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General Editor’s Preface

The reception given to a writer by his contemporaries and near-
contemporaries is evidence of considerable value to the student of
literature. On one side we learn a great deal about the state of criticism
at large and in particular about the development of critical attitudes
towards a single writer; at the same time, through private comments
in letters, journals or marginalia, we gain an insight upon the tastes
and literary thought of individual readers of the period. Evidence of
this kind helps us to understand the writer’s historical situation, the
nature of his immediate reading-public, and his response to these
pressures.

The separate volumes in the Critical Heritage Series present a record
of this early criticism. Clearly, for many of the highly productive and
lengthily reviewed nineteenth- and twentieth-century writers, there
exists an enormous body of material; and in these cases the volume
editors have made a selection of the most important views, significant
for their intrinsic critical worth or for their representative quality—
perhaps even registering incomprehension !

For earlier writers, notably pre-eighteenth century, the materials
are much scarcer and the historical period has been extended, sometimes
far beyond the writer’s lifetime, in order to show the inception and
growth of critical views which were initially slow to appear.

In each volume the documents are headed by an Introduction, dis-
cussing the material assembled and relating the early stages of the
author’s reception to what we have come to identify as the critical
tradition. The volumes will make available much material which
would otherwise be difficult of access and it is hoped that the modern
reader will be thereby helped towards an informed understanding of
the ways in which literature has been read and judged.

B.C:S.
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I have been a reviewer myself. I once reviewed one
thousand books in three years. The first article I
insinuated into a London daily was a review. And it
appears to me that I am still (in a manner) reviewing.
I have even reviewed for the 'Manchester Guardian'!
Glorious day! For in the matter of reviewing the
'Manchester Guardian' is a twin summit with the 'Times
Literary Supplement'. So that I know about reviewing.
And although I have suffered from reviewers, I would
always defend them against the charges of the laity.

The wonder is not that book reviews are as dull as
they usually are, but that they are as bright as they
usually are. For you will kindly remember that during
a large part of their time reviewers have to occupy
themselves with dull books. What can you say about a
dull book except that it is dull?

Further, during a large part of their time review-
ers must con books of which the authors have all been
consciously or unconsciously engaged in imitating one
another. Think of the terrible narcotic effect on re-
viewers. Talk about reviewers being unwilling to
recognise originality! Why, no hart ever panted after
a water-brook as a reviewer yearns for originality in
a book. There are crises in a reviewer's career when
the advent of an original work may save him from the
madhouse.

Arnold Bennett, writing in the 'Evening
Standard', 1927

Can't something be done to buck up the 'Lit. Suppl.'?
It is getting duller & duller, though it always con-
tains 1 or 2 good articles.
’ Arnold Bennett, writing to F.S.A. Lowndes,
who was on the staff of 'The Times', 1920
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The Review in the 'Daily Mail' is kind enough but it is
execrably written and shows no comprehension of the
book whatever. I do not see how any quotation from it
would persuade anybody with any experience of other
novels or reviews to buy the book. Further, no one
who is interested in books cares a fig what the 'Daily
Mail' thinks about a novel. (I know I am exaggerating
a little but you understand what I mean.)

Further, I hope you will not imitate the extra-
ordinary stupidity of publishers' advertisements (which
are notoriously the most futile in the world) and
quote the same reviews in all the papers in which you
advertise. Extracts which might please the readers of
the 'Evening Standard' for example, would leave quite
cold the readers of the 'Nation', 'New Statesman',
'Literary Supplement', 'Observer', or 'Sunday Times'.
No publisher within my experience has apparently ever
thought of this obvious truth.

Arnold Bennett, writing to a member of the
staff of Methuen, who had just published
'Mr. Prohack', 1922



Preface

I have restricted this collection to criticism of twenty-
four of Arnold Bennett's novels and one volume of short
stories. In the Introduction I have sketched the critical
reception of all of his books. Discussion of plays,
librettos, and film stories is in a section separate from
the other material. The criticism is arranged chrono-
logically. I have given special attention to reviews in
the 'Staffordshire Sentinel' and the 'Manchester Guardian'.
All reviews have been reprinted from their original
sources, with typographical errors silently corrected.
Long quotations from the novels or long summaries of plots
in the reviews have been omitted, with the omissions indi-
cated.

I have given a fairly full account of editions without
attempting to be exhaustive. I have not noted transla-
tions or editions in English other than English and Ameri-
can. Tauchnitz in Leipzig did issue twenty-seven volumes
of Bennett's works in the years 1902-21. George Doran,
the American publisher, tried several times to arrange for
a collected edition, but Bennett had so many English pub-
lishers that it was not feasible. Uniform editions of
several novels were issued in 1926 (in the Minerva Edition
of Modern Authors) and again in 1949-51. The Arno Press
in New York recently issued a facsimile edition of ninety
volumes of Bennett's works.
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