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Preface

Generative grammar has always set its aims high. From its inception in the 1950s,
the ambition has been to go beyond observational and descriptive adequacy to
reach explanatory bliss. Important work would be about ‘conditions on transfor-
mations’ rather than on ‘some properties of wh-movement in English’, about the
‘transformational cycle’ rather than on verb clusters.! This is what science should
be like. And while earlier attempts at achieving a semblance of an explanatory
theory were often clumsy and inadequate, these past forty or so years have
shown that truly fundamental questions can now be asked and addressed.?
This emphasis on theory has not, of course, altered the fact that linguistics is a
thoroughly empirical science, but data and analyses are seen as what they are:
tools to help us understand the structure and properties of the human language
faculty. It is the fate of tools that when the product is finished they are put away.
When some (as it turns out controversial) data from Italian had suggested that
the notion of bounding node should be parameterized, we then forgot about the
Italian data and happily proceeded with the idea of parameters.* Numerous
other examples could be added.

More generally, the data and analyses that at some point in the history of
generative grammar played an important, sometimes even a crucial, role have a
tendency to fade into the background rather quickly.* This effect is particularly
strong when the piece of theorizing they helped to establish becomes obsolete,
but it is even true when the theoretical insight persists over time. As time went
on, and as generative grammar (using the term in the broad sense, including all
its theoretical diversity), in its explosive success, expanded to dozens of coun-
tries, hundreds of universities and colleges, and many hundreds of researchers,
the muckheap of once useful but then discarded empirical material continued to
grow. Old hands in the field may still be served by a good memory, helping them
to dig out some of these rejects if they seem useful at some later stage, but
successive new generations of young linguists simply don't have access to the
wealth of data, generalizations, and analyses that might be terribly important to
their research if only they knew about them.
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But it is not only a problem for younger generations. Researchers who like to
keep track of developments, particularly (but not only) in those subfields that are
not directly related to their own research, or who work in closely related discip-
lines such as, for instance, psycholinguistics or sociolinguistics, find it increas-
ingly dafficult to keep track. Current handbooks are often concerned with current
theorizing, but only marginally with the history of the various versions of the
theory and even less with the empirical generalizations underlying those
theories. As a consequence, an ever smaller percentage of the potentially useful
empirical material is treated in standard textbooks, and hence the rest is not part
of the knowledge that researchers and students in the field may be expected to
possess.

It might be objected that the articles in which all this wisdom is stored are,
after all, still around in the journals, in the books, in the libraries. But given their
theoretical focus, the titles are often unrevealing as far as the empirical domain
is concerned, keywords are notoriously absent or unreliable, relevant data are
scattered over several articles, and, most importantly, the presentation of the data
in these articles is subservient to the theoretical claims that are made and hence
not presented in succinct, didactically useful ways.® So searching for the relevant
materials, even if you know what to look for, is often hard. For young researchers,
such a search task is doubly difficult because very often the descriptive general-
izations are presented in a jargon and formalism that were characteristic of the
theoretical framework at the time, sometimes decades ago. Who thinks to look
up the term ‘backward equi’ when looking for data relevant to what we now call
exceptional case marking (ECM)?°

Having a good, theoretically oriented mind is not enough. You cannot gain an
understanding of the abstract properties of Universal Grammar without having
any ideas about interesting empirical areas that might provide the crucial evid-
ence (or counter-evidence) for your claims. But these flashes of empirical insight
can only come if you have enough knowledge in your head to start the neurons
firing away. And you can only have that knowledge if you have been taught
about a certain range of phenomena in a variety of languages, or if you have had
access to a repository of such materials to work through by yourself. The prob-
lem is that such courses are rarely taught, the reason being more often than not
that the relevant data are not available in a form that is didactically usable.

This is the lacuna that we are hoping to fill with The Blackwell Companiwon to
Syntax. In these five volumes, we offer you 77 case studies of syntactic phenom-
ena that should, at least partly, fill the gap and constitute an important research
tool for the working linguist and for teachers and students of syntax (and its
interfaces). In bringing these chapters together, we were guided by a working
definition of what a syntactic case study was supposed to be. The following
properties were thought to be central: a well-delimited empirical area (both as to the
construction(s) involved and as to the languages in which the phenomena are found)
whose analysis has, at one time or another in the history of generative grammar, played
an important role i the theoretical debates at that time. More often than not, we will
find that such results are relatively robust in the sense that they will stand and
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be interpretable regardless of various innovations or adaptations of the version
of the theory in which they first saw the light.

The so-called ‘verb-raising’ construction in Continental-West Germanic languages
(chapter 75) will serve as an example. Much has been published on this subject,
a reasonable degree of consensus exists about the most important properties of
the construction, its analyses have been frequently used: to support theoretical
proposals, etc. Nevertheless, the existence of this complex of facts is hardly
known outside the small group of specialists in this field, the main properties
cannot be presupposed as common knowledge, and no one in the field can be
properly held responsible for ignoring the verb-raising construction. In a situ-
ation like that, the chapter’s presentation will be oriented toward combining
views and formulating them in such a way that they will be accessible to
researchers from various approaches to the theory of grammar.

In addition, of course, the delimitation had to be such that the empirical sub-
domain in question could be treated in manageable chapters. It would have been
unthinkable to include a case about relative clauses: even a thick monograph
would not do such a topic justice. But the subtopic of free (headless) relative
clauses (chapter 27), a topic that in the late 1970s and the 1980s generated a
considerable literature, is a typical example of what we had in mind.

What about the theory? We wanted to make the empirical generalizations, the
insights into the properties of constructions, the main focus of each chapter. But
wherever useful and possible, of course, reference can be and is made to the
theoretical issues that the phenomena in question were or even are relevant to.
This introduces a certain bandwidth, and indeed some of our authors stress the
empirical side more strongly while others swerve more easily into theoretical
discussions. With a project this size it has been impractical to impose more uni-
formity than we have achieved here. It was, frankly, not always easy to convince
our authors to take time away from their primary theoretical research to write
the chapters we asked them to. And it was also on occasion hard to curb the
attention that they tended to give to theoretical issues and their own role in those
theoretical developments. More generally, wherever possible we suggested that
theoretical issues be addressed in robust, sustainable ways, not in terms that
would reflect the fads and the terminological peculiarities typical of a specific
brief period in the short history of generative grammar.

It does not take a great deal of knowledge of the field to realize that an enter-
prise such as the present one is a highly open-ended affair. Even if we had
achieved complete coverage at the time of appearance, new cases would soon
present themselves. But complete coverage is unattainable in the first place. It is
always possible to come up with other potential cases, not represented in the
present work. Even now we already have a number of ideas about cases that
might be added and which may at some point be added to the present collection.
Nevertheless, we believe that the coverage that the present collection achieves is
very considerable. So much ground is covered that already it seems doubtful that
future graduate students of linguistics could be expected to work through all of
this material. If a student manages part of it and has the rest at his or her disposal
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as an encyclopedia of linguistic phenomena, we feel certain that his or her
research will greatly benefit. As teachers we are frequently confronted by a big
question mark in the faces of students or even fellow faculty members when we
use terms like ‘contraction’, ‘subdeletion’, or ‘freezing effect’. And when asked
“Where can I read up on this?” we are often faced with our own bad memory
and the virtual impossibility of pointing toward one representative text that will
concisely and competently explain what kind of phenomena are hiding behind
these terms. This, we feel sure, is now a problem of the past.

If, as we are convinced, this Companion will become an important research tool
in linguistics, a pressing need will also be felt for additional case studies to be
added. While it may well be possible to project further volumes in the future, or
an updated or extended version of the present publication, it has been clear to
us from the start that the best way to make this an incremental enterprise is to
publish these cases electronically. This would allow the possibility of reviewing
cases now published, adding new cases relatively easily, and allowing discussion
fora, etc. When that happens, the way to expanded coverage of the field will be
paved. For the moment we refer you to www.syntaxcompanion.org to keep you
informed on developments in this area.

One point to make about the references: every individual chapter has a refer-
ence section; the consolidated reference list is in volume V, and in the XML CD
version the links are to the consolidated list rather than to the end-of-chapter
lists. So in the chapter references you may find entries with a, b, etc. after the
date even if there is only entry with that author and date in that chapter, because
there is more than one entry in the whole five volumes with the same author
and date. For example, even if there’s only one Chomsky 1995 cited in any one
chapter, it will appear as Chomsky 1995a or 1995b or 1995¢, because there are
three Chomsky 1995 entries in the consolidated references for the whole five
volumes, identified as a, b, and c.

As editors of this encyclopedia of ecase studies, we have had to make many
choices. In doing so we were greatly helped by the project group at NIAS, the
Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences,
at Wassenaar, in the dunes lining the Dutch coast, in 1996/1997. The definition
of what we would consider a typical case study was intensively discussed and
ultimately fixed by that group: Reineke Bok-Bennema, Norbert Corver, Denis
Delfitto, Joe Emonds, Martin Haiden, Itziar Laka, Eric Reuland, Tim Stowell, Sten
Vikner, and, to some extent, Ian Roberts. We were also fortunate to have good
input and feedback from Hagit Borer, Jan Koster, and Edwin Williams, our
special outside consultants. The original list of cases was also compiled by that
group. First sample chapters were produced during that year. And we brain-
stormed a lot about who would be the ideal author for which chapter. Neverthe-
less, we accept full responsibility for all the choices that were made.

We do wish to emphasize, however, that it has never been our intention to
suggest that the present collection could be interpreted as a kind of canon, in the
literary sense of the word (to the extent that literary scholars are still prepared to
advocate such a notion). What we say above about the open-ended character of
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an enterprise such as this should underline the fact that nobody could pretend
that it is at all possible to establish such a canon, even if one tried to.

The first plans for this project were made in 1993. That is when we decided to
apply to NIAS to see if we could get together a team of colleagues with whom
to discuss the scope, the objectives, and the realization of the present work. The
application was approved. We gratefully acknowledge the generous support,
financial, logistic, and otherwise, of NIAS and, in particular, Dick van de Kaa and
Wouter Hugenholtz, respectively the rector and the director of the institute. The
group convened in the splendid isolation of NIAS in the academic year 1996/
1997. There, we were happy to be able to work together with the colleagues
mentioned above. Ilke van den Ende joined us as a student trainee. We were also
happy to be able to organize two workshops at NIAS during that year. A third
was held in Los Angeles at USC with the help and support of Hagit Borer and
Tim Stowell in 2001. We wish to thank the participants at these workshops for
their contributions, and LOT (the Dutch National Graduate School of Linguistics)
as well as NWO and KNAW (the Netherlands Organization for Scientific
Research and the Dutch Royal Academy of Sciences respectively) for financial
support for these workshops. We also wish to thank the BSGM Foundation for
an additional grant to the NIAS group. Last but not least we wish to thank those
who have assisted us with the administration and correspondence, with the
copy-editing and the HTML-conversion and the maintenance of the website:
Jenny Doetjes, Bart Hollebrandse, Rob Goedemans, and Hannah de Mulder.
Without them we literally and figuratively could not have managed. Thanks are
due to NWO and the Utrecht Institute of Linguistics OTS (Language in Use
project) for grants that made this assistance possible.

Finally we would like to thank all those at Blackwell who, over the years, have
helped us realize this project — Ada Brunstein, Philip Carpenter, Sarah Coleman,
Tami Kaplan - and the copy-editing team - Fiona Sewell, Anna Oxbury, Peter
Kahrel - for doing such a wonderful job.

Utrecht and Tilburg
Martin Everaert and Henk van Riemsdijk

NOTES

Cf. Chomsky (1973); Evers (1975b).

See, for example, Chomsky (2004).

Cf. Ruzzi (1982b).

The reverse also holds true. Certain empirical domams have never figured promin-

ently mn theoretical debates, and remain, thus, uncharted territory from a descriptive

pont of view

5 We should add that publications like Linguistics Abstracts Online will, in future, solve
part of the problem we note

6 Cf Postal (1974)
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