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MACA has been known as the "Oriental Monte Carol", a fascinating destination blending Chinese and
Portuguese Cultures!

Macao Special Administrative Region is made up of two islands (Taipa and Coloane) and a compact peninsula dangling
off the Guangdong mainland into the South China Sea. Taipa Island is linked to the peninsula by two bridges (Macao-Taipa
Bridge, and Friendship Bridge), and a causeway links Taipa with Coloane. Macao adjoins the city of Zhuhai. Guangzhou (Can-
ton) is 145 km to the north and Hong Kong is 60 km to the east. The total area of Macao is 25.8 km? and the population is
around 450,000 residents, with the majority of Chinese. Cantonese, Portuguese and English are the most three widely used
languages. The major transportations entering Macao are: Macao International Airport, Macao-Hong Kong Ferry, Heliport and
Zhuhai Highway.

Macao was originally under the jurisdiction of Xiangshan (Zhongshan City), Guangdong. She was taken over by the Por-
tuguese in the mid-sixteenth century, and had been under Portuguese administration for more than 400 years. Chinese Gov-
ernment resumed exercising dominion over Macao on December 20, 1999 and Macao had becoming a Special Administrative
Region of China.

Macao has always displayed an atmosphere where Asia meets Europe, and where the Chinese culture lives side by side
with the Portuguese One. For example, Ruins of St. Paul, Penha Church & Bishop's Residence, and Leal Senado Square are
traditional Portuguese architectures, while A-Ma Temple, Kum lam Tong, Lou Lin loc Garden, and Sun Yat-Sen Memorial
House demonstrate specific Chinese characteristics.

Tourism (including gambling) is one the major industries in Macao. There are more than 10 casinos including Lisboa Casi-
no, Holiday Inn Casino, and Macao Palace Casino. You may also find other range of games such as horse racing, greyhound
racing and sports lottery. Moreover, Grand Prix Race in Novembers has become one of the largest festivals in town.

Macao is also a paradise for cuisine, with a concentration of restaurants offering many different cuisines from all over the
world. In addition to the popular Cantonese food, the most delicious Portuguese dishes are: Jagra de ovos (sweet egg tart),
Galinha Portuguesa (Chicken cooked in the oven together with potatoes, and onions), Minchi (minced beef with fried potatoes),
and Linguado Macao (Macao sole fried and usually served with green salad).

Among other things, Macao is a peaceful town with relaxation, recreation and relief from the crowded city. Walking by the
seashore, you will discover some other charming elements in your miracle vacation.

When the East meets the West, here is a fantastic Macao!
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