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PREFACE

Tue Public and Private Orations of Demosthenes
have appeared in the preceding six volumes. They
represent the deliberative and forensic styles re-
spectively. The third category recognized by the
ancients, epideictic oratory, is represented in this
volume by the Funeral Speech and the Erotic Essay.
Such compositions were not designed to persuade
the hearers but to delight them and confirm them
in sentiments already endorsed by habit and tradi-
tion. The Erotic Essay is usually called a speech,
but is supposed to have been read from a written
copy to a small select group.

The Prooemia or Erordia are closely related to the
Public Orations. They comprise fifty-six paragraphs
intended for use as introductions to speeches before
the Council or Assembly. Of the six Letiers five are
addressed to the Council and Assembly and contain
matters of public interest ; they also belong, there-
fore, with the Public Orations. It must be added
that the authenticity of all items contained in this
volume has been suspected.

The late Professor A. T. Murray had made a first
draft of his version of the Funeral Speech before
relinquishing his work ; this has been used with
profit. His practice has been followed in adopting
the text of Blass with some reservations.

N. W. D.
N. J. D.
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THE ORATIONS OF

DEMOSTHENES

The numbers of the Orations are those used in Blass's
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text and generally followed by editors.
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INTRODUCTION

THE custom of bestowing in a pubhc sepulchre the
remains of those who had died in battle was sanc-
tioned by law in Athens. The concluding part of the
ceremonies, described by Thucydides ii. 34, was a
funeral oration. For such occasions a lofty platform
was erected near the tomb in the Cerameicus, most
picturesque of Athenian suburbs. The populace
approached in procession, citizen and alien, male and
female. The speaker, chosen by the people for his
distinction in public life, followed a conventional line
of thought, suggested by circumstance and confirmed
by custom. Among the topics that seem to have
recurred more often were the birth of the Athenian
race from the soil of Attica, the legendary and his-
torical exploits of the ancestors, especially the vic-
tories of Marathon and Salamis, the superiority of
Athenian education and training, and the advantages

of the Athenian form of government. Lastly, the
State declared its gratitude for the self-sacrifice of
the fallen and offered its consolation and protection
to the surviving children and parents. The speaker
dismissed the assemblage.

In the esteem of modern readers the grandest of
extant Athenian funeral speeches is that of Pericles
as recorded by Thucydides ii. 35-46. In ancient
times, however, the preference seems to have been

3



DEMOSTHENES

given to the specimen preserved in the Menexenus of
Plato, delivered by Socrates though ascribed to
Aspasia. From Cicero’s Orator 151 we learn that
this speech was read in public annually in Athens.
It seems to have enjoyed a popularity comparable to
that of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech in the United
States.

Dionysius of Halicarnassus, who lived under
Augustus Caesar, treats briefly of funeral speeches in
his Art of Rhetoric vi. 1-4. Besides that of Pericles he
knew specimens by Lysias, Hypereides, Demosthenes
and Naucrates respectively. The last is known only
by this reference. Under the name of Lysias there
is one still extant. Of the speech by Hypereides a
fortunate chance brought to light in an Egyptian
papyrus in 1856 sufficient to fill nine pages of a Teub-
ner text. From Stobaeus a substantial paragraph
was already known. The last edition of these frag-
ments by Blass appeared in 1894 ; they were more
attractively edited by F. G. Kenyon in 1906.

As for the example ascribed by our manuseripts to
Demosthenes, both ancient and modern critics deny
its authenticity. Blass quotes Dionysius as judging
it “ commonplace, thin and amateurish.” He cites
similarities to the Menexenus, to the Panegyricus of
Isocrates and to the speech of Hypereides. Upon
close examination, however, these parallels are quite .
unimpressive, even in the aggregate. All occasional
speeches develop numerous commonplaces.

From the oration On the Cromwn 285 (820) we learn
that Demosthenes was chosen to pronounce the
eulogy over those who fell at Chaeronea in 338 B.c.
The extant speech fits this occasion. It was not an
enviable task to be asked to praise the fallen after

4



THE FUNERAL SPEECH

such a disastrous defeat nor one to inspire a master-
piece. Moreover, the epideictic style, which the
ceremony required, was alien to the combative nature
of Demosthenes. The modern reader, therefore,
will do well to suspend judgement, at least until after
a careful and sympathetic reading.

Short shrift is accorded the oration by Blass, iii.
pp. 404-406. There is a commentary in Dindorf’s
Demosthenes vii. pp. 1893-1412. Mention is lacking
in Jebb’s Attic Orators.
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LX
THE FUNERAL SPEECH o

ArTER the State decreed that those who repose in this
tomb, having acquitted themselves as brave men in
the war, should have a state-funeral, and appointed
me to the duty of delivering over them the customary
speech I began straightway to study how they might
receive their due tribute of praise ; but as I studied
and searched my mind the conclusion forced itself
upon me that to speak as these dead deserve was one
of those things that cannot be done. For, since they
scorned the love of life that is inborn in all men and
chose rather to die nobly than to live and look upon
Greece in misfortune, how can they have failed to
leave behind them a record of valour surpassing all
power of words to express 7 Nevertheless I propose
to treat the theme in the same vein as those who
have previously spoken in this place from time to
time.
That the State seriously concerns itself with those 2

who die in battle it is possible to infer both from these

and women were present ; there was no salutation for mixed
audiences.

7



DEMOSTHENES

detv kal pdhior’ €x Tovde Tob vopov kal ov
aipeital Tév e’poﬁw' em Tals Omuooiais Ta.q')a.i‘s"
etdvia 'ya.p mapa. TOls aya.@ocs* av3pa.aw 'ra.s' pev
TGV XpHUATWY x—rnaecg Kai Ty kara Tov Blov
NOovdv amodavcels vmepewpapévas, Tis O aperdis
kai Tév émaivwyv wdoav v émbupiav odoav, €
Qv Tabr av adrols pdAieta yévoiro Adywv, ToU-
Tots @wNfnoav detv adrods Tpdv, W' W [dvres
exkTiocart eﬁSoffav, aﬁm xai TeTeAevmxémv a.ﬁ-
3 Tols ciwoSoﬁez'n ec pev ovv 'rqv avSpemv jpovov
avrols T@v €is apemv av'qkowwv vwapxovo'av
EWpwy, TAUTNV AV erraweaa.g amMaﬂ'opqv TV
Adywy: émedn 8¢ kai yeyew;oﬂac kaAds Kal me-
nadebofas owtﬁpovwg xac Beﬁcwxevat PidoTipws
ovp.ﬁeﬁ'qxev av'roes', e v elkdTws fHoav gmovdaiol,
a.wxvvoq.mv a.v € T ‘TOU‘va gﬂavem)v wapa.h':rwv.
dpfopar 8’ amo Ths 1ol yévous adrdv dpyis.
4 ‘H yap edyéveia 1dvde Tdv avdpdv éx mAeiorov
xpévov wa.pd. maow dv@pa'}'rrocg avwuoASynToL., OoU
[1390] 'yap p.ovov €is WGTEF avTOlS Kai TV &'vw TPO-
'yovwv kat avﬁp aveveyKety ercam'w ™My duow
€oTw, dAX’ eis OAqv kowi] TNV Umdpyovoay ma-
Tpida, s avrToxboves cpoloyodvrar elvar. pdvor
vap mavrwy avlpamwy, €€ tNomwep Eédvoav, Tavryy
a'ixqo-a.v kai Tols €§ aﬁr&v wape'waav, woTe Si-
KG.L(.US‘ av Tis vﬂohaﬁoc, Tovs peév émnAvdas éAfovras
els Tds MoAeis Kal TovTwy modiras wpooayopevo-

® A commonplace of funeral speeches : Thucyd. ii. 42. 4.

* Blass censures the author for not following in the sequel
a threefold division of his theme, which is here implied and
may be found in Plato, Menex. 237 Ao-B: nobility of birth,
upbringing and education, and exploits. These topics are



