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s a discipline, criminology should be concerned with the causes of

crime—the traditional emphasis of sociologists—as well as with criminal

justice and correctional systems. The study should include law as well as
the social sciences. This text covers all of the major areas of criminological study
and does so from the perspective of the social sciences and law.

The Approach of the Book

The integrated approach of the book is a result of my years of teaching crimi-
nology to undergraduates, my background as a law professor and legal con-
sultant, and my experience as a social scientist. In teaching undergraduates, I
have been impressed with their eagerness to learn how law relates to the tradi-
tional topics covered in criminology and criminal justice courses, even to the
point that they enjoy reading and briefing court cases. For this reason I have in-
cluded some excerpts from appellate opinions to illustrate concepts and to
demonstrate the role of courts in the reformation of criminal justice systems.
As a social scientist, I want to ensure that the text discusses the results of so-
ciological research on criminal justice systems and does so in a context of socio-
logical theory. Summaries and critiques of classic works in criminology, analy-
ses of recent social science research, and attention to major social science
theorists who have contributed significantly to the study of crime are included.
The responses to the eight previous editions of this text confirm that students
and faculty find the integration of law and social science to be a viable approach
to the study of criminal behavior. No less important to users of earlier editions
has been the assessment of society’s response to criminal behavior. Therefore, I
have retained the text’s integrated approach but have made some significant re-
visions and numerous updates. The text retains the 15-chapter format, but it has
been shortened to reflect the preferences of faculty and students who use the text.

Organization and New Features

Part I, “Introduction to the Study of Crime and Criminology,” introduces the
study of criminology and criminal law. Chapter 1, “Crime, Criminal Law, and
Criminology,” explains and analyzes the concept of crime. Its discussion of the
concept of law covers the nature and purpose as well as the limits of law, look-
ing in particular at law as a method of social control. The chapter is considerably
shorter than in the previous edition. It retains its function as an overview chap-
ter but leaves the details to subsequent chapters.

Chapter 2, “The Measurement of Crime and Its Impact,” focuses on the com-
pilation of crime data through official and unofficial methods, utilizing the most
recent data available up until the final stages of production of the manuscript.
This chapter features an updated discussion of hate crimes as well as material
on the variables of age, race, and gender as they relate to criminal offenders and
crime victims.

Part II, “Explanations of Criminal Behavior,” contains four chapters on causa-
tion. Chapter 3, “Early Explanations of Criminal Behavior and Their Modern
Counterparts,” begins with brief overviews of the perception of crime and meth-
ods of studying crime before exploring the historical explanations of criminal be-
havior that have strongly influenced modern developments. The classical and
positive schools of thought are explained, contrasted, and related to current
philosophies of punishment and sentencing. I have updated the discussions of

vii
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Preface

rehabilitation, retribution and revenge, and deterrence with the most recent in-
formation available. The system impact of the move toward determinate sen-
tencing is discussed, along with an analysis of punishment. These topics are il-
lustrated with such cases as that of Jerry Williams, who was sentenced to 25 years
to life in prison under the California “three-strikes” statute after he was con-
victed of stealing a pizza from children. After the California Supreme Court’s
1994 case on the sentencing law, Williams was resentenced to six years.

Chapter 4, “Biological and Psychological Theories of Criminal Behavior,” rec-
ognizes the increasing attention that is being given to variables such as chemi-
cal imbalance, substance abuse, psychological problems, intelligence, and oth-
ers that may be related to criminal behavior, especially violence. A complete
discussion of criminology cannot ignore these issues even though they remain
controversial. This version of the chapter features a new section on attention
deficit disorder (ADD).

Part I concludes with two chapters on sociological explanations of criminal
behavior. Chapter 5, “Sociological Theories of Criminal Behavior I: The Social-
Structural Approach,” focuses on the relationship between social structure and
criminal behavior. Chapter 6, “Sociological Theories of Criminal Behavior II:
Social-Process Theories,” deals with the processes by which criminal behavior
may be acquired. Although these two chapters follow essentially the same for-
mat as in the previous edition, the material has been updated and features an
analysis of female criminality.

Social scientists continue to contribute to our understanding of criminal be-
havior through their careful research and data analyses; their contributions
since the publication of the eighth edition of this text have been included. Re-
cent crimes, such as those committed by juveniles on school grounds and the
killing of newborns by their mothers, are used to illustrate some of the concepts
discussed. Chapter 6 contains new material on most sociological process theo-
ries as well as on the relationship of pornography to crime, in particular the use
of minors in pornography and the role pornography might play in violence
against women.

Part III, “Types of Crime,” includes Chapter 7, “Violent Crimes,” which in-
troduces the study of criminology typologies. This chapter reflects the interest-
ing changes that have occurred in crime data since the writing of the eighth edi-
tion of this text. It elaborates on the coverage of violent crimes among juveniles
as well as on hate crimes targeted at persons with same-gender sexual orienta-
tion, women, and racial minorities. New to this edition are sections on stalking
and the relation between gender and robbery. In addition, the chapter contains
material on workplace and campus crimes, bank robberies, forcible rape, do-
mestic violence, and gun control.

Chapter 8, “Property Crimes,” includes current information on all major and
minor property crimes. Particular attention is given to crimes such as credit card
theft as well as the problems of repeat offenders. The discussion of the crime of
carjacking is updated. Chapter 9, “Business and Government-Related Crimes,”
sports a slight change in title from the previous edition’s “Business World
Crimes.” The new title reflects the emphasis on government-related crimes as
well as the traditional crimes of the business world. It contains more on com-
puter crimes, including computer pornography. Some crimes of the business
world are illustrated by high-profile cases involving famous persons, such as
the fraud crimes of Leona Helmsely, Darryl Strawberry, Willie McCovey, Duke
Snikder, and Steffi Graf, and the computer crimes of hackers such as Robert T.
Morris Jr., Stephen James, Kevin Lou Poulsen, and Kevin Mettnick. The chapter
also includes discussions of the basis of legal liability for business crimes, prod-
ucts liability crimes, and environmental crimes. The discussion of fraud in-
cludes health care and insurance fraud as well as financial institution fraud.
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Chapter 10, “Organized Crime, Drug Trafficking, and Terrorism,” describes
recent developments in these three critical areas of criminal activities. The
chapter in the previous edition referred to numerous current events; those have
been updated where necessary, as the material in these areas changes quickly
and dramatically. A new section on the war on drugs discusses the recent de-
velopments in that controversial area, while the chapter’s focus on terrorism
includes updated information on the World Trade Center bombing, the Okla-
homa City bombing, the Unabomber, and events relating to recent terroristic
bombings in Africa.

Part 1V, “Criminal Justice Systems,” includes three chapters. Chapter 11, “U.S.
Criminal Justice Systems,” introduces the procedures, stages, and steps of crim-
inal justice systems. With its overview of the constitutional rights of defendants
in the adversary system, it sets the stage for subsequent chapters in Part IV. The
chapter focuses on four major constitutional rights of defendants: the right to be
free from unreasonable search and seizure, the right not to testify against one-
self, the right to counsel, and the right to a trial by jury. Relevant court cases are
incorporated throughout.

Chapter 12, “Police,” has some outline changes, with the deletion of sub-
heads, but it retains the major topics of the previous edition. The material is up-
dated, but particular attention is given to the recent changes in affirmative ac-
tion policies that may affect criminal justice systems. The chapter contains
discussions of community-oriented and problem-oriented policing as well as of
police stress. It features a new subhead on vehicle pursuit, more information on
the Mollen Report, and attention to the recent FBI lab problems. It contains more
information on police violence against citizens and a discussion of recent
Supreme Court cases affecting policing in the United States.

Chapter 13, “Court Systems,” provides an overview of the criminal justice
processes that occur in the courts, from pretrial to posttrial. Significant
changes in court systems, especially in sentencing, are an important part of
this chapter. Recent court cases are featured, with special attention given to ju-
dicial and legislative attempts to reduce habeas corpus appeals. The serious
problem of court congestion is addressed. More information is contained on
drug courts, the three-strikes approach to sentencing, and the impact of gen-
der and race on sentencing.

Part V, “Social Reactions to Crime: Corrections,” contains two chapters.
Chapter 14, “The Confinement of Offenders,” includes a brief historical account
of the emergence of prisons and jails for punishment; discusses U.S. contribu-
tions to this movement; and distinguishes jails, prisons, and community correc-
tions. Jail and prison overcrowding is one focus of this chapter; the review in-
cludes an analysis of the attempted solutions to this serious problem. The
inmate’s social world within prison is discussed, as are prison violence and con-
trol. The chapter’s overview of inmates’ legal rights updates such recent issues
as whether inmates have a constitutional right to a smoke-free environment.
Health issues within prisons are noted, along with the effects of maxi-maxi pris-
ons on prison conditions and inmate conduct. The impact of the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) is examined, and additional information is provided on
privatization of prisons.

Chapter 15, “Corrections in the Community” contains a discussion of the
types of community correctional facilities and programs along with updated in-
formation on probation and parole. A topic that was new to the eighth edition,
Megan'’s laws, was essentially rewritten because of the changes in that area of
law and correctional practice. The discussion of shock incarceration and boot
camps takes on a new focus, as some jurisdictions have eliminated their pro-
grams. Efforts to abolish parole are illustrated by an exhibit on the killing of a
New York police officer by a parolee.
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Tools for Learning

As in the previous edition, I have included numerous learning aids to help stu-
dents comprehend the text’s wealth of material. Each chapter of the ninth edi-
tion begins with an abstract, an outline, and a list of key terms. Key terms are
identified in boldface within the text and are defined in the margin throughout;
they are also collected in a comprehensive glossary at the end of the text. Each
chapter concludes with a summary that serves as an additional tool for review.

The numerous boxed inserts support the book’s integration of social science
research and law. Figures, maps, graphs, and charts feature the most current
data available on a wide variety of topics. Additional inserts, labeled “Exhibits,”
provide insights and background information on current events, legal decisions,
and other topics of interest. The legal excerpts within the text show how legal
decisions affect criminal justice systems. All legal citations have been checked to
determine whether any changes have been made on appeal; all statutes are up-
dated to the latest possible time during the production process.

Appendix A contains selected constitutional amendments to provide quick
and easy reference to the reader who wishes to read the full amendment men-
tioned in the text. Appendix B discusses how to read a case citation. The indexes
are divided by cases, names, and general subject topics.

A Note on the Updates

I have made every effort to ensure that all facets of the text—the social science
discussions, research, citations, legal decisions, statutes, examples, and in-
serts—are as current and up-to-date as they possibly can be. Citations of all the
legal cases were checked just before the book went to press to include any
changes in their status—such as revised, affirmed, or an indication that a higher
court has agreed to hear the case.

Supplementary Material

The Instructor’s Manual and Test Item File prepared by Lynn Newhart provides
numerous teaching tips, a chapter overview, objectives, lecture and discussion
topics, and film and video resources. The test item file portion contains essay
questions, multiple-choice questions, and true/false questions.
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