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PREFACE

HE New Oxford Atlas is a development rather than a

straightforward second edition of the Oxford Atlas first

published in 1951. The distinguished editors ot the Oxford

Atlas, Brigadier Sir Clinton Lewis and Colonel J. D.
Campbell, assisted by Mr. D. P. Bickmore of the Clarendon Press
and Mr. Kenneth Cook of Messrs. Cook, Hammond & Kell, planned
a coverage of topographic and thematic maps and a general style of
mapping which have stood the test of time and which, in the opinion
of the publishers, cannot be fundamentally improved upon in an
atlas of the present scope.

Thus the New Oxford Atlas retains the basic arrangement of its
predecessor. In particular it retains the scales, projections, sheet
lines, and general colouring of its topographic maps, whilst
incorporating complete revision of all information liable to change
and a re-styling of certain elements of map design in the interests of
greater clarity. Its thematic or special subject maps, which are
particularly concerned with the basic aspects of physical geography
and demography, incorporate the results of modern research and
latest available information and are presented by newly-evolved
cartographic techniques. The latter enable such aspects of physical
geography as structure, relief, climate, and vegetation to be shown
for all areas of the earth’s surface at an unusually large, consistent
scale. Furthermore all of these aspects are shown in direct
relationship with each other and against a background of human
geography. Since the vast subject of economic geography cannot be
dealt with adequately in supplementary maps, the reader is referred
here to the companion Oxford Economic Atlas of the World.

The gazetteer has been completely revised in conjunction with the
maps and has been reset. Again, the practical principles of
construction used in the Oxford Atlas gazetteer have been largely
continued.

Whilst accepting full responsibility for the content of the New
Oxford Atlas the publishers gratefully acknowledge the advice and
assistance of many individuals and organizations in its preparation.
Furthermore they hope that the generous and helpful comments and
criticisms which have often been received in the past from the many
users of the Oxford Atlag will contiriue in respect of its successor.
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