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PREFACE

Tuis volume, published under the direction of the Department of
International Studies of the London School of Economics and
Political Science, embodies an attempt to present in collected
form a selection of the decisions bearing upon points of public
international law which have been given by national and
international courts and tribunals during the years 1925 and
1926. The work of which this book is the first-fruits was
prompted by the suspicion that there is more international
law already in existence and daily accumulating “ than this
world dreams of ” and by the conviction that it is more
international law that this world wants. As the work has
progressed that suspicion has ripened into a certainty. Every
student of international law is familiar with the summaries
and reports of decisions which are to be found in Series E of
the Publications of the Permanent Court of International
Justice, including its very useful analytical indexes, and in
such periodicals as the British Year Book of International
Law, the American Journal of International Law, the Journal
du Droit International, the Zeitschrift fiir Internationales
Recht, the Rivista di Diritto Internazionale, and many others,
to which our indebtedness is patent and is gratefully acknow-
ledged. When to these familiar and accessible sources are
added the decisions of many courts and tribunals, national
and international, which do not usually fall within the scope
of periodical publications, the resulting mass of raw material
forms a body of authority which both in quality and in variety
has exceeded our expectations. If we now can, with the help
of collaborators, carry out our purpose of applying the same
method to decisions given in the years 1919 to 1924 inclusive
and in the years subsequent to those covered by this volume,
there will soon be available for practitioners and publicists a
X
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series of volumes which, we venture to think, will become
increasingly useful as the years pass by. The feature of the
twentieth century, particularly after the year 1919, is likely
to be an abundant growth of judicial activity in international
relations, and there is little reason to doubt that, before half
that century has elapsed, international law will be developed
from judicial sources almost out of recognition.

A discussion of the degree of authority and the law-making
influence to be attributed to decisions such as are digested
in this volume would be out of place here, and we shall confine
ourselves to the remark that in any field of human activity
it is impossible for one mind faced with the task of solving a
problem not to give weight to the solution of a similar problem
which has commended itself to another mind elsewhere. That
is not a principle of law but of common human experience.

Not every civilised country is represented in this volume,
but the lack of any digest coming from a particular country
does not mean that it has been overlooked. In spite of the
valuable assistance of Judge Altamira, Professor J. M. Trias,
and Senor Juan de Callejon, no relevant Spanish entries for
the years 1925 and 1926 could be found, and the Baltic States
yielded up nothing to the search so courteously made on our
behalf by Professor Piip. Finland also provided no cases for
this volume. In Turkey there exists, we are given to under-
stand, some official objection to the publication of judgments
to others than the parties concerned in the litigation. We
are also indebted to Dr. G. Kaeckenbeek, President of the
Upper Silesian Mixed Arbitral Tribunal, to Dr. S. Rundstein of
the Polish Foreign Office, and to Professor C. van Vollenhoven,
Presiding Commissioner of the American-Mexican General
Claims Commission, for materials which they have been so
kind as to send us.

It will be seen that as a general rule we have contented
ourselves with a bare statement of the facts and a summary
of the judgment in each case and have not attempted to
criticise it or to add references to similar decisions or relevant
literature. A vertical line by the side of an entry indicates
that the decision emanates from an international tribunal,
and the judgments and advisory opinions of the Permanent
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Court of International Justice are distinguished by the use
of large type and by printing the name of the Court in the
margin.

To our contributors, British and foreign, we are deeply
indebted for their labour, which in the case of many countries
(notably the United States of America) has been heavy, for
their zeal in co-operating in this experiment which has been
most stimulating, and for their toleration of the editorial
discretion. Although it would have shortened our task to
preserve the ipsissima verba of their contributions, we came
early to the conclusion that it was necessary to maintain
a certain measure of common form throughout the volume,
particularly in view of the fact that many of the digests were
coming from countries in which the form of a digest is not so
familiar as it is to British and American lawyers. We there-
fore have not scrupled to modify the text of the contributions
when required for this purpose. We have also frequently
found it necessary to omit digests supplied by them of decisions
which turned upon points of internal constitutional law and
did not illustrate or develop a principle of international law ;
though occasionally the presence in such cases of certain
features of interest to international lawyers has seemed to us
to justify their inclusion. We must beg the indulgence of
our contributors for any liberties which we may have taken
and must ask our readers not to attribute to them too literal
a responsibility for the selection or the contents of the digests
ascribed to them in this volume. The notes appended to
certain digests are the work of the contributors except when
they are followed by the letters: *“ Ed.”

The members of our Advisory Committee have been to us
an unfailing source of help, not only in the work of planning
out the classification but in finding contributors and in advising
upon the acceptance or rejection of decisions and upon the
form of the entries. Our task has been longer and at times
more tedious than we anticipated at the outset, and it has
been a constant encouragement to us that men so much
occupied with affairs of public importance as the members of
our Advisory Committee should have thought it worth while
to spare time to help us. Here again we must acquit them of
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responsibility for the contents of the volume or the views
implied by the classification or expressed in the notes, because
there are many points upon which we had to exercise our own
judgment. This exoneration is rendered particularly im-
portant by reason of the official positions which they occupy.

To the Governors and the Director of the London School
of Economics and Political Science, and to Messrs. Longmans,
Green and Co., we are grateful for the far-sighted public spirit
which has made it possible to produce a work upon which the
financial return may be somewhat delayed, and for their
patience in awaiting its publication. We have also to thank
Miss Lucy Mair, M.A., Assistant Lecturer at the London
School of Economics and Political Science, for translating a
number of the digests and for assistance in reading proofs.
To the printers we are indebted for the interest which they
have shewn in devising an appropriate form.

In conclusion, we wish to make it clear that we regard this
volume as experimental. That something like it is essential
we are convinced, but on the questions both of form and
contents we shall welcome criticism and suggestions from
any quarter,

ARNOLD D. McNAIR.
H. LAUTERPACHT.

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIKS,
LoNDON ScHOOL OF ECONOMICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE,
ALDWYCH,
LoNDoN, W.C.2.
315¢ May, 1929.

The correct method of citation of cases in this volume s as
Jollows :
Annual Digest, 1925-1926, Case No.
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