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B social

Studies ?1 '

Step back in time. You're
about to visit some interesting
places. You're going to meet
some interesting people.




King Tin"s Tomb

n !'; ;

wom:s TO KNOW _

.

Tutankhamen / tusta:n' ka man/ a king of
Egypt more than 3,300 years ago

tomb /tu:m/ a large room or group of rooms
dug in the earth where a dead person is
buried '

coffin / kofm/ a box in which the body of a
dead person is buried

mummy /' mami / a dead body kept in good
shape by wrapping it and putting it in a safe
place

Tutankhamen died thousands of years ago.
Scientists later found his tomb. It was an
important discovery. The tomb was full of riches!
Today, it is still a wonder.
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Tutankhamen became king of Egypt when he
was still a boy. He is called King Tut for
short. He ruled more than 3,300 years ago.
Because he was so young, he is sometimes

- called “the boy king.” King Tut died when he

was only 18.

In his day, people did a special thing when
a king died. They buried him in a tomb. The
tomb was as big as a house. It had many
rooms. The king’s gold and other treasures
were buried with him.

King Tut was buried in Egypt's Valley of the
Kings. There were 30 tombs there. The tombs
were covered with sand to hide them. It was
thought that no one could find the tombs.

Many years went by. People-did find the
tombs. They stole many of the treasures. Only
one tomb stayed hidden. That was the tomb of

» King Tut. It stayed hidden for 3,200 years!

i PR

1. What was buried in a king’s tomb with
him?

2. Where was King Tut's tomb?

King Tut’s Tomb 3



Then, in 1907, an English scientist named
Howard Carter went to Egypt. He was looking
for things people made long ago. He was
working for an Englishman named Lord
Carnavon. Together they began to search for
King Tut’s tomb. For 15 years they found
nothing.

Then, in November 1922, Carter reached
the door to King Tut’s tomb. He dug some
more. Then he came to another door. He cut a
small hole in it. He stuck a candle through the
hole. What he saw inside amazed him.

The room was filled with gold and other
riches. Carter had found the treasure of King
Tut! Soon Carter and his men found other
rooms. They found more treasure. They
continued to dig for 10 more years. In all, they
found more than 5,000 things.

Carter and his men found many wonderful
treasures. They found jewelry and weapons.

They found statues and paintings. They even °

found furniture. Many of these things were
made of gold.

4 Social Studies
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In 1925, Carter found the coffin of King Tut.
It was in a nest of golden coffins. Inside the
smallest box was the boy king’s body. It had
, been kept as a mummy, wrapped in cloth.

- The news of Carter’s find spread. He came
to the United States to speak. He even met the
president. Carter became famous all over the
world.

The boy king became famous, too. People
started wearing King Tut hats. They wore King
Tut rings. Women wore King Tut dresses.
Almost everything that looked Egyptian
became popular. Someone even named a cigar
after King Tut.

More than 50 years passed. Then King Tut
was in the news again. The treasures of his
tomb were sent around the world for people to
see. King Tut’s treasures came to the United
States. Thousands of people saw them in
museums. They stood in line for hours. They
.. waited to see the treasures. People were
~ excited. They were thrilled. They got to see
riches from a long-ago time. They learned

King Tut's Tomb 5



about King Tut, the boy king who was hidden
for more than 3,200 years!

3. Why do you think people long ago 3
buried kings in tombs full of treasures?
What does this tell you about their ideas -
of life after death? i

4. What did the people long ago do to
King Tut's dead body to keep it in good
shape?

5. Why do you think people were excited
about seeing King Tut’s treasures?
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The Wright Brothers

‘WORDS TO KNOW

Ohio /au' haiau/ a state in the middle part
of the United States

North Carolina /n2:60 keera'laine/ a
state in the southern part of the United States

invention /in'venfan/ a thing or a way
of doing something that has never been made
or thought of before

glider /'glaide/ light aircraft without an
engine. It floats on the air and
moves with the wind.

For thousands of years, people watched the
birds and wished they could fly. Finally, in

;. 1903, two brothers made a dream come true.
" They made and flew the first airplane.

The Wright Brothers 7



There were two brothers who worked in a
bicycle shop. Their home was in Ohio. Now
the brothers were far from home. They were

on a beach in North Carolina. It was 2
December 1903. But they were not there to .
swim in the ocean. They were there to fly. .

The brothers were Orville and Wilbur
Wright. They had made an invention. It was
the first flying machine. It was the first
airplane with an engine. The airplane was
supposed to take a person up into the air with
power from its engine. Then it would land.
That had never been done before.

The brothers had built the airplane, or
plane, in their bicycle shop. The plane weighed
about 600 pounds. Its wings were about 40 feet
across. The two men also built the engine. It
ran on gasoline. They spent $1,000 of their
own money to make this flying machine.

1. What did the Wright brothers invent?  ;

2. Describe two things about the Wright
brothers’ invention.
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They were ready to test the machine.
Wilbur tried to fly it. The airplane barely lifted
off the ground. The engine stalled. It stopped
. running. It lost power. The plane fell to the
-ground. It had been in the air for just 3 seconds.

Still, the brothers wanted to try again.
Nothing would stop them. The next day, the
weather was bad. It was very cold. The wind
was blowing hard off the ocean. They still
wanted to try to fly the airplane.

The men pointed the plane into the wind.
Then Orville climbed out onto the lower wing
and stretched out face down. Wilbur tied a strap
around him so he would not fall off.

Wilbur started the engine. Orville grabbed
the plane’s controls. It went straight into the wind.

Slowly, the plane began to rise into the air.
It went higher and higher. It reached 10 feet in
the air. Someone on the beach shouted, “He’s
flying! He’s flying!”

: A few moments later, the plane landed.
~ Wilbur checked his stopwatch. It counted every
second. His brother had been in the air for a
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full 12 seconds! The airplane had gone about
120 feet in the air.

Other people had used a glider to travel
that far before. Even the Wright brothers had ?
flown gliders. A glider floats on the air. It has
no engine. Orville's first flight was different,
though.

Gliders could fly from a hlgh hill to a lower
place by using the wmd_. Orville’s plane used
engine power. It started on a tall hill and
landed on another equally tall hill. No one had
ever done that before. ‘

The brothers kept flying that day. Wilbur
took a turn and flew over 800 feet. He stayed
in the air almost a full minute. Then their luck
changed. A strong wind came up. It tipped the
plane over. The plane was damaged. It would
not run on its own power. It would not fly. It
had to be fixed.

That was all right, though. The brothers
knew they could fix it. They knew they could
make it better. This was just the beginning of
flight. Wilbur and Orville Wright were the first
people to fly.
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