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We want you to enjoy reading this textbook and to learn a great deal. We have writ-
ten this book to share with you the excitement we feel about teaching.

Teachers, Schools, and Society is designed for introductory courses in teacher ed-
ucation variously labeled Introduction to Education; Introduction to Teaching,
Schools, and Society; or Foundations of Education. The primary intent of such a
course, whatever its label, is to provide you with sufficiently broad yet detailed expo-
sure to the realities of teaching. The text should help you answer those all-important
questions: Do 1 want to become a teacher? What do I need to become the best teacher
possible? What should a professional in the field of education know? To help you an-
swer these questions, we offer a panoramic and stimulating view of education.

Content Coverage

We have elected to view the field from several vantage points. In Part One, you will
see the world of teachers and students from a new perspective—the teacher’s side of
the desk. In Part Two, your field of vision will be widened, so that you can examine
the structure, culture, and curriculum of that complex place called school. Part Three
then examines the broad forces (historical, legal, financial, organizational, and philo-
sophical) that provide an educational foundation. In Part Four, you will have a
chance to examine, debate, and speculate about issues and trends. Following each of
the four parts are Inter-missions, based on the INTASC principles. The Inter-missions of-
fer you the opportunity to develop crucial skills related to the teaching profession
and to start your teaching portfolio. The Appendix contains information about teacher
licensing, including relevant addresses; National Teacher Examination Information;
and an Observation Manual with guidelines and strategies for collecting important in-
formation about teaching as you observe in schools.

Style of Presentation
The trouble with panoramic views is that the observer is often at such a distance from
what is being viewed that all richness of detail is lost. Vague outlines devoid of hu-
man interaction dominate the scene. To clear this haze, at various points throughout
the text we have replaced our wide-angle lens with a more intimate view that cap-
tures the human drama as well. For example, in many chapters, we introduce tradi-
tionally dry, abstract topics with illustrative scenarios that help personalize and
dramatize the topic at hand. The In the News feature offers insightful, humorous,
and poignant educational news items taken from newspapers, the Internet, and
the popular press. Class Acts offer personal insights into teaching and schooling.
Several “pop” quizzes probe your prior knowledge and beliefs and introduce, even
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PREFACE

personalize, governance, law, and philosophy. We hope that these stylistic elements,
along with a writing style that is deliberately informal rather than academic, will add

spice and human interest to the text.

Changes in This Edition

This fifth edition of Teachers, Schools, and Society is designed to improve an already
comprehensive text through the following changes:

New features include

Class Acts is a collection of personal stories by exceptional students and
teachers.

Inter-missions include activities to help you reflect on teaching, build a
portfolio, and enhance your understanding of the concepts in this text.

(The Inter-missions are based on the INTASC standards.)

In the News provides recent, relevant, humorous, and poignant stories taken
from the pages of today’s newspapers and the Internet.

Our Textbook Web site: www.mhhe.com/sadker

Photos in Contrast offers visual evidence of how education is shaped by time,
economics, and culture.

Focus Questions and Chapter Previews offer an initial overview of chapter
highlights.

Key Terms and People and chapter Summaries pull together the main ideas
discussed in each chapter.

New/expanded topics and issues. Topics receiving increased attention in
this edition include induction, technology, ethics, student diversity, multiple
and emotional intelligences, national standards and testing, and the
emergence of EMOs (Educational Maintenance Organizations).

New chapters. A chapter on the induction period, “Your First Classroom,” has
been added, exploring the issues and resources that are a part of that first
teaching experience. “Technology in Education” also is new, offering insights
into the fast pace of computer technology in schools. To make room for these
additions, we have combined former Chapters 10 and 12 into “Financing and
Governing America’s Schools” (Chapter 10). Also, ethics was included as the
“Law and Ethics” chapter was reshaped (Chapter 11), as was “The Struggle for
Educational Opportunity,” which pulls together issues on student diversity and
contemporary social challenges. The chapter “Schools, and Beyond” now
includes a great deal more on the choice and options issues involved in
schools. The four major parts of the text have also been modified and retitled.
Multicultural focus. Special attention is given to the topic of student
diversity, which may be the single most critical issue facing our schools and
society in the decades ahead. Accordingly, we have updated “Student
Diversity” (Chap-ter 4). History, curricular issues, relevant laws, and
instructional strategies that impact diversity have been infused throughout the
book. We have also reorganized our important discussion of women'’s struggle
for educational equality.

Technology has been greatly expanded throughout the text, as well as the
“Technology in Schools” chapter. Technological insights are infused
throughout the book.

Web site. The web site that accompanies this book offers additional learning
resources, review questions to help you prepare for examinations, addresses
and links to supporting web sites and information, and the opportunities to



Preface

speak with students in other institutions using this text and to chat with the

author at prescheduled times. You can also visit the Virtual High School at

www.concord.org! Visit our web site at www.mhhe.com/sadker
s Accompanying instructional and learning resources. This new edition
of Teachers, Schools, and Society is accompanied by

1. Instructor’s manual and test bank. For each chapter, the instructor is provided
with a brief overview, a list of learning objectives, and a variety of in-class
and field activities. The test bank includes hundreds of matching, true-
false, multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions in written or
electronic format.

2. Overhead transparencies. A set of color overhead transparencies is available
free to users of this text. These transparencies include figures from the
book, as well as outside material prepared especially for this text. Many also
available on PowerPoint.

3. Web site support. Student projects, activities, resources, links to relevant
sights and even practice questions can be assigned to support instructional
opportunities.

4. Videotape. Created especially for this text, the videotape explores several of
the book’s key concepts. More than passive viewing, the tape is designed to
encourage student analysis of classroom scenes and to spark discussions of
relevant issues. This videotape brings elementary and secondary school
realities to the college classroom.
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