lines. To emphasize their search for a
new focus of study, many of the postwar gener-
ation of geographers termed their field the “‘new
geography.”” What intrigued this new genera-
tion was the notion that there are principles that
govern human spatial behavior and that these
principles are generally applicable over the
earth’s surface (Abler et al., 1971). According
to these objectives, the field of geography has
been clearly identified as a social and behav-
ioral science.

Even though they may recognize that some
features of the earth’s surface are due to unique
causes—that is, an association of phenomena
unlike any other association—geographers of
the behavioral school have emphasized the gen-
erality of human experience, whatever the cul-
tural heritage, wherever the location on the
earth. Essential to this emphasis, then, has
been the need to define human activities in spa-

Themes in Geography 3

tial terms and to recognize a causal relationship
between spatial structure and spatial process.
“‘People generate spatial processes in order to
satisfy their needs and desires and these pro-
cesses create spatial structures which in turn
influence and modify geographical processes™
(Abler et al., 1971, p. 60).

The remarkable strides made by contempo-
rary geography to develop a methodology that
would permit precise measurement of geo-
graphic phenomena have been accomplished by
intense interest in a number of subthemes. The
1950s and 1960s saw studies of economic re-
gionalization (an interest shared with European
and, especially, Soviet bloc countries) and of
central place. Almost parallel in time was the
growth of interest in innovation diffusion as a
spatial process, a topic that had already re-
ceived much attention in Sweden.

In the 1960s, the civil rights movement drew
attention to the contribution of blacks to Ameri-
can life and to the fact that, a century aftcr
emancipation, blacks in the United States con-
tinued to face a multitude of social barriers that,
upon inspection, revealed themselves in the
spatial structure of society. In Great Britain,
concern with questions of inequality and ineq-
uity produced a trend in geographic thinking
that was inspired by, and drew heavily on,
Marxist notions of conflict and exploitation. A
similar concern in the United States spawned a
group of geographers who found expression in a
“radical’ publication, called Antipode.

The larger awareness that grew out of the
civil rights movement and the war in Vietnam
was accompanied by a concern for human-
kind’s general impact on the environment. This
shift in interest among some geographers was
stimulated by what was coming to be called the
environmental crisis. Geographers in the
United States had to a large degree thrown out
their interest in the physical environment with
the ‘‘new geography’’ of the postwar period.
Now, they found that the natural and biologic
sciences had moved quickly to tackle the prob-
lems that suddenly seemed to command atten-
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tion. These were dominated by the growth of
population; the expansion of cities, industries,
and the automobile; the apparent depletion of
natural resources; and the deterioration of the
environment in general.

The behavioralist emphasis in modern geog-
raphy, which now can be seen in perspective,
was part of a movement within the social sci-
ences generally. This brought a reassertion of
interest in the human condition and to a fuller
geographic treatment of it. Some geographers
had never been fully convinced of the validity
of some of the claims made for the ‘‘new geog-
raphy’’; others had rejected behavioralism be-
cause they found that it denied a realm of hu-
man knowledge to which they were especially
committed, namely the intuitive. Basic to this
school of geography, which called itself human-
istic, was the recognition that geographers are
not merely detached observers of phenomena
“‘out there,”” but that they are very much part
of the process of observation and analysis.
Whether they admitted it or not, the geogra-
phers’ perceptions of the world colored their
analysis.

Humanistic studies, in general, have found
expression in a broad range of topics: concern
for humanity as a whole and for those who have
been excluded from full participation in society;
concern for society and the values that shape
human behavior and the landscape; and, ulti-
mately, concern for the individual in society
and his or her fuller personal development
through the expansion of awareness of the
world and his or her agency for the creation of a
more humane world. Above all, humanistic
studies have reaffirmed an interest in landscape
studies.

THE SEARCH FOR
COMPREHENSION AND
UNDERSTANDING

There is a widespread desire on the part of stu-
dents in a world that is subject to forces that

cause major changes in every field of human
endeavor to come to grips with them. They
want to understand, first of all, what has gone
into producing the world and the patterns of
relationships and associations that they have
been taught to identify. Second, they want to
understand the nature of the forces that are sub-
Jecting these patterns to change and modifica-
tion. Above all, they want to know if they really
are powerless to have any positive input into
the course of events that shape and reshape
their world. They are concerned, in the final
analysis, as to how they can remain human
when they seem powerless to have any impact
on events and institutions that seem to demean
their humanity as well as how they can find
meaning in the world through a structuring of
the mass of information with which they are
bombarded daily.

Zelinsky has written that “‘genuine progress
in human welfare, ultimate success in the pro-
longed struggle to become fully human, and
most immediately evading disaster of a truly
major magnitude for man and most of his fellow
passengers on Spaceship Earth, may well hinge
upon the promptest sort of corrective action™
(Zelinsky, 1970, p. 498).

Geography and its subfields of human and
cultural geography may not be the single disci-
pline that will shed light on all the problems
facing mankind and offer solutions, but *‘it is
hard to imagine any workable therapy that ex-
cludes it”’ (Zelinsky, 1970, p. 498).

But, geography and the study of geography
require something of the student in return.
Young students of the field need, above all, to
become aware of themselves in society. They
need also to be aware of the values by which
their society lives. Buttimer has stressed, with
considerable feeling and conviction, that *‘to
possess a system of values means that one
wants and is convinced that the world ought to
have a certain structure’’ (Buttimer, 1974, p.
38). Values influence our choice of alternatives
and patterns of activity. Values, Buttimer em-
phasizes, make our actions intentional and im-



pose responsibility. Such a notion has con-
cerned thinkers from Plato onward, but no one
has put it more aptly, nor more poetically, than
William Wordsworth:

Happy is he who lives to understand, not
human nature
only, but explores all nature,—to the end that
he may
find the law that governs each.
(The Excursion, Book 4, 1814)
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