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FOREWORD

Conjugation of Russian Verbs is intended for English-speaking stndents of
Russian who have mastered the fundamentals of Russian grammar and vocabulary
and for Russian teachers. It is a strictly practical reference book, whose aim 'is
to acquaint the advanced student with the derivation of the various forms of the
most common of the Russian verbs and give him necessary information on the
meaning and usage of these forms.

The book consists of an Introduction, General Information on the Verb, 89 Con-
Jjugation Tables of typical verbs and an Alphabetic Vocabulary.

The Introduction provides a justification of the system of classification of Russian
verbs used in this book.

The General Information deals not only with the derivation of verb forms, but
also with the various categories of Russian verbs and with the usage of verb
forms, which accords with the requirements of contemporary methods of language
teaching.

The Tables show the derivation of all the forms of typical verbs, with the
peculiarities in the stress and sound alternations taken into account.

The Tables generally contain verbs of aspect pairs differing in a prefix. When
there are no aspect pairs whose members differ in a prefix, the Tables present an
imperfective and perfective verbs of the same type.

Some Tables contain either a perfective or imperfective verb because its counter-
part of the other aspect does not exist.

The Alphabetic: Vocabulary includes some 12,000 of the most commonly used
Russian verbs, with the indication of the group each verb belongs to, its transi-
tiveness or intransitiveness, and its stylistic field.

The second edition of this book includes a list of verbs beginning with the
letters A and I, compiled by S. I. Makarova.
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INTRODUCTION

CLASSIFICATION OF RUSSIAN VERBS

The verb is one of the most important parts of speech; therg-
fore it is essential that English-speaking students of Russian should
know how conjugated and non-conjugated verb forms are obtained.

In practical Russian courses verbs are generally classified according to
only two types of conjugation. The purpose of such a classification
is to teach the student how to spell the verb endings and it is of
little use in teaching Russian to foreigners, since it does not help them
derive the necessary forms.

In theoretical Russian grammars all the verbs are divided into pro-
ductive and unproductive classes, depending on whether new verbs can,
or cannot, be formed on their pattern.

However, the principle of productivity /unproductivity is not so
important for foreign students of Russian, since some of the un-
productive verbs are frequently used and are as necessary to know as
are the productive verbs; moreover, the division of verbs into pro-
ductive and unproductive does not reflect verb inflexion,

Therefore, the classification followed in this book is based on a
single principle; namely, the correlation between the infinitive, present/
simple future, and past tense stems.



GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE VERB

§ 1. VERB ASPECT

The action of a verb is perceived by native Russian speakers
either as a process or as a fact single in its occurrence. To con-
vey different kinds of actions, Russian has two verb aspects: the

imperfective and the perfective.

MAIN DIFFERENCE IN THE MEANING
AND USAGE OF THE VERB ASPECTS

The imperfective aspect conveys
an action as a process, an ac-
tion in its development. It can
be represented graphically as a
line(-):

JloM cmpéuau B TPYAHBIX YCIOBHSX.

Ckopo 6y0ym cmpoumb HOBBHIH
KMHOTEATP.

When an action is conveyed as
a process, it is not connected
with any result. However, the
context may tell how the pro-
cess went on:

— Buepa Mbl uzpdau B IAXMATEHL

— Kak npoxomina urpa?

— Urpanm mno BceM npaBHiIaMm,
OY€Hb KOPPEKTHO.

Since the imperfective aspect con-
veys the action as a process, the

The perfective aspect conveys an
action as a fact, as single
in its occurrence. It can be
represented graphically as a
dot ():

oM nocmpduau panbiie HaMéveH-
HOTO CpOKa.

HoBeit  xumnOTEATp nocmpdsam
OEICTpO, 3a omyH Mécs.

When an action is conveyed as
a fact, as single in its oc-
currence, it is always connected
with its result. It has a more
specific character and, therefore,
requires an object or any other
specifying words:

— Buepd MBI cbizpdau HECKOIBKO
OAPTUH B IMAXMATHI.

— W xaxo6B pesynsrat? Kro BRIAT-

pan?
— Hrpad 3akOHYMNIACh BHUYBIO.

Since the perfective aspect conveys
the action as a fact, as single



attention is centred on the action.
Therefore, transitive verbs' may
be used without the word de-
noting the object: the speaker’s
idea will be complete all the
same:

in its occurrence, the attention
is centred on both the object
and the circumstances (adver-
bial modifiers). Without specifi-
cation the idea will be incom-
plete:

Buepa mbl npouumdau...—the idea
is not complete.

Buepd MBI npouumdau pacckas.

Mkl nepeseau...

Me1 nepegeaii cTaThioO.

B 6ynymem roay nocmposam MHO20
HOBBIX 30dHuil.

Buepda ™Mb uumdau-—the idea is
complete.

M=l yxé XOpoIod nepesooum.

B Gyaymem roay 6yoym MHOro
cmpoume.

Only the imperfective aspect is used:

(a) to name an action when the speaker’s attention is centred
on the action as a process; in such cases questions with the verb:
déramep or beims are frequently used:

— Yrto BHI Buepad Oéraau? — Yro 6bi10 HA cobpaHnu?
~ Mnl omdubixdau. — Obcyxucodau mnan pabOTHL

(b) to convey an action taking place at the present time:

Ceiiudc Mbl 2omdeumca K noésakxe B Jlenmurpan.
(c) in phrases with the verbs nauundmo—wnaudme, npodosrncdmo -
npoosANCcUMb, KOHYAMb— KGHYUMb, CMAmDb:

Mu1 nduaau 3anumdmocs C NEPBOTo CEHTAODA.
OHI npodoaxcdrom uzyudms PYCCKHH S3HIK.
Oui nO3OHO KOHuuau pabémams.

(d) in phrases with adverbial modifiers of time denoting the
duration of action: yéawiii Mécay, yéayro nedémro, yéroe aémo, Odsa
(mpu, etc.) uacd, 200a; dee (mpu, etc.) Hedéau:

OH uumda pacckas yéayio nedéar.
OH nepeeodiia TEKCT dea uacd.
OH nucds nucceprauuto noamopd 260a.

SPECIFIC CASES OF ASPECTUAL USAGE

Imperfective aspect
1. To convey customary actions:

OO6r14HO OH Oepém (6pan) XKHATH
B OuMOnmoréxe, OLICTpO HX yu-
mdem (yumdn) u coaém (coa-
ada).

Perfective aspect
1. To convey single concrete facts:

Buepi oH 6344 B 6ubMOTEKE KYD-
HAJL, npouumda erd n cdaa.
(34BTpa OH 603bMEM B GUOMNHO-
TEKe XYypHAJ, npouumdem erd u
coacm).

1 For transitive and intransitive verbs, sce § 4



OO6s1uHO apy3bs cobupdiomcs BMéc-
Te mo cy666Tam.

On Bcerna noxyndem ra3éThl B
jToM KHOCKe.

2. To convey repeated actions,
the reason or purpose being ei-
ther indicated or not (the utter-
ance having a neutral character):

OH Héckoavko pa3 uumda 3Ty no-
BecTb—(the utterance does not
require a specification, but such
a specification may be present):

OH Hécxoavko pa3 wumda 3Ty no-
BECTbh, TAK OHA €My NIOHPABHJIACH.

ASPECTUAL USAGE IN

To express an injunction or in-
vitation to perform an action,
the imperfective aspect is used
(the action is perceived as a
process):

Yumdiime no-pyccku!

Tosopume, moxanyiicra, rpomue,
s IWIOXO CARIY,

To express advice or a request
with a negated verb, the im-
perfective aspect is used, since
there should be no action:
though the action is merely
named, still it may take place:
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(He will borrow a magazine from
the library, read it and then re-
turn.)

Note— The perfective aspect can
also be used to convey customa-
ry actions, but with an obligatory
indication of the consequent ac-
tions, the perfective verb taking
the simple future; compare:

OO6EI9HO OHI cobepymcea B cy66OTY
H obcyxaaror Bce HOBOCTH.

OH Bceraa xkynum ras€Ty H TYT XKe
€€ uuTaeT.

2. To convey repeated specific ac-
tions as a sum total of specific
facts. In this case the reason,
purpose or result’of the action
is either stated, or inferred from
the context, or implies a question
(the utterance having an emotion-
al character):

OH HECKOJILKO pa3 MPOYMTAN 3Ty
nosecTh-the utterance requires
a specification and implies the
questions why? for what?

OH Héckoavko pa3 npowumda 3Ty
NOBECTb,

a) NOTOMY YTO OHA eMY NMOHPABH-
J1ach;

b) 9TO6H nyumIe €€ 3amOMHHTD;

©) upéxne YeM 3alIOMHHII BCE Ie-
TAJIH.

THE IMPEKATIVE MOOD

To express advice, a request or a
command, the perfective aspect
is used (the action is perceived
as an integral one):

IIpouumdiime poman A. C. Iyum-
kuHa «EBrénuit Ounérumy».

Ckaxcime, roe BH OBUIM Bepa.

The perfective aspect of a negated
verb is used to convey warning:



He yumdiime 3Ty KHAry. He 3a6ydoome GHnéTHI.
He ono3ddiime B TeatTp.

GRAMMATICAL DIFFERENTIATION OF THE ASPECTS

Two verbs—one imperfective, the other perfective—which differ
only in their aspect, but have the same lexical meaning, form an
aspectual pair. Formally the verbs of an aspectual pair differ either
in a prefix or in a suffix.

If the difference between the verbs of an aspectual pair lies in a
prefix, they belong to one and the same group and, consequently,
their present/simple future tenses also differ in the prefix.

Imperfective Aspect Perfective Aspect
Infinitive Present Tense Infinitive Future Tense .
nenath Zeao caénarp caénawo
YHTATH YUTAI0 HPOIMTATL HPOYHTAIO
mHCATD 1100114 BANMCATH HAIUIITY
BUIETD BUXY YBALETD YBIKY
BapHThH BapIo CBApATH cBapio
MEP3HYTh MEp3ny 3aMEpP3HYTh 3aMEpP3HY

If the difference between the verbs of an aspectual pair lies in the
suffix, they more often than not belong to different groups'.

Imperfective Aspect Perfective Aspect
Infinitive Present Tense Infinitive Future Tense
Group 1 Group 11

KOHYATH KOHYAr0 KOHYNTD KOHIY
PCIIATH pewmiaio peLNTD pemry
NOBTOPATH HNOBTOPAIO MOBTOPHTH IOBTOPIO
odopMIIATD ocbopmymo oq)qpmrrb ojopmno
OTBeYATH OTBE4alo0 OTBETHTH OTBEdy
Group 1II

PacCKA3MBATL|  PACCKA3BIBAIO paccka3aTh PaccKaxy
MOKA3LIBATH TMOKA3BIBAKO NOXa34Th OOKaXY

1 For the groups, see § 9.
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Note.— Unprefixed Group I and Group II verbs and prefixed
Group I verbs with the suffixes -mBa- and -uBa- are always imper-
fective. Most Group II verbs ending in -ute and Group III verbs
ending in -#HyTh are perfective.

A number of aspectual pairs are made up of verbs having different
roots.

Imperfective Perfective Imperfective Perfective
FTOBOPHTH CKa3aTh KJIACTD HOJIOXHUTH
6patb B3ATh BéIIATH NOBECHTD
BXOJATh BOHTA cagMThCA CECTb
NEePEBOAUTD nepeBecTi JIOXKHATHCS Je4b

Imperfective verbs denoting a position in space (cmoimeb, aexncdms,
eucémo, caeoumv) and also verbs of motion (xodume, é30ume, semdms,
nadeams) have no perfective counterparts, since they represent the
action exclusively as a process. The prefix mo- attached to these
verbs introduces the additional meaning ‘“‘a little”, “for some time”;
for example:

BéuepoM xO0ueTcsi OTHOXHYTL: NOCUOEémMb, NOYUMAmMb, NO2060pLMb.

Korad o ycraér, eMy xouercs noxodums 1o KOMHaTe.

§ 2. VERB TENSE

The Russian verb has three tenses: the present, the past and
the future.

Imperfective verbs have the present, past and compound future
tenses; for example: yumdio, uumda, 6y0y uumame.

Perfective verbs have the past and simple future tenses; for example:
npouwman, npoyumadro.

In the present and future tenses verbs change for person, the
3rd person having the same form for the masculine, feminine and
neuter genders:

Present Tense Future Tense

A roeopro oyy IIOTOBOPIO
THl roBopiInn 6ynemb IOroBOPHIIbL
OH (oHa, OoHO) roBopAT  Oyzer TOBOPDUTE  NOTOBOPHT
Mps1 rosopimM 6ynem MOTrOBOPHM
Brl roBopaTe Oynere NOroBOpATE
OH#iI roBOpAT o6ynyt MOTOBOPAT

According to the types of the endings verbs fall into two con-
jugations: the first and the second.

12



Table of the Endings
of the Present/Simple Future Tenses

1st Conjugation 2nd Conjugation
Gr. I, Gr. 11, Gr. 1V, Gr. V, Gr. VI, Gr. VII Gr. II
Unstressed Stressed Stressed or Unstressed
) Ist person -y, 10 -y, -10 -y, 10
Singular 2nd person -emm € -Hulb
3rd person -eT &7 “HT
Ist person -em M -HM
Plural 2nd person  -ete —£Te -HTe
3rd person  -yr, -IOT -yT,-I0T| -aT, -AT

The compound future temse of imperfective verbs is obtained
by means of the future tense of the auxiliary verb 6wiTh plus the
infinitive of the conjugated verb (see the tables).

In the past tense verbs change only for gender and number.

(51, TBI) OH YMTAN, TOBOPWJI, MUCAJ

(A, THI) OHA uMTANa, roBOpIUIa, MHCANIA
(A, TBI) OHO 9HMTAJIO, TOBOPAJIO, IHCAJIO
(MbI, BBI) OHM YHMTAJIM, TOBOPHIIM, IMHCAJIH

§ 3. THE MOOD

The Russian verb has three moods: the indicative, the imperative
and the subjunctive (conditional).

THE INDICATIVE MOOD

The indicative mood conveys actions which take place in reality,
which are really carried out. A verb in the indicative mood has
three tenses: the present, the past and the future (simple or compound);
for example:

Bemaxuii pycckuit modt A. C. Ilymkun podiasca B 1799 rony.

Beckr coBéTckuit HapOn ymum HAMATH BEJIMKOTO MHOJTA.

Er6 npouspenéHusa ¢ riybOKkUM HHTEpéCOM 6yoym wumdms U rpa-
OYLIHE IOKOJIEHHS.

THE IMPERATIVE MOOD

The imperative mood conveys the speaker’s request, command or
injunction to perform an action; for example:
Hpouumdiime «X10Bectu bénkmua» A. C. Ilymxuna.
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Yumdiime no-pyccku.

Qoénvmeco menaée—cerOaHa XOAOOHO.

Ioduepknime rnardimi.

Coénaiime 3ty paboTy GEICTpO.

The basic form of the imperative is the 2nd person singular
(for its formation, see § 9) or plural (to obtain the imperative plural,
the particle -re must be added to the singular form):

Singular: uaTait, roBopi, y4ich
Plural: uutaiire, roBopare, y4HTECh.

The 2nd person singular of the imperative can also be used to
convey a condition, the verb in this case never changing for person
and number; for example:

IIpouumdii a (TH, OH, OHA, MK, BB, OHH) 3Ty CTarbio, BOMPOC
Gbi 61l ficeH.

3nait 1 pemecnéo—xun 6s1 B ropoae. (I'Opeknif)

The imperative with this meaning and the subjunctive are synonymous.

To convey a request or command given through an intermediary,
the 3rd person present or simple future is used preceded by the
particle mycrs.

Hycmvy yumdem YleTpos.

Hycmy CTYREMTH npunecym Ha 3aHATHE CIOBapH.

In colloquial speech the particle mycwdii is also used:

Hyckdii 310 caémaer Kona.

In elevated style the particle aa is used:

Ha 30pdecmeyem coOmmue!

Ha cxpoemcsa TMa!

(IMTyurxun)

To convey an injunction to an action in the fulfilment of which
the speaker will take place together with other people, the Ist per-
son plural is used, pronounced with a special intonation of invitation
to perform a joint action:

Ocmdnemca emi€é Ha OMAH JEHb!

Hoédem, Mama, nomoii!

In colloquial speech this form of the imperative with the verb
nasdii is widely used:

Maedii coéraem 31y paboTYy OBICTpée!

In a polite injunction the ending (particle) -re is added to this form:

— Hy, Tenéps notioémme B roctTiaHyio,— JACKOBO poroBopi Papiunos.
(Typrénes)

— EBydemme Apy3bAMH,— TOBOPAII OH, NOXHUMAA MO¥O pyky. (I'OpbkHuif)

When the injunction relates to numerous listeners, this particle
is never used:

Paccmémpum cnémyromme BONPOCH.

Mepeiidém x pacCMOTPEHHIO HOBOTO BoHpOCa.

To express categoric commands, orders or appeals, the infinitive
is used, pronounced with a special imperative intonation:

He pas3zzoedpusamy!

Y6pamv ypoxaii 6e3 nmotéps!

14



THE SUBJUNCTIVE, OR CONDITIONAL MOOD

The subjunctive mood conveys a desired, or possible action, or
(ahn action the fulfilment of which is possible given a certain con-

tion.

Mue xouercs Wrparts... S coizpdaa 661 'rm-}m6ym= (Yéxos)

Ecmu  xaxbil 4eNIOBEX Ha KYCKé 3eMITH cnoeu coéaan 6bl BCE,
4TO OH MOXeT, Kak npexpacua 6biaa 60 3emua HAma. (Yéxos)

The subjunctive mood is used to convey advice or request with
a nuance of gentleness, delicacy or indecision. In this meaning the
subjunctive and the imperative are synonymous.

IManamna, Bu 66 nozosopisu ¢ Anexcannpois... (I'Opbkwuif)

Tel 66 ne gusocogcmsosas, a nyman. (I'Opbkwuif)

The subjunctive mood is obtained by the addition of the unstressed
particle 6.1 to the past tense forms. The particle 6m may stand after
the verb, before it or after the word which bears the logical stress.

A nocaywan 6v xopoUIyl0 My3BIKY.

A 6v nocaywas X0opOWyl0 MY3BIKY.

Ac y()osé/tbcmcuem 6v1 uoc.nyman xopomylo MY3BIKY.

Xopowyro 661 MY3BIKY S TOCHYINAN C YAOBOJBCTBHMEM.

Russian has only one form of the subjunctive, used in all the
tenses, which are inferred from context.

Buepé mMul nowat 6v1 Ha 3KCkypcwio, écu Obl HE ObLIO NOXAA.

Ce200na Mbl nowai 661 B TEATp, écia 6bI BB Kymamd GHICTHI

3dempa MBlL nowati 661 B TEATp, €CIM BBl KymUTe OHNETHI

§ 4. TRANSITIVE AND INTRANSITIVE VERBS

Verbs which convey actions directed at some object and which
must have a grammatical direct object are called transitive; for example:

3HATh . KHATY, XYPHAJI, 4eJ0BEKa
r ? w” ? ’ ’ [ 4
H3y4YaTh } kozo: ot 0: { HCTOpHIO, A3BIK, efc.

The nouns or pronouns related to a transitive verb take the
accusative case without a preposition (see the above examples). In
the Alphabetic Vocabulary the transitive verbs are labelled n.

All the other vebs are intramsitive. Russian intransitive verbs in-
clude a small group of verbs whose meaning requires a direct object,
but this direct object does not take the accusative, but the genitive,
dative or instrumental instead; for example:

BIAféTH \ AOCTHTATH ) MeWAaTh

3aBEXOBATH KAKIATH NOAPaXATH
3JI0ynoTpeOsTh KEJATh MIOMOTATh

xomaHnopats + I. § wu3berdts + G. } mpormBoxéiictBoBath + D.
obnanaTh JTHINATH CHMIATH3HPOBATHL
PYKOBOIATH Tpé6oBaTh conéiicTBOBaTh

yIpaBIATH ] xorérs ] cmocd6erBoBaTh

15



§ 5. THE ACTIVE AND PASSIVE FORMS OF THE VERB

The active form of the verb conveys an action performed by
the person or object which fulfils the function of the subject of the
sentence; for example:

Cmyodénm caymaer JEKIHH.

Bo BpémMsi OTIycKa Mbl MHOTO NYTEIIECTBOBAJIH.

Both transitive and intransitive verbs have the active form.

The passive form of the verb shows that the person or object
which fulfils the function of the subject of the sentence does not
perform the action, but is subjected to the action performed by some-
body / something else; for example:

JIéxyuu BHMMATENBHO CAYMIAIOTCH (BCEMH CTYAEHTAMH).

Only transitive verbs have the passive form.

When used in a sentence as the predicate, passive transitive
verbs convey an action performed by the subject or an action direct-
ed at the subject; for example:

Active Form Passive Form
bpimva Anyugepoeri mammcamm bpatbamMu AHmidepoBbMH Obu1a
TpéxTOMHYI0 «KHATY 0 ropo- Hanfcana TpEXTOMHas «Kuuea o
Jax». 20p00ax».
Topona m3yadreT cneyuaaicmol. TopoodwmsyualoTes ciennamicTamu,

If the predicate is a passive verb form, the subject is the logical
object of the sentence, the logical subject in this case is usually
not indicated; for example:

Ot1a Kapmuna nanicaHa B CEMHUAECATHIE T'OIBL

Cobparnue noCBAINER0 3HAMEHATEILHOH AATE.

Hozo60p nommican.

Hugopmayun msyuderca.

If the logical subject is indicated, it is conveyed by a noun
or pronoun in the instrumental:

OTH XapTHHBI HANACAHBLI U3BECTHBIM XYOOHCHUKOM.

B nmocnémume roasl um HAmACAHO HECKOJBLKO HOBBIX KapTHH.

The passive form of an imperfective verb is obtained by
adding the particle -ca to the verb and it takes the 3rd person
singular or plural present or past tense:

Active Form: 9UTATH NOJTYEPKUBATH OTKJIOHATH
Passive Form: YUTATHCA TIOAYEPKUBATHCA OTKJIOHATBCS
9YHTAETCS NOu€pPKUBAETCA OTKJIOHSAETCA

Perfective verbs have a special form of the passive, which is call-
ed a short passive participle. We shall call it the perfective passive
form or a short participle. The short participle has gender and number
forms, like a past tense verb:

Active Form: OPOYMMUTATh YCTAHOBHUTh INPHUHECTH B3ATh
Passive Form: NpOYATAH  YCTAHOBJIEH INPHUHECEH  B3AT

For the formation of the perfective passive, see § 9.
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