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PREFACE

It is difficult to believe that there is a general anthology on a subject that
satisfies perfectly all its readers all the time. Readers come to an anthology
with a wide range of backgrounds and varied expectations. An item whose
inclusion may seem well judged to one reader may be regarded as a strange
or inappropriate choice by another; the absence of a particular article may
go unlamented by one reader and be a source of great disappointment to
another. So, I will settle for the less ambitious goal of pleasing most of the
readers much of the time in this anthology containing 78 selections on
morphology that were chosen for their scholarly merit and intellectual
stimulation.

This collection is probably the largest anthology devoted to morphology
that has been published to date. It is not meant to serve as an historical
archive. Rather, it is intended to give some perspective on the development
and elaboration of morphological theory in modern linguistics while at the
same time reflecting live issues that are being debated today. With that in
mind, earlier work which addressed theoretical challenges that still resonate
today in the literature have been included; but the majority of the contri-
butions are from the recent past since much of the most important work in
morphology has been undertaken in recent decades. The issues that the
authors raise, albeit in different guises and in a variety of theoretical frame-
works, have been and continue to be central to debates about the nature of
morphology, its place in grammatical theory and its relationships with other
components of grammar.

Adherence to a particular school of linguistics, and presentation of
this or that orthodoxy, was not a factor that was taken into account in
deciding what to include or how to organize the anthology. It was the ways
in which particular studies have illuminated some important theoretical
issue or provided an insightful description of some morphological pheno-
menon that was taken into account. The result, I hope, is an anthology in
which the reader is able to eavesdrop on a dialogue between advocates of
different positions across the boundaries of time and over theoretical
barricades.
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PREFACE

A further consideration in determining what to include was a desire to
offer a panoramic view of morphological phenomena in a wide range
of languages which differ typologically and represent different language
families. Working through any of these volumes, the reader will explore the
great diversity of words and word-structure in the languages of the world.

Still, what has been said above does not explain fully why some obviously
major contributions to morphology had been left out. Easy accessibility
was a consideration. The inclusion of items that are not readily available
was prioritized. A related policy decision was taken to avoid overlap with a
number of excellent recent collections and surveys of morphology since
probably every decent library will have them on its shelves. This includes
works such as The Handbook of Morphology (edited by Andrew Spencer and
Arnold Zwicky (Oxford: Blackwell, 1998) and Morphology: A Handbook on
Inflection and Word Formation (edited by Geert Booij, Christian Lehmann,
Joachim Mugdan, unter Mitarbeit von Wolfgang Kesselheim und Stavros
Skopeteas, Vol. 1, 2000; (Vol. 2 in preparation) Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.)

It remains to thank three groups of people: all the scholars whose work is
reproduced here as without their contributions this anthology would not
exist, the publishers who granted permission to reprint the articles, and the
Routledge staff (in particular Rebekah Taylor, the series editor) who steered
the project through the editing and production process.

Francis Katamba
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