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A Case about Cross-cultural Literary Theories: On Modern Slavic Literary Theory

Zhou Qichao
( Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: Modern Slavic literary theory is an important component of literary theories in the 20th century. It is not inferior to modemn
European Continental literary theory , modem British and American literary theory, as far as the originality of the ideas, the richness of doctrine,
and the radiation of theories are concerned. Modern Slaivc literary theory developed and started its “travel of theory” in a cross-cultural
context. From the point of view of the pedigree of the major trends, branches, and schools in the history of ideas and theories of literature in the
20th century, modern Slavic literary theory was an active factor that produced extensive impact and radiation, which is a vivid case of cross-
cultural literary theory operation.

Key words: modem Slavic theory; cross-culture; “travel” of theory
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Ralph Waldo Emerson’s Central Metaphor: A Multifunctional “Transparent Eyeball”
Sui Gang
( Beijing International Studies University, Beijing 100024, China )

Abstract: As Ralph Waldo Emerson’s central metaphor, “a transparent eyeball” is an artistic reflection of self, society, and general
human existence, a manifestation of a philosophic mind, and a crystallization of a poetic sense of life. The Emersonian transparent eyeball is
multifunctional —visionary, all-encompassing, and insightful. It transforms “genius into practical power” , preserving faith, integrating cultural
resources, and conducting social criticism. Its capacity to inspire the contemporary scholar is transcultural; its spiritual value is transcendental; its
social effect is reformative or transformative.

Key words: Ralph Waldo Emerson’s central metaphor; a transparent eyeball; visionary; all-encompassing; insightful
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