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PREFACE

75 Readings: An Anthology is strategically designed to introduce
students to a broad variety of both traditional and contemporary
essays. This rhetorically organized collection—comprising a to-
tal of 75 essays—includes classic selections as well as very top-
ical pieces representing international, ethnic, and women writ-
ers. The primary aim has been to expose students to a range of
styles while retaining maximum pedagogical flexibility for the in-
structor. Comprehensive apparatus, prepared by Professor Santi
Buscemi of Middlesex County College, is provided separately in
the Instructor’s Manual to allow teachers greater flexibility in
reading and writing assignments. Developed for each essay, the
apparatus includes Author’s Biography, Vocabulary, Questions
for Discussion, and Suggestions for Writing. The apparatus is
also available on Ditto Masters.

Special thanks are due to those instructors who reviewed
the anthology and gave us their suggestions for the second edi-
tion: Tony Dallas, Wilmington College; Patricia Kennedy, Holy-
oke Community College; Stephen O’Neill, Bucks County Com-
munity College; Wendy Rader-Konofalski, Seattle Central
Community College; Richard Rouillard, Oklahoma City Commu-
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nity College; Margaret Smith, New River Community College,
and Sharon Thompson, Wilmington College.

In addition, Charlotte Smith and the following people at
McGraw-Hill helped to bring this project to fruition: Emily
Barrosse, Sue Hurtt, Phillip A. Butcher, Bill Mullaney, Berna-
dette Boylan, and Sal Gonzales.
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Narration

Shooting an Elephant
George Orwell

In Moulmein, in lower Burma, I was hated by large num-
bers of people—the only time in my life that I have been impor-
tant enough for this to happen to me. I was subdivisional police
officer of the town, and in an aimless, petty kind of way anti-
European feeling was very bitter. No one had the guts to raise a
riot, but if a European’ woman went through the bazaars alone
somebody would probably spit betel juice over her dress. As a
police officer I was an obvious target and was baited whenever it
seemed safe to do so. When a nimble Burman tripped me up on
the football field and the referee (another Burman) looked the - -
other way, the crowd yelled with hideous laughter. This hap-
pened more than once. In the end the sneering yellow faces of
young men that met me everywhere, the insults hooted after me
when I was at a safe distance, got badly on my nerves. The young
Buddhist priests were the worst of all. There were several thou-
sands of them in the town and none of them seemed to have any-
thing to do except stand on street corners and jeer at Europeans.

All this was perplexing and upsetting. For at that time I had
already made up my mind that imperialism was an evil thing and
the sooner I chucked up my job and got out of it the better. The-
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2 Chapter 1 Narration

oretically-—and secretly, of course—I was all for the Burmese
and all against their oppressors, the British. As for the job I was
doing, I hated it more bitterly than I can perhaps make clear. In
a joh like that you see the dirty work of Empire at close quarters.
The wretched prisoners huddling in the stinking cages of the
lock-ups, the gray, cowed faces of the long-term convicts, the
scarred buttocks of the men who had been flogged with bam-
boos—all these oppressed me with an intolerable sense of guilt.
But I could get nothing into perspective. I was young and ill ed-
ucated and I had had to think out my problems in the utter si-
lence that is imposed on every Englishman in the East. I did not
even know that the British Empire is dying, still less did I know
that it is a great deal better than the younger empires that are go-
ing to supplant it. All I knew was that I was stuck between my
hatred of the empire 1 served and my rage against the evil-
spirited little beasts who tried to make my job impossible. With
one part of my mind I thought of the British Raj as an unbreak-
able tyranny, as something clamped down, in saecula saeculo-
rum, upon the will of prostrate peoples; with another part I
thought that the greatest joy in the world would be to drive a bay-
onet into a Buddhist priest's guts. Feelings like these are the nor-
mal by-pn. ‘ucts of imperialism; ask any Anglo-Indian official, if
you can catch him off duty.
One day something happened which in a roundabout way
* was enlightening. It was a tiny incident in itself; but it gave me a
better glimpse than I had had before of the real nature of impe-
rialism—the real motives for which despotic governments act.
Early one morning the sub-inspector at a police station the other
. end of the town rang me up on the "phone and said that an ele-
phant was ravaging the bazaar. Would I please come and do
something about it? I did not know what I could do, but I wanted
to : “e what was happening and I got on to a pony and started
out. : took my rifle, an old .44 Winchester and much too small to
kill an elephant, but I thought the noise might be useful in ter-
rorem. Various Burmans stopped me on the way and told me
about the elephant’s doings. It was not, of course, a wild ele-
phant, but a tame one which had gone ‘‘must.” It had been
chained up, as tame elephants always are whentheir attack of



Shooting an Elephant George Orwell 3

“‘must’’ is due, but on the previous night it had broken its chain
and escaped. Its mahout, the only person who could manage it
when it was in that state, had set out in pursuit, but had taken the
wrong direction and was now twelve hours’ journey away, and in
the morning the elephant had suddenly reappeared in the town.
The Burmese population had no weapons and were quite helpless
against it. It had already destroyed somebody’s bamboo hut,
killed a cow and raided some fruit-stalls and devoured the stock;
also it had met the municipal rubbish van and, when the driver
jumped out and took to his heels, had turned the van over and
inflicted violences upon it.

The Burmese sub-inspector and some Indian constables
were waiting for me in the quarter where the elephant had been
seen. It was a very poor quarter, a labyrinth of squalid bamboo
huts, thatched with palm-leaf, winding all over a steep hillside. I
remember that it was a cloudy, stuffy morning at the beginning of
the rains. We began questioning the people as to where the ele-
phant had gone and, as usual, failed to get any definite informa-
tion. That is invariably the case in the East; a story always
sounds clear enough at a distance, but the nearer you get to the
scene of events the vaguer it becomes. Some of the people said
that the elephant had gone in one direction, some said that he
had gone in another, some professed not even to have heard of
any elephant. I had almost made up my mind that the whole
story was a pack of lies, when we heard yells a little distance
away. There was a loud, scandalized cry of ‘‘Go away, child! Go
away this instant!”’ and an old woman with a switch in her hand
came round the corner of a hut, violently shooing away a crowd
of naked children. Some more women followed, clicking their
tongues and exclaiming; evidently there was something that the
children ought not to have seen. I rounded the hut and saw a
man’s dead body sprawling in the niud. He was an Indian, a
black Dravidian coolie, almost naked, and he could not have
been dead many minutes. The people said that the elephant had
come suddenly upon him round the corner of the hut, caught him
with its trunk, put its foot on his back and ground him into the
earth. This was the rainy season and the ground was soft, and his
face had scored a trench a foot deep and a couple of yards long.



