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PREFACE

Having its origins in the slave narratives and the folktales transmitted orally during that
period, the literature of the African American has been rich and varied. Beginning with the
first published work of fiction (Clotel; Or, the President's Daughter) in 1853, continuing
under the influence of W.E.B. Du Bois during the first part of this century, and reaching a
flowering during the Harlem Renaissance, major contributions have been made to American
literature. Today African American writers , such as Toni Morrison, Alex Haley, and Maya
Angelou are recognized as among the most significant and popular authors in this country.
This new book presents an important overview of African-American literature as well as a
comprehensive bibliography with easy access provided by title, subject, and author indexes.
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INTRODUCTION

Afro-American Literature differs considerably from any of the other types of immigrant
literature, i.e., German—American, Italian-American, Arab~French, Russian—French, etc
because of slavery and its after effects. Although there have been outstanding Afro-American
writers throughout America’s short history; it is only at the end of the 20™ century that we
find the effects of civil rights laws percolating among a deep portion of the population. Many
early arrivals to America continued the age-old traditions in Africa of oral folktales, songs,
ballads and work songs. Especially strong currents were expressed in spirituals, gospel songs
and blues and jazz songs. Church sermons were another avenue for expressions of hope,
frustrations and solidarity.

Spirituals are the religious songs sung by African Americans since the early days of
slavery. It should be noted that these songs were sung not only during church worship but
during work, play and throughout the day and night. These ever-present songs provided the
singer and any listeners with a sense of dignity and hope for tomorrow based on the
intervention of God in their daily lives.

Examples of well-known spirituals include:

Were You There When They Crucified My Lord?; City Called Heaven; God’s A-Gonna
Trouble the Water; Walk Together Children; I Know Moon-Rise; I'm A-Rollin’; I Been
Rebuked and I Been Scorned; Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?; Soon I Will Be Done; No
More Auction Block; Swing Low, Sweet Chariot; Steal Away to Jesus; Go Down, Moses;
Been in the Storm So Long; Oh, Freedom!

Gospel songs are very similar to spirituals with the infusion of blues and jazz. Examples
are:

This Little Light of Mine; Down by the Riverside; Freedom in the Air; Take My Hand,
Precious Lord; Peace Be Still; Stand by Me. Other gospel and spiritual songs include: I'm
Going to Live the Life I Sing about in My Song, Old Ship of Zion— Thomas A. Dorsey; We'll
Understand It Better By and By, Stand By Me, Take Your Burdens to the Lord— C.A. Tindley;
Book of American Negro Spirituals (1925-1926)- James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond
Johnson; Souls of Black Folk (1903)- W.E.B DuBois; Negro and His Songs (1925)- Howard
W. Odum and Guy B. Johnson; Social Implications of Early Negro Music in the United States
(1969)- Bemard Katz, ed.,; Gospel Sound (1971)- Tony Heilbut; Forge and the Flame
(1972)- James Cone; Music of Black Americans (1997)- Eileen Southem; Rise of Gospel
Blues: The Music of Thomas Andrew Dorsey (1992)- Michael W. Harris
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[ A form of expression related to spirituals but decidedly secular is the blues. Most blues
s

ongs involve improvisation, whispers, bells, whistles, groans and other noises as well. The
early blues centers included New Orleans, Memphis and the Mississippi Delta. Examples
include:

Yellow Dog Blues; St. Louis Blues; Beale Street Blues; Down-Hearted Blues; Sce, See
Rider; Prove It on Me Blues; Gulf Coast Blues; Trouble in Mind; Backwater Blues; In the
House Blues; How Long Blues; Hellhound on My Trial; It’s a Low Down Dirty Shame; Good
Moming, Blues; Sent for You Yesterday; Going to Chicago Blues; Fine and Meliow;
Hoochie Coochie and Sunnyland.

Other blues songs include:

The Negro Caravan (1941)~ Sterling A. Brown, Arthur P. Davis, Ulysses Lee, eds.; Book
of American Negro Folklore (1958)- Langston Hughes and Ama Bontemps, eds., Blues
People (1963} Amiri Baraka (LeRoi Jones); Urban Blues (1966)- Charles Keil; Early
Downhome Blues (1977)- Jeff Todd Titon; Deep Blues (1981)- Robert Palmer; Father of the
Blues (1976)- W.C. Handy; Stomping the Blues (1976)- Albert Murray; Blues, Ideology, and
Afro-American Literature (1980)- Houston A. Baker Jr.

Secular rhymes and songs, ballads and work songs remain a vital form of expression
among Afro—Americans. Examples include:

Secular Rhymes and Songs: [We raise de wheat]; Me and My Captain; Promises of
Freedom; Jack and Dinah Want Freedom; Run, Nigger, Run; Learn to Count; Anather Man
Done Gone; You May Go But This Will Bring You Back . Other secular thymes and songs
include: Negro Workaday Songs (1926)- Guy B. Johnson; Negro Folk Music USA (1963)-
Harold Courlander; Deep Down in the Jungle (1970)- Roger Abraham; Sinful Tunes and
Spirituals (1977 Dana Epstein; Singing the Master (1992)- Roger Abraham; Phylon
(1953)- Sterling A. Brown. Ballads include: Poor Lazarus; The Signifying Monkey: Wild
Negro Bill; John Henry; Frankie and Johnny; Railroad Bill; Stackolee; Sinking of the
Titanic; Shine and the Titanic; Work Songs include: Pick a Bale of Cotton; Go Down, Old
Hannah; Can’t You Line It?

Other signature forms of expression and examples of each are jazz, rap, sermons and
folktales.

Some well known jazz songs are (What Did I Do to Be So) Black and Blue? — Andy
Razaf; It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing) — Duke Ellington and Parker’s
Mood - King Pleasure.

Other jazz songs include:

Little Rootie Tootie — Thelonious Monk, Sunnyland— Elmore James; History of Jazz in
America (1952)- Barry Ulanov; Story of Jazz (1956)~ Marshall W. Steam; Early Jazz
(1968)- Gunther Schuller; The Swing Era (1989)- Gunther Schuller; Shadow and Act
(1964)- Ralph Ellison; Stomping the Blues (1976) — Albert Murray; Jazz Tradition (1983)~
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Martin Williams; Music on My Mind (1964)- Willie “the Lion” Smith; Music Is My Mistress
(1973)- Duke Ellington and 7o Be or Not to Bop (1979) - Dizzy Gillespie.
Rap songs include:

The Revolution Will Not Be Televised — Gil Scott-Heron; The Message ~ Public Enemy:
Don'’t Believe the Hype —~ Grandmaster Flash & the Furious Five; The Evil That Men Do —
Queen Latifah. Other rap songs include: Black Noise (1993) — Tricia Rose; The Death of
Rhythm and Blues (1991) - Nelson George; Rap Attack 2 (1992) — David Toop.

- Sermons include:

God; C.L. Franklin: The Eagle Stirreth Her Nest; Zora Neale Hurston: [Faith hasn’t got
no eyes]; Martin Luther King: J Have a Dream; Martin Luther King: I've Been to the
Mountaintop; Malcolm X: The Ballot or the Buller; Other famous sermons include: “Well "~
Amen Comer, “Conversations with God"— James Washington; God's Trombones (1927)-
James Weldon Johnson; Sanctified Church (1983)- Zora Neale Hurston; I Got the Word in
Me and I Can Sing It, You Know (1985 Gerald L. Davis; Black Preacher in America
(1972)- Charles V. Hamilton.

Folktales:

All God's Chillen Had Wings; Big Talk; Deer Hunting Story; How to Write a Letter;
“"Member Youse a Nigger;” “Ah’ll Beatcher Makin’ Money,; " Why the Sister in Black Works
Hardest; Why Women Always Take Advantage of Men; “De Reason Niggers Is Working So
Hard; " The Ventriloguist; You Talk Too Much, Anyhow; The King Buzzard; A Flying Fool;
Bur Rabbit in Red Hill Churchyard; Brer Rabbit Tricks Brer Fox Again; The Wonderful Tar—
Baby Story; How Mr. Rabbit Was Too Sharp for Mr. Fox; The Awful Fate of Mr. Wolf: What
the Rabbit Learned. Other folktales include: Talking and Testifyin’ (1977 Geneva
Smitherman; Black Talk (1994)- Geneva Smitherman; Uncle Remus: His Songs and Sayings
(1880)- Chandler Harris; Southern Home (1882)- William Wells Brown; American Negro
Folktales (1967)- Richard Dorson; Afro-American Folktales (1985)- Roger Abraham; Tales
of the Congaree (1987)- E.C.L Adams; Mules and Men (1935)- Zora Neale Hurston; Shuckin
and Jivin’ (1978)- Daryl Dance.

From 1746-1865, we witness the literature of slavery and freedom and the emergence of
an entire group of colossal Afro—American writers. To the same extent that literature reflects
a society and all its wants and bright lights, as well as suffering and glory, it is impacted by
the literature itself in an interactive fashion. Words can be powerful weapons as we have
witnessed over and over again from the Bible to modem days. The Emancipation of the slaves
came about for many reasons including the societal impact of the literature of this period.
Examples include:

Lucy Terry (c. 1730-1821)- Bars Fight
Olaudah Equino (c. 1745-1797)- The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah
Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, The African, Written by Himself (1789).



4 Paul Q. Tilden (Editor)

Phillis Wheatley (1753?7-1784)~ To Maecenas; To the University of Cambridge, in New—
England; On Being Brought from Africa to America; On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George
Whitefield. 1770; To the Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth; On Imagination; To
S.M., a Young African Painter, on Seeing His Works; To Samson Occom; To His Excellency
General Washington.

David Walker (1785-1830)- David Walker’s Appeal in Four Articles; Together with a
Preamble, to the Coloured Citizens of the World; Preamble; Article I. Our Wretchedness in
Consequence of Slavery.

George Moses Horton (1797718837 The Lover’s Farewell, On Hearing of the
Intention of a Gentleman to Purchase the Poet's Freedom; Division of an Estate; The
Creditor to His Proud Debtor; George Moses Horton, Myself.

Sojourner Truth (17977-1883)- Ar’n’t I a Woman? Speech to the Women's Rights; From
The Anti-Slavery Bugle, June 21, 1851; From The Narrative of Sojourner Truth, 1878; Book
of Life

Maria W. Stewart (1803-1879)- Religion and the Pure Principles of Morality, the Sure
Foundation on Which We Must Build; Lecture Delivered at the Franklin Hall

Harriet Jacobs (c. 1813-1897)- Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl

William Wells Brown (18147-1884)- Narrative of William W. Brown, a Fugitive Slave;
Clotel; or, The President’s Daughter;

. Ada [Sarah L. Forten] (1814-1898?) Lines Suggested on Reading “An Appeal to
Christian Women of the South,” by A.E. Grimke

Henry Highland Garnet (1815-1882)~ An Address to the Slaves of the United States of
America

Victor Séjour (1817-1874)— The Mulatto

Frederick Douglass (1818-1895)- Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an
American Slave, Written by Himself; My Bondage and My Freedom; From What to the Slave
Is the Fourth of July?: An Address Delivered in Rochester, New York, on 5 July 1852; Life
and Times of Frederick Douglass;

James M. Whitfield (1822-1871)- America; Yes! Strike Again That Sounding String;
Self~Reliance

Frances E.W. Harper (1825-1911)- Ethiopia; Eliza Harris; The Slave Mother; Vashti;
Bury Me in a Free Land; Aunt Chloe’s Politics, Learning to Read; A Double Standard; Songs
Jor the People; An Appeal to My Country Women, The Two Offers; Our Greatest Want;
Fancy Etchings; Woman's Political Future;

Harriet E. Wilson (18287-18637)- Our Nig

Other famous works of the period include:

A Narrative of the Uncommon Sufferings and Surprising Deliverance of Briton Hammon,
a Negro Man (1970) Briton Hammon; David Walker's Appeal, in Four Articles; Together
with a Preamble, to the Coloured Citizens of the World (1829); Notes on the State of Virginia
(1787)- Thomas Jefferson; The Confessions of Nat Turner; Uncle Tom’s Cabin— Harriet
Beecher Stowe; Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861)— Harriet Jacobs; Clotel or, The
President’s Daughter— William Wells Brown; The Two Offers— Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper.
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The civil war was followed by a period called the Reconstruction which led up to New
Negro Renaissance 1865-1919. Declaring victory is not quite the same as achieving 1t as
history proves over and over each day. Abolishing slavery was a signal event but society had
created a niche for Afro~-Americans. Sadly, many Afro—Americans remain wedged into the
niche nearly 150 years later. The period welcomed an African American press as well as
significant inroads into the battles for integration which was to take many decades. Now
however, many African Americans could take on the system from within the system rather
than from without. Examples include:

Charlotte Forten Grimkeé (1837-1914) — A4 Parting Hymn; Journals
\/Booker T. Washington (1856-1915) - Up From Slavery

Charles W. Chesnutt (1858-1932) — The Goophered Grapevine; The Passing of
Grandison; The Wife of His Youth

Anna Julia Cooper (18587-1964) — Womanhood a Vital Element in the Regeneration and
Progress of a Race

Pauline E. Hopkins (1859- 1930) ~ Contending Forces; Famous Men of the Negro Race;
Famous Women of the Negro Race

Ida B. Wells—Barnett (1862-1931) — 4 Red Record

-/ W.E.B. Du Bois (1868-1963)- 4 Litany of Atlanta; The Song of the Smoke; The Souls of
Black Folk; The Damnation of Women; Criteria of Negro Art; Two Novels

James D. Corrothers (1869-1917)- The Snapping of the Bow; Me’ n' Dunbar; Paul
Laurence Dunbar; At the Closed Gate of Justice; An Indignation Dinner

James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938)- Sence You Went Away;, Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing;
O Black and Unknown Bards; Fifty Years; Brothers; The Creation; My City; The
Autobiography of an Ex—Colored man; The Book of American Negro Poetry;

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872-1906)- Ode to Ethiopia; Worn Out; A Negro Love Song;
The Colored Soldiers; An Ante-Bellum Sermon; Ere Sleep Comes Down to Soothe the Weary
Eyes; Not They Who Soar; When Malindy Sings; We Wear the Mask; Little Brown Baby; Her
Thought and His; A Cabin Tale; Sympathy; Dinah Kneading Dough; The Haunted Oak;
Douglass; Philosophy; Black Samson of Brandywine; The Poet; The Fourth of July and Race
Outrages

Sutton E. Griggs (1872-1933)- The Hindered Hand; or, The Reign of the Repressionist

Alice Moore Dunbar Nelson (1875-1935)- Violets; I Sit and Sew; April Is on the Way;

William Stanley Braithwaite (1878-1962)- The Watchers; The House of Falling Leaves;
Sic Vita; Turn Me to My Yellow Leaves; Quiet Has a Hidden Sound

Fenton Johnson (1888-1958)~ Singing Hallelujia; Song of the Whirlwind: My God in
Heaven Said to Me; The Lonely Mother; Tired; The Scarlet Woman

Other famous works of the era include include:

The Black Man, His Genius and His Achievements (1863), The Negro in the American
Rebellion (1867)- William Wells Brown; The Value of Race Literature (1895)- Victoria
Earle Matthew; Behind the Scenes: Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the White House
(1868), The Experience and Personal Narrative of Uncle Tom Jones: What Was a Slave for
Forty— Three Years (1871); Life and Adventures of James Williams, a Fugitive Slave, with a
Full Description of the Underground Railroad (1874);From Slave Cabin to Pulpit, the
Autobiography of Peter Randolph (1893)- Elizabeth Keckley; From the Virginia Plantation
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to the National Capitol; or The First and Only Negro Representative in (‘,'ongress from the
Old Dominion (1894)- John Mercer Langston; The New Man: Twenty— Nine Years a Slave,

Twenty— Nine Years a Free Man (1895), Thirty Years a Slave, From Bondage to Freedom

(1896)- Louis Hughes; Early Recollections and Life of Dr. James Still (1877), The Colored
Cadet at West Point (1878)- by Henry Ossian Flipper; Meditations from the Pen of Mrs.

Maria W. Stewart (1879); Reminiscences of My Life with the 33" United States Co{ored
Troops (1902)- Susie King Taylor; The Heir of Slaves (1910)- William Picken; In Spite of
the Handicap (1916)- James David Corrothers; Life and Public Services of Martin R. Delfzny
(1868)~ Frances Anne Rollin; Frederick Douglass (1899)~ Charles Chesnutt; Norris Wright
Cuney: A Tribune of the Black People (1913)- Maud Cuney Hare; The Rising Son; or, The
Antecedents and Advancement of the Colored Race (1874)- William Wells Bmwni .Ihe

Underground Rail Road: A Record of Facts, Authentic Narratives, Letters (1872)- William
Still; The Greatness of Christ, and Other Sermons— Alexander Crummell; T Wasinat's

Seminoles; or, The Rape of Florida (1884); The History of the African American Episcopal
Church (1891)- Daniel Payne; History of the Negro Race in America from 1619 to 1880
(1893)~ George Washington Williams; The Philadelphia Negro (1899)- W.E.B. DuBois; 4

New Negro for a New Century (1900)- Booker T. Washington; Who's Who in Philadelphia

(1912)- Charles Fred White; Primer of Facts Pertaining to the Early Greatness of the African

Race (1905)- Pauline Hopkin; Masterpieces of Negro Eloquence (1914)- Alice Dunbar
Nelson; Negro Trial Blazers of California (1919)- Delilah L. Beasley; lola Leroy, or,

Shadows Uplified (1892)— Frances E.W. Harper; Imperium in Imperio (1899)- Sutton Griggs;

Autobiography of an Ex—Colored Man (1912)- James Weldon Johnson; Clarence and
Corrine; or, God’s Way (1890), The Hazeley Family (1894)- Amelia Johnson; Anthology of
Magazine Verse (1913-1929), The Book of Elizabethan Verse, The Book of Restoration

Verse- William Stanley Braithwaite; Nellie Brown; or, The Jealous Wife (1871)- Thox.nas
Detter; Contending Forces (1900) Pauline Hopkins; Treading the Winepress— Clarissa
Minnie Thompson; The Afio American Press and Its Editors (1891)- Garland Penn; Shadows
Uplifted ~Frances E.W. Harper; A Voice from the South by a Black Woman of the South—
Anna Julia Cooper; From Darkness Cometh the Light; or, Struggles for Freedom— Lucy A.
Delaney; Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases— lda B. Wells; Noted Negro
Women: Their Triumphs and Activities (1893)~ Monroe Majors; Women of Distinction:
Remarkable in Works and Invincible in Character (1893)- Lawson Andrews Scruggs; The
Work of the Afro-American Woman (1894)- Gertrude Mossell; House of Bondage (1900)-
Victoria Rogers Albert; Contending Forces— Pauline Hopkins; The Marrow of Tradition—
Charles W. Chesnutt; Overshadowed (1901), Unfettered (1902), The Hindered Hand; or, The
Reign of the Repressionist (1905), Pointing the Way (1908)- Sutton E. Griggs; Sons of
Darkness, Sons of Light (1969)— John A. Williams; The Spook Who Sat by the Door (1969)-
Sam Greenlee; The Leopard’s Spots (1902)- Thomas Dixon

The period of 1919 to 1940 is often referred to as the Harlem Renaissance. This period ‘
witnessed a tremendous flowering of Afro-American creativity. The emergence of America \\
after World War I and the Roaring 20°s no doubt exerted considerable influence on this |
upheaval in productivity. By this time major publishing houses were regularly publishing
Afro-American writers leading to an even wider diffusion of ideas and cultural movements

and impetus for social change. Examples include:

J
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Arthur A. Schomburg (1874-1938)~ The Negro Digs Up His Past;

Angelina Weld Grimké(1880-1958)- 4 Winter Twilight; The Black Finger; For the
Candle Light; When the Green Lies Over the Earth; Tenebris

Anne Spencer (1882-1975)- Before the Feast of Shushan, Dunbar, At the Carnival,
Lady, Lady; Letter to My Sister; The Wife-Woman

Jessie Redmon Fauset (c. 1884-1961) Plum Bun: A Novel without a Moral: From Home

\/Alain Locke (1886-1954)- The New Negro
Georgia Douglas Johnson (1886-1966)- The Heart of a Woman; Youth; My Little

Dreams; Lost lllusions; I Want to Die While you Love Me

Marcus Garvey (1887-1940)- Aftica for the Africans; The Future as I See It

Claude McKay (1889-1948)- Harlem Shadows; If We Must Die; To the White Friends;
Africa; America; My Mother; Enslaved; The White House; Outcast; St. Isaac's Church,
Petrograd; Home to Harlem; Harlem Runs Wild
\/;L:ra Neale Hurston (1891-1960)- Sweat; How It Feels to Be Colored Me; The Gilded
Six- Bits; Characteristics of Negro Expression; Mules and Men; Their Eyes Were Watching
God; Dust Tracks on a Road

“Wella Larsen (1893-1964)~ Quicksand

Jean Toomer (1894-1967)- Cane

George Samuel Schuyler (1895-1977)~ The Negro—Art Hokum

Rudolph Fisher (1897 1934)- The City of Refuge; The Caucasian Storms Harlem

Eric Walrond (1898—1966)~ The Wharf Rats

Marita Bonner (1899-1971)- On Being Young-a Woman— and Colored, The Pot Maker
(1927), The Purple Flower (1928), Exit: An Illusion (1929); Drab Rambles (1927); Tin Can
(1934); A4 Sealed Pod (1936)

Sterling A. Brown (1901-1989)- Odyssey of Big Boy, Long Gone; Southern Road;
Strong Men; Memphis Blues; Slim Greer; Tin Roof Blues; Ma Rainey; Cabaret; Sporting
Beasley; Sam Smiley;

Gwendolyn B. Bennett (1902-1981)- Heritage,; To a Dark Girl; Sonnet-2; Hatred

Wallace Thurman (1902-1934)- Infants of the Spring; Harlem: A Melodrama of Negro
Life in Harlem (1929); The Interne (1932)

Ama Bontemps (1902-1934)- Golgotha Is a Mountain; A Black Man Talks of Reaping;
Nocturne at Bethesda; Southern Mansion; Miracles; A Summer Tragedy; God Sends Sunday
(1931); Opportunity; A Summer Tragedy; Black Thunder (1936); Drums at Dusk (1939);
Personals (1963)

Langston Hughes (1902 1967)- The Negro Speaks of Rivers; Mother to Son; Danse
Africaine; Jazzonia; When Sue Wears Red; Dream Variations; The Weary Blues; I Too; A
House in Taos; Homesick Blues; Po’ Boy Blues; Gypsy Man; Lament over Love; Red Silk
Stockings; Bad Man; Song for a Dark Girl; Gal's Cry for a Dying Lover; Hard Daddy;
Sylvester's Dying Bed; Ballad of the Landlord; Juke Box Love Song; Dream Boogie; Harlem
Motto; The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain; The Blues I'm Playing; The Big Sea; The
Best of Simple; Poem; Dream Variations; Fine Clothes to the Jew (1927)

Countee Cullen (1903-1946)- Yet Do I Marvel; Tableau; Incident; Saturday’s Child;
The Shroud of Color; Heritage; To John Keats, Poet at Spring Time; From the Dark Tower;

Helene Johnson (1907-1995)- Poem; Sonnet to a Negro in Harlem; Remember Not;
Invacation

Other significant works include:
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The Colonel’s Dream (1905)- Charles Chesnutt; There is Confusion (1924)- Jessie
Fauset; Three Plays for a Negro Theatre — Ridgely Torrence; The Emperor Jones (1920), All
God's Chillun Got Wings (1925)- Eugene O’Neill; Book of American Negro Poetry (1922)~
James Weldon Johnson; Negro Poets and Their Poems (1923)- Robert Kerlin; Cane- Jean
Toomer; The Weary Blues (1926)- Hughes; Opportunity- Charles S. Johnson; Nigfger Heave‘n
(1926)- Van Vechten; God's Trombones (1927)~ James Weldon Johnson; The‘ Cht’p Wom.an 's
Fortune (1923)- Willis Richardson; Rache! (1916} Angelina Weld Grimké; Herxta.ge
(1925)- Cullen; Mulatto (1935)- Langston Hughes; 4 Raisin in the Sun— L(')rrame
Hansberry; Southern Road (1932)- Sterling Brown; Dark Princess (1928)- Du Bois; The
Walls of Jericho— Rudolph Fisher; Quicksand— Nella Larsen; The Blacker the Berry (1929)-
Thurman; Passing (1929)- Nella Larsen; Not without Laughter (1930)- Langston Hughes;
God Sends Sunday (1931)- Ama Bontemps; The Negro—Art Hokum (1926)- George
Schuyler; Infants of the Spring (1932)~ Wallace Thurman; Rachel (1916)— Angelina Weld
Grimké; Caroling Dusk, The Closing Door— Countee Cullen; For Jim, Easter Eve~ James
Weldon Johnson; Popo and Fifina (1932)- Langston Hughes and Ama Bontemps; Leaves of
Grass— Whitman; Not Without Laughter (1930)- Langston Hughes; The Ways of White Folks
(1934)- Langston Hughes; Don’t You Want to Be Free?- Langston Hughes; The Big Sea
(1940)- Langston Hughes; Shakespeare in Harlem (1942)- Langston Hughes; Montage of a
Dream Deferred (1951)- Langston Hughes; Poetry of the Negro (1949)- Langston Hughes.

" The era from 1940 to 1960 is often called the period of realism, naturalism and -
moderism. The end of the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean War and the so- !
called Golden Fifties provided a rich canvas for African~American writers. There were major |
changes in migration, desegregation and social change reflected in the literature. The !
tremendous numbers of black military participants in the military conflicts of the time and i J
their returns to segregated towns and cities after ‘equal’ military service provided more fuel “
for the flames of change and literature as well. During this period, United States public
schools were finally desegregated and prominent civil rights activists such as Martin Luther
King Jr. were launching protests on every doorstep. i
Examples include:

Melvin B. Tolson (1900? —1966)~ An Ex-Judge at the Bar; Dark Symphony; A Legend of
Versailles; Libretto for the Republic of Liberia; The Birth of John Henry; Satchmo Dorothy
West (b. 1907)- The Living Is Easy

7 Richard Wright (1908-1960)- Blueprint for Negro Writing; The Ethics of Living Jim
Crow, an Autobiographical Sketch; Long Black Song; The Man Who Lived Underground;
Biack Boy

Chester B. Himes (1909-1984)- Salute to the Passing

Ann Petry (b. 1911)- Like a Winding Sheet; The Street

Robert Hayden (1913-1982)- The Diver; Homage to the Express of the Blues; Middle
Passage; O Daedalus, Fly Away Home,; Runagate Runagate; Frederick Douglass; A Ballad
of Remembrance; Mourning Poem for the Queen of Sunday; Soledad; El-Hajj Malik El-
Shabazz; A Letter from Phillis Wheatley

</ Ralph Ellison (1914-1994)~ Invisible Man; Change the Joke and Slip the Yoke; The
World and the Jug
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Margaret Walker (b. 1915)~ For My People; Poppa Chicken; For Malcolm X: Prophets
Jor a New Day

Gwendolyn Brooks (b. 1917)- kitchenette building; the mother; a song in the front yard;
Sadie and Maud; the vacant lot; the preacher: ruminates behind the sermon; The Sundays of
Satin-Legs Smith; Maxie Allen; The Rites for Cousin Vit: The Children of the Poor; The
Lovers of the Poor; We Real Cool; The Chicago Defender Sends a Man to Little Rock: A
Lovely Love; Malcolm X: Two Dedications; Riot; The Third Sermon on the Warpland; Young
Heroes; when you have forgotten Sunday: the love story; Maud Martha
\/ James Baldwin (1924~ 1987)- Everybody's Protest Novel; Many Thousands Gone;
Stranger in the Village; Notes of a Native Son; Sonny’s Blues

Bob Kaufman (1925-1986)- Walking Parker Home; Grandfather was Queer, Too; Jail
Poems; Unanimity Has Been Achieved, Not a Dot Less for Its Accidentalness; War Memoir:
Jazz, Don't Listen to It at Your Own Risk

Lorraine Hansberry (1930~ 1965)~ 4 Raisin in the Sun

Other works include:

Native Son (1940)- Richard Wright; For My People~ Margaret Walker; Annie Allen—
Gwendolyn Brooks; Invisible Man — Ralph Ellison; A Raisin in the Sun — Lorraine Hansberry;
If He Hollers Let Him Go— Chester Himes; 4 Street in Bronzeville— Gwendolyn Brooks;
Blueprint for Negro Writing— Richard Wright; Spiritual T ruancy~ Alain Locke; The Negro
Artist and the Racial Mountain- Langston Hughes; Blood on the Forge (1941)- William
Attaway; Twelve Million Black Voices (1941)- Richard Wright; The Lonely Crusade (1947)-
Chester Himes; The Street (1946)- Ann Petry; Country Place (1947~ Ann Petry; The
Narrows (1953)- Ann Petry; Everybody’s Protest Novel (1949)- James Baldwin; Quicksand
and Passing (1929)- Nella Larsen; The Weary Blues ( 1926)- Langston Hughes; Libretto for
the Republic of Liberia- Melvin Tolson; Rendezvous with America (1944)- Melvin Tolson;
The Waste Land (1922)- T.S. Eliot; The Sun Do Move (1942)- Langston Hughes; Simply
Heavenly (1952)- Langston Hughes; Simple Takes a Wife (1957)- Langston Hughes; The
Amen Corner- James Baldwin; Trouble in Mind— Alice Childress; Riot (1969)- Gwendolyn
Brooks; Family Pictures (1970)- Gwendolyn Brooks; The Near— Johannesburg Boy, and
Other Poems (1986)- Gwendolyn Brooks; Chaneysville Incident (1981)- David Bradtey.

The Black Arts Movement of 1960 to 1970 braced the major civil rights laws passed
under President Lyndon Johnson, the Viemam War and the murders of President John F.
Kennedy, Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., and Robert F. Kennedy. This period was also
typified by the ‘roots’ movements, i. ¢, a love of Africa and the common roots and cultures
and a tugging to restore such traditions even though so many generations had elapsed since
the large-scale forced immigrations that-hardly any knew exactly what they Were-let alone
had any connection to them. And of course, Africa is not a single country like Italy. For
example, but over forty countries, many with quite dissimilar histories including widely
divergent colonial posts, geographic distribution and proximity’s to deserts, jungles, or large
cities.

Example of the literature of the period include:

Mari Evans— Status Symbol: I am a Black Woman
Hoyt Fuller (1923-1981)— Towards a Black Aesthetic



