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After the Jubilee service of thanksgiving at St Paul’s on

7 June, the Queen walked to Guildhall and talked with
many people in the crowd who cheered her ecstatically

As Wimbledon celebrated its centenary in the Queen’s
Jubilee year, it was fitting that the women’s singles title
should have been won by the British player Virginia Wade,
seen here with the trophy

The three leaders of Western European Communist between pages 368-369
parties who met in Madrid on 5 March 1977 and issued a
declaration on ‘Eurocommunism’: left to right,

Santiago Carillo, secretary general of the Spanish CP,
Georges Marchais, secretary general of the French CP, and
Enrico Berlinguer, secretary general of the Italian CP

Four elder statesmen, each of whom left a permanent mark
on history, who died in 1977: top left, Anthony

Eden, Earl of Avon, former British Foreign

Secretary and Prime Minister; right, Dr Ludwig Erhard,
former West German Federal Chancellor; bottom left,
Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus; right, Sir
Alexander Bustamante, first Prime Minister of independent
Jamaica

The world of music and entertainment lost a number of
internationally famed figures in 1977, among them (top left)
the operatic soprano Maria Callas, (right) the conductor
Leopold Stokowski, (bottom left) the film comedian Sir Charles
Chaplin and (right) the singer Bing Crosby

Two contrasting events of 1977 in aviation: above, the craft
designed by Paul McCready of California and pedal-
manned by Bryan Allen which on 23 August completed the
first man-powered flight of 1} miles over a figure-8 course at
a height of 18 ft or more and so claimed a prize of $86,000;
below, the remains of a KLM Boeing 747 which crashed
into a similar Pan Am aeroplane on the runway of Tenerife
airport on 27 March, with the loss of 582 lives
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PREFACE

PERHAPS the most significant feature of the Annual Register for 1977 is
the selection of documents. They include two massive texts, the new
Constitution of the USSR and the constitution of the Chinese Communist
Party, both promulgated during the year. It seemed to the Editor and his
advisers important that readers outside Russia and China should know
under what terms those two vast and powerful countries, exhibiting different
brands of marxism, are governed, however far constitutional forms may
diverge from political practice. To that divergence another document,
Charter 77 of Czechoslovak protesters, bears eloquent witness. All these
indications have to be borne in mind in judging the fourth text we print,
the Madrid declaration of the Spanish, French and Italian Communist
leaders. Clearly the advance of Eurocommunism has to be seen in a
context of political and social ideologies, much wider than that of its
possible repercussions upon Nato and upon United States attitudes.

The only major change in organization of the Contents is the separation
of Equatorial Africa from the more southerly belt of that Continent, where
problems and events centre particularly upon the still white-ruled
countries. The Malagasy Republic has been shifted from Part VI (Equatorial
Africa) to Part VIII (Indian Ocean). Part XV, on the Arts, has been re-
ordered to bring the performing arts, visual arts and literature into distinct
chapters.
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200 years ago

24 February 1777. The Marquis of Pombal dismissed. 1t is hardly possible to conceive
the joy that ran through the whole kingdom (of Portugal) from this change in the ad-
ministration; for more than twenty years have the people of this country been grievously
oppressed and afflicted . . . What numbers of all ranks has he shut up in dungeons, without
their being guilty of any other crime than standing in his way! Figure to yourself these
feeding on scanty portions of rotten sardines (a fish resembling our sprat) and broa (an
inferior kind of bread) without ever being indulged with physicians or confessor;
without any social intercourse, without even seeing the chearful face of man.

150 years ago

8 August 1827. The death of George Canning. At the very moment when he reached the
pinnacle of his fortunes, he found himself left almost alone by those whom he had
hoped to use as coadjutors . . . His care-worn appearance betrayed that the mind was
ill at ease within: mind and body panted equally for repose. Soon after the rising of
parliament he was visited by an attack of illness, which seemed, however, to yield to
medical treatment, and he went down to the duke of Devonshire’s seat at Chiswick, to
seek tranquillity and enjoy a purer air. The disease returned; inflammation had com-
menced; . . . and Mr. Canning expired at Chiswick (the same house in which Mr. Fox
had breathed his last), on the morning of the 8th of August, after having been prime
minister for only four months . . . His fancy was elegant and prolific; his taste was
exquisite; . . . he was never inflated or inane; it would scarcely be possible to select
from his speeches a single sample of bombast . . . He was the most unyielding opponent
of all the schemes which, for more than thirty years, had thrown the world into con-
fusion under the name of reform: and he had done his country much good service in
maintaining the integrity of her existing institutions.

100 years ago

9-10 December 1877. The Russo-Turkish War. Several of the Russian armies of invasion
had been placed in jeopardy from deficient numbers and incompetent generals, but now,
by the fall of Plevna, 100,000 men were set at liberty for offensive purposes. Besides
these, large reinforcements had been brought into the field, and in the latter policy of
the Russian war-direction, talent, not favouritism, placed officers in important com-
mands. The Russians having, in fact, completely recovered from the critical position in
which their own shortcomings and the successes of the Turks at Plevna in July and
September had placed them, were now prepared to prosecute their onward march.

50 years ago

21 December 1927. Greyhound racing. A deputation of members of Parliament of all
parties, headed by Mr. J. H. Thomas, waited on the Home Secretary to urge him to
take steps for dealing with the evils attendant on the sport of greyhound racing. Intro-
duced early in the year, this practice had soon become amazingly popular, and new
tracks were continually being opened. The popularity of the entertainment was con-
fessedly due, not to its merits as a sport, but to the facilities it afforded for gambling,
and many people were afraid that it was developing into a social evil of the first magni-
tude. Mr. Thomas laid especial stress on the urgent need of preventing betting by children.

xvi
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FOR THE YEAR 1977
EDITORIAL

THE twelve months whose events are recorded in this volume might be
dubbed by many a year of violence. Internationally, it witnessed continued
war in the Horn of Africa and Spanish Morocco, fresh war in Indo-China,
and ghastly atrocities in Cambodia and Uganda, to name only two of the
worst of many countries where murder, torture and other physical violence
by rulers against the ruled was the prevailing mode of life. The terrorism
and counter-terrorism of the ‘war of liberation’ in Rhodesia were in-
tensified. Peaceful Bermuda erupted in riots. The world’s news was stained
by assassinations, kidnappings (which afflicted Italy terribly) and acroplane
hijacks, among which the most notorious were the abduction and murder
of a West German industrialist, the South Moluccan seizure of a Dutch
school and train, and the hijacking of a Lufthansa plane—in aid of
terrorists already behind bars. Domestically, in the United Kingdom,
although violence in Northern Ireland slackened from its peak it was still
nauseating in detail and intolerable in scale; and violence in schools,
among football crowds and in street demonstrations shocked the public
and strained the forces of law and order. Figures of violent crime, here
and elsewhere in the West, continued to rise.

Before we conclude, however, that throughout the world some disease
of violence is endemic and increasing in clinical frequency we must do two
things: we must put these events in historical perspective, and we must
classify them into distinct phenomena which have different causes and
different cures—if cures there be. The main classes, which can neverthe-
less overlap, are open international war, governmental violence, terrorism
whether national or international (including hijacking and threats to
hostages), individual violent crime for gain or sexual lust or other motive,
and crowd violence however motivated.

Such a sorting-out reminds us that none of these violent symptoms is
new, Nor even, prima facie, conspicuously worse than in the past, though
they may be taking novel forms. Two theatres of open warfare in Africa
in 1977 have been mentioned: in neither of these was there a state of war
as recognized in classical international law. Morocco, Mauritania and
Algeria (through its protégé Polisario) fought in the Sahara without any
open declaration which would entail both obligations and rights; Ethiopia
was threatened not by frank invasion but by armed revolts from north
and south notoriously supported by outside countries; Cambodia and
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2 EDITORIAL

Vietnam fought fiercely long before the existence of war was admitted;
Rhodesia was not legally at war with any of its neighbours, from whose
territory and with whose aid aggression against it was mounted. The fact
that these wars were not legally respectable did not make them less real
or less devastating. It merely reflects the sad truth that to outlaw war by
multinational peace pledges or United Nations charters does not change
the conditions that lead to violent international action. The maintenance
of global peace by a balance of deterrence—for which we must be
thankful—can actually enlarge the risks of war (or warlike strife) between
non-nuclear countries well aware that the great powers will not intervene
to stop it lest they perilously confront each other.

We used to talk wistfully, in League of Nations days, of ‘peaceful
change’ as the necessary corollary of the outlawry of war. The regrettable
fact is that peaceful change, in the sense of anaesthetized territorial or
governmental surgery, has happened only in the rarest circumstances,
where powerful external countries have an interest in it and no interest in
quarrelling over it. The map of the world has indeed been radically
altered in the last thirty years by the new independence of four-score
countries; but where this was not accomplished by violence it was achieved
by the resignation of the former imperial powers which had lost either
their capacity or their will to resist it.

Had white-ruled Rhodesia not unilaterally declared its independence
the same pattern of change to popular self-rule would probably have been
followed there too over the past 15 years. As it was, the pseudo-independent
regime demonstrated the inefficacy of sanctions short of war—the inter-
national strategem of non-violence—and incurred illegal war which began
to prove a more effective lever.

The illegitimacy of the regime did not legalize the external violence
against it, let alone the methods thereof. The regime was illegal only in
the sense that it rejected a nominal sovereign incapable of enforcing its
sovereignty—a not unusual situation in modern history—and that it was
not recognized by any but a very few other countries, contrary to the
usual practice of accepting de-facto regimes at their effective value. The
external violence was and is as much an affront to international law and
order as was, say, the Indonesian attempt to overthrow the British colonial
regime in Sabah or the American attempt to overthrow the Castro regime
in Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. Yet that violent assault in southern Africa,
using methods of terrorism, has been not only tolerated but actually
applauded by Western countries which should have been the first to deplore
it. It was even endorsed by the World and British Councils of (Christian!)
Churches. If we do not like violence in the world scene we cannot afford
to make exceptions on political or racial grounds. Where would that lead
us in our domestic affairs?

That brings up the next category, governmental violence, by which is



