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The World Opened by the “Kun-reading” Theory

Abstract: “Kun-reading” represents much more than an episode of Japanese language history, and demands consideration
beyond simply being a technique for understanding classical Chinese. It should be regarded as a matter which results from a
translation of cultures and is deeply involved in the nature of cultural understanding and cultural acceptance. From the
viewpoint that East Asia’ s world culture was a composite of several different cultures, the “Kun-reading” theory is regarded as
a translation subject, which is linked with the establishment of the knowledge society of East Asia and East Asia itself.
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