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The Cambridge Companion to Herodotus

Herodotus® Histories is the first major surviving prose work from antiquity. Its
range of interests is immense, covering the whole of the known world and much
beyond, and it culminates in a detailed account of the Persian Wars of the early
fifth century BCE. Moreover, recent research has shown that Herodotus is a
sophisticated and at times even ironic narrator, and a pioneer and serious prac-
titioner of historical research at a time when the Greeks’ traditions about their
past were still the fluid transmissions and memories of a largely oral society.
This Companion provides a series of up-to-date and accessible chapters, writ-
ten by distinguished scholars, illuminating many aspects of Herodotus’ work:
his skill in language and his narrative art; his intellectual preconceptions; his
working methods and techniques; his attitude towards nature and the gods;
his attitude towards foreign cultures and peoples; and his view of human life
and human history.
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PREFACE

Arnaldo Momigliano remarked of Herodotus nearly forty years ago that
‘the secrets of his workshop are not yet all out’, and this is still the case;
paradoxically, new approaches to the ancient world and to the writing of
history in general have shown more clearly how little we understand the
genesis of this great work and Herodotus’ own accomplishment.

From the variety of approaches that one can adopt in studying Herodotus,
ours in this volume has been primarily literary. It is certainly not the case that
we consider Herodotus only or even primarily a literary artist — far from it.
Despite his shortcomings, flaws and errors, he is manifestly the first historian
of the Western tradition, and in writing history he needed to undertake travels
and engage in research before he had any work to offer the public. But since
we do in fact consider him an extraordinary writer and artist who shaped the
raw material of his history into a monument aere perennius, we also believe
that this volume’s more detailed treatment of his work as an artist is amply
justified as part of our understanding of him as a historian.

In producing this volume we have been greatly assisted by many people,
beginning with those at Cambridge University Press: Anne Sanow, formerly
of the Press’ offices in New York, first suggested a number of years ago
the idea of a Companion to Herodotus; Pauline Hire in Cambridge was
our guide for a time, and her successor there, Michael Sharp, has seen us
through to the completion of the volume with his customary kindness, inter-
est and support. Our copy-editor, Tony Rainer, helped us greatly in work-
ing through the manuscript, and our Production Editors, Jackie Warren
and Anna-Marie Lovett, assisted quickly and courteously with our many
inquiries and requests. To each of these we offer our thanks.

CJD thanks Thomas Habinek, Donal Manahan, and the University of
Southern California Zumberge Fund that made possible her participation in
this volume, and Deborah Boedeker, Donald Lateiner, Rachel Kitzinger and
Rosaria Vignolo Munson for bibliographical and editorial advice generously
given.
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Scullion, and Mark Toher for advice and assistance along the way (and along
so many previous ways). He is also grateful to Florida State University for a
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Finally, we wish to thank our contributors who have made the volume pos-
sible, and who have made our task so very pleasant from start to finish. Not
the least of their virtues was an admirable patience with their editors, each
of whom engaged in a major metoikésis as the volume was being completed.
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ABBREVIATIONS

Ancient authors and their works are cited according to the abbreviations of
H. G. Liddell and R. Scott, Greek-English Lexicon, 9th edn, with revised sup-
plement (Oxford 1996) and (for Latin authors) P. G. W. Glare, ed., Oxford
Latin Dictionary (Oxford 1982).

CAH
CEG

CHI
EGM
F or FF

FGE
FGrHist

FHG
GGM
IEG
PMG
TorTT
TGF
TrGF

VS

Cambridge Ancient History

P. A. Hansen, Carmina Epigraphica Graeca, Saeculorum VIII-V
a.Chr.n. (Berlin and New York 1983)

Cambridge History of Iran, vol. Il: The Median and Achaemenid
Period (Cambridge 1985)

R. Fowler, Early Greek Mythography (Oxford 2000-)

Fragment or Fragments

D. L. Page, ed., Further Greek Epigrams (Cambridge 1981)

F. Jacoby, et al., Die Fragmente der griechischen Historiker
(Berlin and Leiden, 1923—58; Leiden 1994-). Authors are cited
by the number they are given in the collection, followed by either
the testimonium (T) or fragment (F) number(s)

C. and F. Miiller, Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum, § vols.
(Paris 1841~7)

C. Miiller, Geographi Graeci Minores, 2 vols. (2nd edn) (Paris
1861)

M. L. West, ed., lambi et Elegi Graeci, 2 vols. (2nd edn) (Oxford
1989-92)

D. L. Page, ed., Poetae Melici Graeci {Oxford 1962)
Testimonium or Testimonia

A. Nauck, ed., Tragicorum Graecorum Fragmenta (2nd edn)
(Leipzig 1889)

B. Snell, R. Kannicht and S. Radt, eds., Tragicorum Graecorum
Fragmenta (Berlin 1971-)

H. Diels and W. Kranz, Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker (6th
edn) (Berlin 1951—2). Authors are cited by the number they are
given in the collection, followed by either the testimonium (A) or
fragment (B) number(s)
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Map 1: Central Greece and the Peloponnese
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