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Tln'ﬂ book has been written primarily as a geography
Caribbean, but is also in-

of Latin America and the

tended to serve as an interdisciplinary introduction
Latin America and the Caribbean are
extremely diverse in their physical attributes. Mas-
sive mountain ranges, many of them among the high-
est and least accessible in the world, are set among
continental main-
Caribbean Sea. Virtu-

to the region.

cnormous lowland plains on the
land while tiny islands dot the
allv every climate, vegetative associ-
ation, and soil type found on the
carth are present to one degree or
another. Cultural diversity also
abounds. Economic activities range
from traditional slash and burn agri-
culture to modern. high-technology
manufacturing. Alimost every racial
and cthnic group and p()llthdl and
philosophical persuasion are repre-
sented among its pe()ples Human
settlements vary from remote peas-
ant villages to hu;_,e urban agglomer-
ations containing neighborhoods
that range [rom palatial mansions to
inner city tenements and peripheral
shantytowns.

Yet, beneath this external diver-
sity, there exists a dominant Hispanic
cultural heritage whose values and in-
stitutions have shaped much of
human behavior throughout the re-
500 years. Although
some economic and social subgloups
have embraced this heritage more
fully than others, it is these values and
institutions that have made Latin
America a distinet culture realm. This
text hias been written with the intent
of enabling the reader to recognize
and appreciate both the diversity and
the unity of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

gion tor over

PREFACE

ORGANIZATION

The material is organized topically rather than region-
ally. One of the principal dd\/dntag( s of a thematic ap-
proach is its capacity to place current developments
in their historical contexts, enabling the reader to
know not only what things are like, but how they
came to be that way. This understanding, in turn, pre-
pares the student to evaluate the canses and conse-

(ase Study 4.1: Biodiversity and the Tropical Rain Forest

Tbv term “biodiversity” is often used
to' refer to the number of life forms.
be they plant or animal, that exist in a
given area. Biodiversity is important
to the stability of an ceosystem be-
cause, all else being equal. the greater
the number of species and varic
the greater the ability of the ¢
tewn to withstand the loss of soime ﬂf
its members. Various re

estimated that somewhere between
4 and 30 million forns of life exist on
the carth today and that only 1.5 to
1.8 million of those have been identi-
fied to date.
warmer aid wetter the environment

As a general rule, the

of a given area, the greater the biodi-

Two of the wost genetically
diverse biomes on carth are the coral
reefs fornd iu warm. dhallow tropical
waters and the tropicul rain forests.
Scholars helieve that approximately
hall o all life forms existing on the

sociated with the

planet today ar
tropicul rain fo
cially rich iu fowering plant and insect

s, which are espe-

Tife. The Amazon Basin contains the
largest surviving stand of ruin forest
vegetation and may be the most genet-

ically diverse rain forest as well. One

indication of the ineredible diversity of
life in Awazonia is fonmed i two recent
stidies ol a single 5.0 square kilomneter
ction of the Many

(1.93 square mile) s
Biosphere Reserve of southeastern

Per where resewrehers identified over

3,000 species of plants and animals.
These inchided 1147 species of vasen-
lar plants, 244 species of moss

liverworts, 117 species of mammals,
415 species of hirds. 128 species of

reptiles and amphi

cots and

5

spiders L\\n]w)n and Sandoval 1996:

rehers have

O species of

Dallmeir. Kabel, and Fostir 1996). As
amazing as the findings were. the in-
vestigators estimated that the remain
dor of the reserve contains five to ten
times the number of species found in
the small stady site.

Just as the tropical rain forest ex-
hibits an finense collective array of

lifee, it also varies greatly it
tive: composition [rom one micror

gion to another. The ations e
be reflections of minute dilferences in
physical habitats. snel as nnderlying
LandForms, soil moistire and natrient
levels, rainfall. and exposure to sun-
light, s well as diverse human nses of
the natural environment (Jain 2000
Muzer 1996). This. in thirn,

that consenvation imeasires will sne-

siggests

ceed only il'large tructs ol land can be
set asicle ns forest preserves, The var-
ied genetic makenp also hielps us un-
derstand why large-scale imonoculture,
or the enltivation of a single crop over
awide area. is environmentally ineon-
patible with the rain forest bionie: Yet
Uie Anizanian rain forests have bhein
entand burned recently at a rale
equivalent to an area the size of Bel-

s a result ol the de-

gium eaclt year,
struction of the Amazouian rain
el others in Latin Aserica.

st andd Australia, the earth s
i estinated $.000 ta 6.000
species wmally (Wilson 1989).

Why are so many peaple so con-
cemned abont the genetic erosion cur-
rently uider way? The nuswers are

varied bt fall into two geners
gories. The first is that the genetic ero-
sion results in the loss of invaluable
inedicinad and otherwise economically
uselul products {Mittermeir and Kon-
stant 2001 Calderon cf al. 2000;

Platkin 1988). To use medicina! sub-
Stuanees as one (*\um])lu it is estimated
hat only 127

drugs potentiadly available [rom rain

wreent of allhwedicinal

forest plants have heen discovered to
date (Mendelsohn and Balick 1993).
Derivatives {ronn just one of these. the
rosy periwinkle, offer 2 99 pereent
climnee ol remission for vietims of Jyoi-
phoevtic leukeria and a 538 percernt
chance of recovery rom Todgkin's

disease, Quinine, un alkaloid derived

from the bark of cinchona trees, i

used to prevent and treat nalasia. Nu-
nserous other rain forest snbstinces
are used W treat illiesses ranging lrom
heart, eve. and nenrological disorders
1o sickle-cell anemia, Parkinson’s dis-
ewse, anel bacterial infections (Posey
2000: Clivian 1997: Wilson 1992). As

rain (orest speaies becone extinet, we

are visking e loss of an incalenlable
munber of medicinal cures and treat-
ments withoul even realizing what we
lave forlvited. Other species are ol
comsiderable potential worth foar nse as
fueds, fibers, foods, ad indnstrial
componds.

Perliaps ws crpaally conpelling ar-

gument for maiw

ng biodiversity is
that each speci irveplaccable and,
as sucl represents a small portion of

our earthly heritage—in a sense, the

loss of iy specics is @ Inss of part of
onrselves. Tn spite of all onr techino-
Jogical knowledlge, we do not vet have,
and inay never have, the capacity to
create a single new species of lile, For
hese reasons. concerned idividuals
and institutions From the Amazon
Basin nations and elsewhere are en-
deavoring to develop prograns and
strategies that will help to stemn the

loss of biodiversity within the region.

XV



PREFACE

xvi

quences of change, be it the loss of biodiversity within
lands formerly covered by tropical rain forest or such
cultural issues as the plight of street children and the
evolving status of women.

The text is designed for maximum flexibility.
Written to be readable for beginning students, it is
also generously documented with scholarly refer-
ences for the rescarch needs of advanced undergrad-
uate and graduate students. The individual chapters
can be used in all or in part and in any order. The
volume is suitable to either single term or multiterm
courses.

PEDAGOGY

The focus of this text is on comprehension of concepts,
patterns, and issues rather than on memorization of
facts and figures. The latter are provided, but they are
intended primarily to illustrate the underlying condi-
tions rather than to serve as the focus of the text. Two
pedagogical tools that have been employed to accom-
plish this objective are highlighted key terms and case
studies. The maps and photographs are intended to
promote a deeper understanding of the Latin Ameri-
can way of life and its regional expressions.
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CHANGES AND ADDITIONS
FOR THIRD EDITION

The text has been thoroughly updated for the third edi-
tion. New and updated topics include the devastating
El Salvador earthquakes of 2001, the on-going loss of
Latin America’s irreplaceable biodiversity, the changing
economic and cultural parameters of the South Ameri-
can drug trade, the hidden costs of corruption, and the
evolving status of women throughout the region. Politi-
cal conditions for each nation have been updated along
with the impacts of International Monetary Fund struc-
tural reforms. Patterns of population growth, urban and
rural landuse, and international migration are each ad-
dressed, as well as human development indicators, so-
cial class structuré, and the growth of charismatic
Protestantisim and Catholic liberation theology. Treat-
ments of human health and well-being focus on ad-
vances in nutrition, improved water supplies and health
care, increasing human life expectancies, and the omi-
nous resurgence of malaria, dengue fever, and other de-
bilitating diseases of the tropical lowlands. The maps
and graphs have been expanded and updated to reflect
the latest available data, and additional photographs
have been added to enable the reader to gain a greater
feeling for how the people live.
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1

The Changing Face of Latin America
and the Caribbean

Latin America and the Caribbean form one of the
earth’s most important and rapidly changing culture
realms. Their lands and peoples, regrettably, are also
among the least understood. Our perceptions of Latin
America are too often shaped by somewhat sensation-
alized and fragmentary media accounts of distant
crises. A day seldom passes, for example, without
media reports of political or military strife. Other ac-
counts carry predictions of impending economic ruin,
images of physical devastation, and scenes of intense
human poverty and deprivation.

These momentary glimpses, while generally accu-
rate in the limited contexts in which they are pre-
sented, often convey unintentionally a distorted picture
of the daily life of most Latin American and Caribbean
peoples. They also commumicate little, if any, apprecia-
tion of the almost infinitely diverse physical landscapes
of the region. They fail, further, to convey an under-
standing of the centuries-old struggle for human dig-
nity and development that has been waged against
both internal and external exploitation.

It is human nature, perhaps, to generalize and over-
simplity what we know little about (Goodwin 2003; Pike
1992; Weber 1988). Misconceptions of Latin America
abound. Physically, the region is often assumed to be
dominated by vast, impenetrable tropical rain forests or
by scorching deserts. Those who live in the technologi-
callv advanced, more industrialized nations have often
thoughtlessly attributed Latin America’s collective
underdevelopment to a lack of natural resources. Others
have speculated that many Latin Americans are poor
because the tropical heat makes them lazy and virtually
incapable of sustained physical labor. A surprising num-
ber still believe that most Latin Americans are illiterate

Indians living simple lives in tiny farming villages that
are ruled over by crude military dictators residing in dis-
tant capital cities. Yet another misconception is that vir-
tually all Latin Americans are still traditional Roman
Catholics who faithfully engage in reassuring rounds of
Masses, fiestas, and sacraments throughout their lives.

One of the reasons for the widespread ignorance
of Latin America and the Caribbean is the rapidity and
intensity with which change has come to the region.
While each of these stereotypes has some basis in fact,
each is outdated and inaccurate. Tropical rain forests
and deserts. for example, are but two of the many envi-
ronments found in Latin America and the Caribbean
(Figures 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3). Contrary to popular percep-
tion, Latin American and Caribbean collective under-
development has occurred despite the presence of
many of the most richly endowed mineral and agricul-
tural regions on earth (Figures 1.4 and 1.5). Those who
believe that most Latin Americans are poor because of
climatically induced laziness and lethargy ignore both
the relatively mild temperatures that characterize
much of the region and the common needs and desires
of peoples of all climates, cultures, and races to work
hard and to provide adequately for themselves and
their loved ones. They further fail to recognize that the
peoples of all nations and regions are equally capable
and industrious when provided proper health care and
educational and employment opportunities.

The stereotype that most of the peoples of Latin
America and the Caribbean are poor peasant farmers
residing in remote villages is countered by the realiza-
tion that the region is rapidly becoming one of the most
urbanized on earth, with many of the world’s largest and
most environmentally threatened cities (Figure 1.6).
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SURE 1.1

Tropical rain forest vegetation bordering the Acre River, Amazon
Basin, Brazil.

FIGURE 1.2 Ficure 1

Desert vegetation in northwestern Mexico. Highland environment of the central Andes.




