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P-R-E-F-A-C-E

The Art of Reading, like its companion text, The Act of Writing, aims to involve
students directly and immediately in the process of intellectual inquiry.
Both books grow out of two interrelated convictions: that active, engaged
reading develops the writer’s resources and resourcefulness; and that ac-
tive, engaged writing stimulates and clarifies the reader’s responses to
texts. Underlying these convictions is our view that reading and writing are
both personal and social acts—personal because we bring our individual
perceptions and experiences to bear on texts when reading or writing; and
social because the meanings we create depend on a shared understanding
of language and culture that is shaped in discussion with others.

Part 1, “An Approach to Reading,” introduces reading as a creative
process of making potential meanings real. Exercises and explanations in
this section are designed to prepare students to read and write in response
to Part 2, “A Collection of Readings.” Our goal in Part 1 is to teach students
to think and write critically about a variety of texts. We attempt to show
students how they can participate in the construction of a text’s meaning by
reading it thoughtfully and writing about it in relation to their lives and
thought. As Robert Scholes suggests in his recent book, Protocols of Reading,
we only really learn to read any text by writing ourselves into it. We begin
truly to read a text when we do so as if our lives depend on it. And indeed
they do, for as Scholes reminds us, “We live in the light of what we have
read.” To this we add: We read in the light of what we have lived.

Chapter 1 offers an overview of ways to respond to texts. Throughout
its four major sections students are invited, as they read, to consider their
subjective impressions as well as their personal experience. They are of-
fered assisted invitations to write in response to their reading. And they are
introduced to a method and a set of strategies for developing their re-
sponses in writing. Chapter 2 provides an approach to the interpretation
and evaluation of texts. In this chapter, students are presented with a
method of engaging texts analytically. They are provided with ample
demonstrations of interpretation in process and are invited to participate
in developing their own interpretations and evaluations of texts in connec-
tion with those written by the editors and by their students. Throughout
both of these pedagogical chapters students are offered numerous oppor-
tunities to write.

Following the pedagogical chapters is Part 2, a rich and varied collec-
tion of readings. Included are poems, stories, and essays that span a wide
range of disciplines. The thematically organized selections represent dif-
fering viewpoints and values on topics that include relationships, educa-
tion, work, power, nature, religion, and science. Reading and writing about
this broad range of topics, both individually and together, offers students
ample opportunity to develop their powers of analysis and evaluation as
well as to see connections among disciplines.



X1V Preface

A word about the title, The At of Reading. We believe that reading is
more than a “skill” that can be factored into a set of subskills. Instead, we
view reading as an important humanizing act that engages both mind and
heart, an act that evokes feeling as well as thought, and one that invokes
and creates personal and social values. Our vision of reading respects its
richness and complexity. It acknowledges its creative dimension. And it
recognizes that real reading is a matter crucial for living, for our lives and
conceptions of identity are bound up with what we read and how we come
to understand and value that reading. Reading well constitutes a form of
living well. Reading well ultimately is a source of lifelong pleasure.

Changes in This Edition

Elements new to this second edition include the following:

* A streamlined organization of the two pedagogical chapters

* A greater emphasis on writing and its relation to reading

* Questions for each reading selection

* Exercises and suggestions for writing

* Introductory headnotes for each thematic unit of the anthology

* Author biographies preceding each writer’s work

Replacing the four chapters devoted to pedagogy in the first edition
are two thorough pedagogical chapters, each with four sections, all of
which conclude with a set of suggestions for writing. Both chapters include
a thorough explanation of the act of reading and a practical demonstration
of the act of writing. Both chapters begin with reading and end with
writing; both repeatedly illustrate how to work from reading to writing—
and back again.

The anthology, too, has been carefully revised. In addition to provid-
ing fresh selections, we have reorganized the eight sections. Each of these
thematic sections is now prefaced by a general introductory headnote. Most
sections include at least seven selections of nonfiction prose, one play or
short story, and three poems. Every selection is introduced by the author’s
biography, and it is concluded with a few questions for discussion and
suggestions for writing. At the end of each section we have also provided
additional topics for writing and discussion to encourage comparative
analysis of selections. These added pedagogical aids, we believe, enhance
the book’s value for teacher and student alike.
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