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, EDITOR’S NOTES

1. Agriculture Yearbook is a reference book reflecting the conditions of agricuiture,
forestry, animal husbandry, fisheries, township enterprises, land reclamation,farm ma-
I chinery, water conservancy, meteorology, etc. It has published both in Chinese and
t English since 1985.

] 2. The English edition bases itself tmainly on the Chinese edition of China Agricul-
ture Yearbook 1996 and is supplemented hy a few entries and special columns.

The English Edition of the Yearbook 1996 does not include the information from

Taiwan Province unless specially stated,
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Crop Farming

1995 was a good year for all major farm
crops, which contributed positively to stabi-
lizing the economy and ensuring the market
supply.

Grain output reached 466.62 million
tons, 21.51 million tons more than in the
previous year, exceeding that of 1993 to
chalk up a historical record. The sown areas
of grain crops increased by 516 950 hectares
to 110 million hectares. The sown areas of
high-yielding crops increased. These includ-
ed a record 22.8 million hectares of corn,
1. 62 million hectares more than in the previ-
ous vear and 30. 7 million hectares of rice,
573 380 hectares more than in the previcus
vear. The sown areas of beans whose unit
vield is jow decreased by 1.50 million
hectares. The sown area of soybeans was cut
by 1. 10 million hectares.

Both summer and autumn crops in-
creased. The total output of summer grains
was 106. 94 million tons, 2.63 million tons
more than in the previous year. The total
output of early rice increased by 1. 36 million
tons to 42. 22 million tons. The total output
of autumn crops increased hy 18. 88 million
tons to 359. 68 million tons. All the three
major crops of wheat, corn and rice in-
creased, with wheat output rising by 2.92
million tons, rice, hy 9. 30 million tons and
corn, by 12. 71 million tons. Most provinces
reported

increased grain output, except

Northwest China and Inner Mongalia which
reported slight decreases. The biggest in-
creases were registered in North Chins;, East
China and Central-South China.

Cotton rehabilitative

continued the
growth, with total output reaching 4. 77 mil-
lion tons, up by 9.8 percent aver the previ-
ous year. Biggest increases were recorded in
Hubei and

Henan, Xinjiang, Jangsu,
Sichuan.

(il-bearing crops continued the momen-
tum of growth on the basis of successive
years of good harvests. The total sown areas
and total output all chalked up historical
records. The sown area reached 13 miilion
hectares, 1.02 million hectares more than in
the previous year and the total output
reached 22.5 million tons, rising by 13.1
percent. The total output of peanuts rose by
5.7 percent to 10.23 million tons and rape
seed sown area reached 1.12 million hectares
and total output rose by 30. 5 percent to 9. 78
million tons.

A hig increase was recorded in the sum-
mer oil-bearing crops. The sown area of
sumimer tape seed was 6. 91 million hectares,
1. 12 million hectares more than in the previ-
ous year and its total output reached 9.78
million tons, rising by 30.5 percent. Au-
turnn ail-hearing crops decreased., with the
total output reaching 12. 73 million tons.

The total output of sugar-bearing crops
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reached 79. 4 million tons, 5. 95 miilion tons
more than in the previous year, next only to
1991 and 1992. The sown area was 1. 82 mil-
lion hectares, 65 000 hectares more than in
the previous year. The high-yielding sugar
cane sown area increased by 68 300 hectares.
The major sugar-bearing crops growing areas
enjoyed good weather conditions and the nat-
urul disasters were not severe.

The sown areas and output of vegetables
all increased, with the sown area increasing
by 594 000 hectares to 9. 51 million hectares
and the total output growing by 81. 21 mil-
lion tons to 257. 23 million tons.

The total output of fruits was 42.15
million tons, rising by 20.4 percent. Tea
output dropped by 0.8 percent ta 580 000
tans.

Compared with previous years, there
were the following characteristics in China’s
agricultural and rural work:

1. Agricultural production gained mo-
mentum as it received greater aitention from
the leaderships at all levels and the measures
adopted were correct. The central and local
governments all produced a series of prefer-
ential policies to support agricultural devel-
opment and strengthened their guidance,
support, protection and regulation, thus pro-
viding a good external environment for

the development of agriculture. Zhejiang
Province introduced the levei-hy-level re-
sponsibility system for grain work and de-
manded that all localities must achieve stahil-
ity in sown area, output and inventories and
the balance in aggregates and among differ-
ent areas and introduce the local administra-
tors assuming the sole responsibility for
grain production. The province continued the

4

policy of additional prices in the purchase of
grain by the state and tying the supply of
chemical {fertilizer to grain production and the
policies for supporting grain production and
for appropriation of grain supplies. Guang-
dong Province did not relax its efforts on
grain production following the good harvest
wrested from severe natural disasters in the
previous year. Tt strove 10 raise the unit out-
put and total output and the self-sufficiency
rate in grain supply. It carried out the as-
sessment system for the grain responsibility
system and introduced the protective prices
for grain (20 yuan per 50 kilograms for the
third grade rice) and adopted a series of mea-
sures to build provincial commeodity grain
hases. Many other provinces dispatched a
large number of cadres to the countryside to
belp local farmers with production plans.

2. Input in farm production increased.
The mechanism of increasing agricultural in-
put through multiple channels was taking
shape. The investment in agricultural capital
construction in 1995 was 14. 51 billion yuan,
1. 85 billion more than in the previous vear.
This was rare in history. The State Develop-
ment Bank put more than 3 billion yuan into
grain production, irrigation projects, farm
production materials and the “vegetable bas-
ket” project. The application of chemical fer-
tilizer increased, rising by at least 10 percent
in the application of chemical fertilizer in
grain crops alone. Besides, governments at
all levels and departments concerned also in-
creased input in the construction of basic
farming facilities. Anhui Province, for in-
stance, invested 500 million yuan more in
agricultural capital construction and in-

creased agricultural loans by at least 10 per-
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