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PREFACE

THE considerable number of decisions of war crimes tribunals
and of other courts bearing upon the law of war accounts to a
large extent for the circumstance that the size of the present
volume is more than twice that of its predecessor. In fact,
decisions in the field of the law of war occupy one half of the
volume. As in the case of other parts of the Digest, some of these
decisions have not been reported elsewhere. The reports of
others are far from being easily accessible. This is one of the
reasons why the Editor has adhered to the policy, followed in
the last seven volumes, of reproducing verbatim those parts of
the reports which bear upon international law and the contents
of which justify quotation in full.

Like its predecessors, this volume could not have been
produced but for the devoted labours of the contributors whose
names appear on the preceding page. I am conscious that this
bare acknowledgement of their collaboration does but scant
justice to an exacting and arduous task selflessly fulfilled. To
all of them the Editorial Committee and the Editor wish to
convey their grateful thanks.

I was fortunate in being able to rely on the continued
encouragement and assistance of the Advisory Committee with
regard both to the selection of cases and to the various adminis-
trative problems of the Annual Digest. In particular, I was in
the position to avail myself of the active interest of Judge
McNair in everything pertaining to the Digest.

I am much indebted to Mrs. G. Lyons, B.Sc. (Econ.), who,
as in the past, undertook the onerous task of reading the proof ;
to Mr. A. B. Lyons, M.A., LL.B,, for preparing the Index ; and
to Miss I. Ursell, B.A., for able secretarial assistance and for
compiling the various Tables of Cases.

To the Publishers, Messrs. Butterworth & Co., and to the
Printers,” Messrs. R. & R. Clark, of Edinburgh, and their
compositors and reader, the Editor is glad to express his deep
appreciation of their patient and courteous assistance in the
production of the most comprehensive volume of the Digest
published so far.

H. LAUTERPACHT

TrINITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE
1 May 1953
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