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Preface

As in previous editions, this seventh edition of Developing Reading Versatil-
ity provides a variety of reading lessons and practices for college students who
need to improve their skills at all levels of comprehension: literal, critical, and
affective. This text can be used as the core component of a program or as a sup-
plemental textbook in reading labs. The diverse readings and ample exercises
allow instructors to be flexible in their approach, taking into account the re-
quirements of their courses and the needs of their students.

Literal comprehension, the most basic level of understanding, is reinforced in
the text through practices in vocabulary, numerous comprehension questions,
flexible reading, and study reading. Practices use material from graphs and
graphic figures, advertisements, textbooks, magazines, and newspapers. Literal
readings help students learn to recall main ideas, identify facts, and determine
the sequence of events. Cross-disciplinary textbook passages and chapters are
used in many practices to help students develop reading-study skill strategies.

Critical comprehension sKills are also reinforced through lessons and prac-
tices based on a wide range of reading materials. These skills include distin-
guishing between fact and opinion; recognizing an author’s intent, attitude,
and tone; detecting bias and propaganda techniques; recognizing inferences;
and forming conclusions using induction and deduction.

Affective comprehension is an area often overlooked in many reading text-
books. It is defined as a personal aesthetic reaction to and awareness of writing
style, technique, and quality. Practices in this unit teach students ways to read af-
fectively and how to recognize images and analogies in affective language. Imagi-
native literature (essays, short stories, and poems) is included in this section.

While retaining the basic tripartite organization and the successful features
of its predecessors, such as clearly explained reading and study strategies, numer-
ous practices, a clear and interrelated series of comprehension strategies, and vo-
cabulary building exercises, this edition also incorporates various innovations:

Twenty new reading selections and practices are now included, all having been
field tested in college classes.

Application practices encourage students to use their new skills for their other
courses.

Each chapter ends with “Putting It All Together”—a section that incorporates
work with both comprehension and reading rate flexibility.

“Introducing . . .” selections, designed to reinforce students’ perceptions of the
importance of reading to their lives, provide background information and

thought provoking messages about reading and writing from well-known au-
thors and other public figures.



vi

PREFACE

Ancillaries

* Reading rate information is included in each chapter to insure attention is given

to reading rate at each level of comprehension.

Expanded coverage of study-reading skills provides more practice surveying,
more information on test-taking skills, and more practice with actual chapters
from textbooks. The section on scanning graphic aids has been updated. This
chapter covers so much important information that we recommend assigning it
section by section.

More information on using computers is included, from keeping vocabulary lists
on computer to information about getting started on the Internet and using it to
research various topics.*

Developing Reading Versatility, Seventh Edition, helps students understand
that reading is complex; that background, purposes, and motivation determine
the quality of comprehension; and that there are no right or wrong answers to
some questions. What it can’t do is guarantee that there will be an automatic
transfer of what this book teaches to the “real world” of everyday reading and
the reading required in college courses. But with hard work and practice, trans-
fer will begin to happen.

Some instructors prefer that answers to practices be bound in a separate an-
swer key, and one is available. But because other instructors prefer answers to be
accessible to students, class sets of the answer key are available on request. To re-
quest the answer key, write to the Developmental English Editor, Harcourt Brace
College Publishers, 301 Commerce Street, Suite 3700, Forth Worth, TX 76 102, or
contact your local Harcourt Brace sales representative.

Also available is Reading Tutor software. This software helps students
practice many of the skil:ls covered in this book using ten different reading se-
lections. Included in the software are multiple choice, identification, or open-
ended questions.
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Your “No-Money-Back Guarantee”

“We guarantee your money will be refunded in full if you fail to double
your reading rate with no loss in comprehension in just one lesson!”

Ever hear or read an ad like that? You probably have. They seem to appear
everywhere. Maybe you’ve even signed up for a course that made such claims.
But if you did, it obviously didn’t work or you wouldn’t be reading this book.
Every year, thousands of dollars—most of them wasted—are spent on books,
courses, and gadgets that claim to double or triple reading powers. Some readers
do increase their reading ability during these courses, but the majority of them
drop right back to their original reading habits when the course is over or the
gadget wears out.

This book offers you no money-back guarantee if you fail to read any better
after completing it than you do now. It is quite possible that you could do well
on every exercise in this book and still continue to read the way you do now.
Why? Because you might fail to use the information gained from this book when
you read material outside the book. In other words, unless you practice in all
your reading what you do and learn in this book, there will be no transfer of
skills. You will just be kidding yourself that you are reading better. Thus, while
we can guarantee that the book may be helpful, we can’t be sure of you. So, no
money-back guarantee.

However, to get the most for your money, here are some points and sugges-
tions for you to consider.

1. Turn to the Contents. Notice that this book is divided into three units. Each unit
provides you with a variety of exercises in one level of comprehension. Together,
these three different levels of understanding will bring you closer to a total com-
prehension of what you read. Actually, no Great Reading God in the Sky said,
“Let there be three levels of comprehension. Zap!” These divisions are made only
to help you see the many facets of comprehension.

2. Don'’t feel obligated to do every practice in each unit. How much practice you need
depends on how much more competent you want to be in each area.

3. Become conscious of your reading rate. Some of the explanations and practices
throughout this book deal with reading rate. If you are a very slow reader—aver-
aging, say, 150 words per minute—you will find these drills very beneficial.
These practices will help you break your slow reading rate habits.

4. Increase your speed. In each chapter, some of the practices in this book are timed
for speed. The pressure of speed is used to prod you from your normal reading
habits and get you used to faster rates. But don’t make speed your entire goal.
Your speed will automatically increase as a by-product of the good reading
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YOUR “NO-MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE”

habits you will learn here. Reading speeds vary depending on purpose, material,
and vocabulary levels.

. Don’t expect overnight miracles. Lifetime results can be obtained from the prac-

tices you do here if you learn from your mistakes as well as your successes. It
takes, time, effort, and patience to change reading habits you have developed
over many years.

. Develop your discussion skills. Some of the practice questions can’t be answered in

a key, and in these cases the class should discuss them. Discussion is necessary
for developing comprehension skills. Engage in class discussion; don'’t just sit
back and listen to others, especially when you are working in Unit Three.

. Keep records. A Student Record Chart is provided so you can keep a record of your

various practice work. Don’t be worried about ups and downs in rate and com-
prehension scores. It’s normal to fluctuate. Also, don’t be fooled into thinking
that because your scores go up on the chart that you are reading better in mate-

rials outside the text. Only you can actually determine how much success you
are feeling.

With these things said, you are ready to get down to work. Just remember;
the responsibility for learning and transfer of learning is yours. Are you willing
to place a money-back guarantee on yourself?
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LITERAL
COMPREHENSION

Comprehension is the act of understanding or the capacity to understand.
But as you know, the act of understanding is not always simple. In order to help
you develop your ability to comprehend better, this book is divided into three
levels of comprehension: literal, critical, and affective. None of these levels is ac-
tually a separate entity. Each of the three depends on the others. Think of total
comprehension as a diamond. If we want to look more closely at that diamond,
we can look separately at each of its facets or polished sides. The more facets, the
more glimmer to the diamond.

You are going to be working separately with three facets of comprehension.
Each of the three facets will be further broken down so that you can “polish”
the skills necessary to get maximum comprehension of what you read. If you
look at the diagram that follows on page 2, you will notice that each leg of the tri-
angle represents one level of comprehension. Literal comprehension is at the
bottom of the triangle; it’s the most basic, the foundation for understanding.
Literal comprehension skills include such things as vocabulary knowledge, un-
derstanding main ideas and supporting details, study-reading strategies, graphic
aids scanning, and rate flexibility.

The second leg of the triangle is critical comprehension, which requires
separating fact from opinion; recognizing an author’s intent, attitude, tone, and
bias; being able to draw inferences; and drawing conclusions. All of these skills
are presented for your practice in Unit Two—along with continued practice of
the skills from Unit One.

The third part of the triangle represents affective comprehension, which re-
quires an understanding of figurative language, use of the imagination and feel-
ings, and an awareness of the aesthetics of imaginative and expository writings.

Copyright © 1997 by Harcourt Brace College Publishers. All rights reserved.



2 LITERAL COMPREHENSION

fact/opinion figurative language

attitude imagination

feelings/
emotions

inference COMPREHENSION

aesthetic

conclusions awareness

LITERAL

vocabulary
main ideas
supporting
details
rate
flexibility
study skills
graphics

Unit Three deals with these skills. By the time you have finished with the last
unit, you will have had continual practice using all three levels of comprehen-
sion. It is important as you work through this book to keep in mind that each
skill eventually builds upon the others.

What Is Literal Comprehension?

This first unit deals with just one of three complex levels of total compre-
hension, the literal level. Literal comprehension is that basic level of under-
standing that entails the ability to recognize words accurately, to identify main
ideas and supporting details, to understand a sequence of events, to recognize
cause-and-effect relationships, to interpret directions, and to understand organi-
zational patterns used in various types of reading matter. It is the level of com-
prehension you use when you follow a cooking recipe or the directions for
putting a swing set together. It is also the level of comprehension necessary for
understanding the main ideas in a news story, a magazine article, or a chapter
from a textbook. More simply put, it is the most basic level of understanding,
providing the foundation for the development of the two higher levels, namely,
critical and affective comprehension.

Of the three levels of comprehension, literal comprehension is probably the
most used. That is because everyday reading skills, such as skimming and scan-
ning telephone directories, catalogues, movie and television listings, and even
reading the newspaper or a favorite magazine, seldom require anything but lit-
eral comprehension. In addition, most training in reading courses from the
early grades through college classes places greater emphasis on literal recall than
on critical or affective comprehension. This is not to say that there is no train-
ing in these areas, but an examination of materials and tests used in reading
courses, as well as in other subjects, reveals a strong reliance on literal compre-
hension with more stress on recall than on forming judgments, evaluations, or
personal reactions at the critical and affective levels. In spite of daily use, how-
ever, most people do not read as well as they could at the literal level.

Reading is much more than just recognizing words on a page. Knowing the
meaning and function of words you are reading is naturally basic, but you must

Copyright © 1997 by Harcourt Brace Coliege Publishers. All rights reserved.



