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brary and Information Services stems directly

from the responsibility of a professional field
to inform and educate its students, its practitioners, and
the public about the interests and activities of the field.
Efforts to fulfill this responsibility in the latter half of
the 20th century have been severely hampered by the
extraordinary growth and development of all fields of
knowledge. Since understanding the significance of
rapid, and sometimes dramatic, change requires
periodic review and synthesis, the emergence of the
idea upon which this work is based was incvitable.

The need for current information about the field of
library and information services was addressed earlier
by Donald E. Stewart, Managing Editor, and by the
Editor when we created The ALA Yearbook, first pub-
lished in 1976. This annual review of information
about library events, activities, and personalities
reached its fourth volume in 1979. When the initial
discussions of an ALA Encyclopedia began in 1976,
there was a clear realization that the Yearbook alone
could not provide a proper historical context for many
of the topics it covers. Background information
essential for the comprehension of current issues and
problems could not be provided in the Yearbook and
usually did not appear in the literature that it sum-
marized.

From its inception the editors of the Yearbook
sought an international perspective, but defining the
breadth and scope of such coverage demands knowl-
edge of the history as well as the present status and
condition of libraries, archives, and other informa-
tion services in many countries. For these basic rea-
sons, an ALA Encyclopedia was conceived to provide
an ordered synthesis of library and information ser-
vices as they have developed throughout the world
but with emphasis on North America. An editorial
plan for the Encyclopedia was proposed to the ALA
Publishing Committee and to a selected group of ad-
visers for review in late 1977. Their comments re-
sulted in a revised plan that guided the development
of this work.

Several previously published works were helpful in
planning this volume. Fritz Milkau’s Handbuch der
Bibliothekswissenschaft is one of the most comprehen-
sive and scholarly encyclopedias of libraries ever
published. Although much of its information about
the history of libraries in ancient times is without
equal, its topical arrangerhent and the lack of an En-
glish language translation render it less than accessi-
ble to many readers.

The idea of an ALA World Encyclopedia of Li-

Editor’s Preface

The Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science,
edited by Kent, Lancour, and Daily, now in its 27th
volume, is the most comprehensive curtent encydlo-
pedia in the field. It is a work of very broad scope,
covering technical, historical, and philosophical top-
ics. Nevertheless, it has been affected by the dramatic
growth and developmient of the field since its incep-
tion, resulting in some lack of comparability between
information in earlier and latet quxm'cs. The Dictio-
nary of American Library Biography, which consists of
scholarly biographies of significant figures in the
U.S. library world who are no longer living, sct a
high standard for the selection and presentation of
biographical data quite useful in developing biog-
rapgies for the ALA Encyclopedia,

An important distinction of the ALA Encyclopedia
as it takes it place among earlier works is that,
although initially congeived as a basic companion to
the ALA Yearbaok, the ALA Encyclopedia is an en-
tirely new work. It is comparable in style but much
broader in scope than the Yearboak. In one convenient

-volume, the ALA Encyclopedia seeks.to explain fun-

damental ideas, record historical events and activitics,

and portray those personalitics, living and dead, who

have shaped the field. o

The editorial plan for the ALA Encyclopedia con-
sists of six basic categories of articles: ‘

(1). Therc are structured articles about the status and
condition of libraries with accompanying statis-
tics provided by the contributor for 162 countrics
in the world. In addition other articles cover the
history and role of libraries fromi ancient times to
the present. : ,

(2) Nine articles cover the major types of institutions
that deliver library and information services.
These articles were directed by a principal con-
tributor, in most cases with a tcam of con-
tributors who wrote comprehensive articles
exploring the purpose, characteristic services,
clientele, and patterns of governance, finance,
and administration of the institutions. They rep-
resent an editorial approach to comparative li-
brarianship, in an attempt to discern com-
monalities and differences in these institutions
and their practices as they exist in many coun-
trics.

(3) Twenty-five articles explore the principles and
practices of librarianship and information man-
agement, cxplaining and analyzing the funda-.
mental processes and basic types of services to the
many different client groups.

it



Editor’s Preface

(4) Ten articlés cover the field of education and re-
search from early apprenticeship to formal h-
brary education.

(5) Twenty-eight articles describe the activities of
significant international organizations, agencies,
and associations not covered under individual
countries.

(6) One hundred seventy-two biographical subjects
from different places of the world and from dif-
ferent times were sclected for inclusion from
nominations made by the international advisory
_group. Among the editors’ criteria for inclusion
are: toundation of an important library, or a pri-
mary role in a major library’s growth, develop-
ment, and influence; author of seminal writings
of great impact and lasting influence; leadership
in the profession, including activity in pro-
fessional associations; significant activity as a li-
brary educator; contribution to the theory of li-
Jbrarianship in any of the field’s components;
exemplary role as a practitioner, within any part
of the profession; publisher of related books and
periodicals; and leadership in important national
and international bibliographic enterprises.

The articles, which are alphabetically arranged,
vary in length from several hundred to more than 2
thousand words, providing enough space to treat
significant aspects of each topic. One hundred forty-
four statistical tables and 300 illustrations enliven and
enrich the text. ‘ ’

Two editorial features merit special mention. Be-
fote determining the list of articles that would com-
prisc this work, a complete-outline of the fields of
knowledge was constructed to guide the editors and
advisers in initial planning. This approach- made it
possible to determine the breadth and scope of cover-
age for each historicai topic and technical issue and
¢nsured even geographic representation. It also pro-
vided a map that set the scope and limits of each
article and tEat proved useful when provided to con-
tributors. The editors believe the result'is a work that
achieves 2 maximum of coherence with a minimum
of duplication. The Outline is presented in the fol-
lowing pages not only as a table of contents but also
as a contribution toward a better understanding of
the organization of knowledge in library and in-
formation services. The editors are aware that this is
only one possible ordering of the togics covered, but
it may have special significance for the reader seeking
a systematic overview or the student pursuing a
course of study. ‘

The articles are complemented by ‘an innovative
Parallel Index that runs in the margins parallel to the

articles in the text. It expands access to the full re-
sources of the 700,000-word volume, while supple-
menting the articles with additional information.
Published in conventional format as the last element
of the ALA Encyclopedia, it would occupy about 32
pages; it conserves paper and printing, therefore,
while bringing together all related index citations and
text articles. :

The appearance of these references alongside the
text may also stimulate interest in articles not initially
sought by the reader but likely to provide relevant
additional information on the topic of immediate
interest. The Parallel Index arrangement, as far as'the
editors are aware, is the first of its kind in comparable
reference works. Readers’ comments are welcome.

No work of this kind could be accomplished with-
out the collaboration of many colleagues around the
world. Thirty-three editorial advisers participated,
and 363 authors from about 145 countries contributed
articles. The .editors acknowledge with apprecia-
tion the difficulties mapy contributors had to over-
come in order to meet the relatively tight publishing
schedule. In several cases manuscripts were hand de-
livered for all or a part of the journey in order to
obviate the problems of international mail. To obtain
information which was otherwise unavailable, one
contributor even ventured into an area where local
hostilities were in progress. Selected for their knowl-
edge, experience, and professional or scholarly
achievements, they lend impressive authority to the
ALA Encyclopedia.

This work represents a milestone in the collabora-
tive work of the Editor and Managing Editor, who
received invaluable assistance from Associate Editor,
Joel M. Lee; Assistant Editor, Marilyn Litvin; In-
dexer, Carol Kelm; and many others.

If, as the editors believe, the ALA World Encyclope-
dia of Library and Information Services offers timely,
accurate, comprehensive, and authoritative informa-
tion in its field, that is more than adéquate reason to
commend it to librarians, students, public officials,
and other readers interested.in library and informa-
tion services. If it, further, proves to be a successful
instrument of education, the dedicated efforts of ad-
visers, contributing editors, staff, and contributors
will be appropriately rewarded.

ROBERT WEDGEWORTH
Editor

ALA Headquarters"
Chicago, Illinois
January 2, 1980
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This Outline is organized under five principal divisions.
—

Part One, on Libraries in Society, covers the history and
rolv of libraries, from ancient times to the present. In addi-
tion to nine major articles on historical periods, 162 articles
cover libraries and librarianship in the countries of the
world. All Part One articles are organized according to the
following outline: national libraries, academic li%rarics‘
public libraries, school libraries and media centers, special
and other libraries, and library associations. The articles
appear n alphabetical order in the text. Most articles in-
riudc comprehensive statistical tables prepared by au-
thoritics expressly for this work. Biograpﬁies appear in the
Outline under major headings according to period and
place.

Part Two, on The Library as an Institution, comprises nine
major articles on the principal types of libraries and ar-
chives; most have been coordinated by a Principal Con-
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tributor. Articles emphasize North America but examples
and generalizations are also drawn from various systems in
other sections of the world.

Part Three, on Theory and Practice of Librarianship, deals
with the heart of librarianship. Twenty-five articles bring
together under broad titles the principles and practices of
librarianship and information management.

Part Four, on Education and Research, in ten major articles
covers librarianship, information science, and archival ad-
ministration. The articles treat the fundamentals of cur-
riculum content and issues in research and education.

Part Five, on International Library, Information, and Biblio-
graphical Organizations, compriscs 28 articles that describe
the growth and development of international information
systems and enumerate the key organizations on the inter-
national level.

I.  Ancient World

A. EGYPT* 187
1. Media
2. Notable Libraries
B. NEAR EAST (Babylonia and Assyria) 403
1. Third Millennium B.C.
2. Second Millennium B.C.
3. Assurbanipal’s Library (7th century B.C))
C. GREECE 223
1. Early Notable Libraries
2. Aristotle’s Library
1D. ALEXANDRIAN LIBRARY 32
1. Alexandria (3d century B.C))
2. Pergamum (2d century B.C.)
3. The Hellenic East
E. ROME 486
1. Media
2. Notable Libraries
F. BYZANTINE LIBRARIES (through the 15th
century A.D.) 107
(;. ISLAMIC LIBRARIES (after the 7th century
AD) 27
1. Growth of Islam
2. Notable Libraries
3. Organization of Libraries

Biographies—Ancient World
ASSURBANIPAL 58
BENEDICT, SAINT 77
CALLIMACHUS 107
CASSIODORUS 120

*Note: Throughout this Outline, all entries set in capitals
are titles of articles.

II. Middle Ages through the Renaissance
{17th Century)

A. MIDDLE AGES. LIBRARIESIN THE 373
1. Monasteries and Cathedrals
2. University Librartes
3. Other Libraries
B. RENAISSANCE LIBRARIES 474
1. Manuscript Book Production
2. Impact of Printing
3. Humanism and the Renaissance Book
4. Notable Libraries
5. Role of Librarians .
Biographics—Middlc Ages through the
Renaissance
BODLEY, SIR THOMAS 91
MAUNSELL, ANDREW 346

NAUDE, GABRIEL 402
PLATINA, BARTOLOMEO 432

[Il. Modern World. In the articles cited here, the
following outline is followed for each country
article:

(a) National Library
(b) Academic Libraries
{c) Public Libraries
(d) School Libraries
(e) Special Libraries
(f) Other Libraries
(g) Associations

(E) Statistics

A. Africa
ALGERIA 33

xv
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ANGOLA 34
BENIN 78
BOTSWANA 94
BURUNDI 105
CAMEROON 108
CAPE VERDE 116

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 127

CHAD 130
CONGO, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
THE 158

DJIBOUTI 180

EGYPT. ARAB REPUBLIC OF 188
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 192
ETHIOPIA 193

FRENCH CULTURAL CENTER
LIBRARIES 211

GABON 212

THE GAMBIA 213
GHANA 219
GUINEA 226
GUINEA-BISSAU 226
IVORY COAST 276
KENYA 288
LESOTHO 313
LIBERIA 313
LIBYA 330
MADAGASCAR 338
MALAWI 339
MALIL 341

MAURITANIA, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC

OF 347
MAURITIUS 347
MOROCCO 381
MOZAMBIQUE 382
NAMIBIA (SOUTH WEST AFRICA)
NIGER 411

NIGERIA 411

RWANDA 489

SENEGAL 520
SEYCHELLES 521

SIERRA LEONE 526
SOMALIA 529

SOUTH AFRICA 529
SUDAN 548

SWAZILAND 549
TANZANIA 554

TOGO 559

TUNISIA 561

UGANDA 563

UPPER VOLTA 582

ZAIRE 598

ZAMBIA 399

ZIMBABWE RHODESIA 600

Biographies—Africa
AJE. SIMEON BABASANYA 30
AKITA, JERMIAS MAMA 30
BOUSSO., AMADOU ALASSANE

EL SHENITY, EL SAYED
MAHMOUD 191

EVANS, EVELYN 195

386
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B.

OGUNSHEYE, FELICIA
ADETOWUN 416
Asia
AFGHANISTAN 27
BANGLADESH 71
BHUTAN 80
BURMA 104
CAMBODIA 108
CHINA, PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF 137
CHINA, REPUBLIC OF (TAIWAN) 139
HONG KONG 239
INDIA 246
INDONESIA 247
JAPAN 279

KOREA, DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF 291

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 291
LAOS 295
MALAYSIA 339
NEPAL 405
PAKISTAN 420
PHILIPPINES 430
SINGAPORE 527
SRILANKA 543
THAILAND 556
TIBET 558
VIETNAM 586

Biographies—Asia

AMANQO, KEITARO 33

ANUAR, HEDWIC (AROOZ0O0O) 34
BACHTIAR, HARSYA WARDHANA 68
KESAVAN, B. S. 29

LI TA-CHAO 333

MAMIYA, FUJIO 343

PRASAD, SRI NANDAN 440
PRIOLKAR, ANANT KAKBA 440

R/]\JWADE. VISHWANATH
ASHINATH 466

RANGANATHAN, SHIYALI
RAMAMRITA 467

YUAN T'UNG LI 597

. Central America

BAHAMAS 69

BARBADOS 72

BELIZE 77

BERMUDA 79

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 100
COSTA RICA 166

CUBA 167

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 180
EL SALVADOR 190
GUATEMALA 225

HAITE 228

HONDURAS 239

JAMAICA 277

MEXICO 369
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 407
NICARAGUA 409

PANAMA 422

PUERTO RICO 463
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 559



