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Unit 7

| ERELYEST 1
be blessed with tiptoe spontaneous wind
ease zest dread swear
cross-examine even-tempered steady rattle
transact shamble sepulchral clutch
self-evident reveal conjure vibrate
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This Year It' s Going to Be Different

SEHE AL TH

New Year’ sresolutions are like any- !
thing else — you get out of them what you
put in. Judging from results of other years,
I had never put enough in, but this year was
going to be different. I read books on self-
improvement before I wrote my list. Find
some beauty in everything. ...
fellow feel important. ... About thirty like
that. Pretty clearly, anyone who followed
with
aricher life, boundless love from his family,
and the admiration of the community. I could
hardly wait until New Year’ s Day.

my collection of rules would beblessed

When I came downstairs Maggie, my
wife, was at the kitchen sink. Itipto
and kissed her on the back of the neck. (Reso-
lution No. 1: Be spontancous in showing

= over

Will Stanton
IR - i H g

BAFUE S5 ARG, R

fr At LZMAEE N PEFIT 4. L
ERFRIZRRAIN, RMRBA K

- HRBERE, HESENELES

AR . REERTHXARBIRY

B RRAEMIESIN T g
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 BEUKIEVERIR V. REEEME
B MTHRTE . CE—TokE: B

affection.) She shricked and dropped a cup.
. B EUIER T 7 fhik
SE T

“Don’ tever sneak up on me like that again!”
she cried.

“You’ re looking lovely this morning,” :

I said. (A since
weight in gold.)

re compliment is worth its

ARMFRBNE ) Mk —rEeny,
E—MHRFIRE E. “TREGR

“BAHRE L BRKIFA B

R (BABEMERS.)

Words and Expressionsp-pp» —
esolutior [reza'lju:fan] n. B, Yol , i, Peil
bless [bles] ve. B8, 4k, < O > BEFI3R A9 T B!

oundless  ['baundlis] adj. TFRE , T TR
tiptoe [tipteu] n. BIZR, BE4R vi. FIBIYSE
| spontaneous [spon‘teinjes, -nios] adj. B &1, AR
Urizk] v. RFS A0, 80 AT PR E , J0R 00y n. g0y | o7 Jﬁﬂ%ﬁ"‘l
[sin'sia] adj. W3H , FELH , EikK



“Look,” she said, “it wasn’ t my idea to
stay out until four a. m.”

I took some aspirin and coffee into the
living room. I’ d just started reading the paper
when Sammy, our five-year-old, came in. He
was wearing the watch he’ d received for
Christmas. “Say, Dad,” he said, “what makes

a watch run?”

In the old days I would have told him to ask
his mother. Instead, I got a pencil and drew a

sketch of the escapementmechanism. (Always

encourage your child’ s curiosity.) It took about
fifteen minutes, and Sammy wandered off sev-
eral times, but I kept calling him back. “There,”
I said, “that’ s what makes your watch run.”

“Then how come it doesn’ t?” he asked.

His brother Roy walked by. “You have

to windit,” said Roy. Sammy wound it and

held it to his ear. He smiled. “Roy sure is
smart,” he said.

Our daughter Gretchen came in with her |

doll, Mrs. Robinson. “Good morning,
Gretchen,” 1 said. “Happy New Year, Mrs,
Robinson.” (Meet your child at his own level.)

“It isn’ t either happy,” said Gretchen.
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[waind] v. %8, 48, FA %, EE
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¢ Mrs. Robinson is sick. Probably a coronary.”

“Why don’ t you take her to see Dr.
Sammy?” I suggested. “He can use his new
doctor’ s kit.”

The phone rang, and I answered it. It
was a friend of our daughter Kit. “Happy
New Year, Marilyn,” I said. “What have you
been doing over the holidays?” (Show an in-
terest in your children’s friends.) She said
she hadn’ t been doing anything much. “Come
now, a pretty girl like you,” I said jovially —
“I’ 11 bet the fellows are swarming around. ...
What’ s that? Yes, of course you can speak to
Kit. Certainly.”

Kit was in her room with the record
player going very loud. I rapped on the door.
She called out something, and I went in. She
was in her pajamas. “I didn’ t say you could
comein!” she yelled, grabbing a robe and hold-
ing it in front of her. At fourteen, she has
become extremely aware of being female.

“I’ m sorry. I couldn’ t understand you,”
I said apologetically. To case the situation, I
picked up her brand-new sweater from the
floor and put it over a chair.

—— Words and Expressions p- p » b

|
|
|
|
|
|
!
I
I
I
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I
I
I
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
1
|
|
|
|
|
1
1
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
1
1
I
|

NIRT » 37548 T sBARBIBK AR AE - ”

“Hft a R EBFERESE
Wg? 7 FEBL, T LAt AR
BRAAE.”

HLTEIRAS I, R T - RROTX
JLEERF I — I RATHRE . “HT4F
I HEER R, “BURHERIRMET
frawF? 7 CEXREFRARS
Mol ) G, WHEMELE T,
BARXHET L&, 7 W
Yi: “ REUE E BB B9 /KT B
oA a? B, R R ET LABREE
FrtiE. HRATLL”

FAFTEM b5 (B B, FRIB L
BOP BRI . FRA T Rl ] . A HE
KEWT A4, BETHE. il
FEER. “REA VWAL
Fet 7 MR EL, INT MRS
H, EACHTHE. BRI RAE I
%, BREZFHERACR A
B/

KR, REAUTHE . ” R
HEK S T RFLXRRE, RATME
FHFEBENR LR TER, &
R E.

[i:2) n. R, Bl AEH ve FIKPR, (R0, AR, BOFS vi. YRS , JEOH

coronary ['koreneri] adj. & , £, TARE
jovially ['d3auvjali, -viali] adv. fitiis , &b
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“] was going to pick it up,” she said de-
fensively. “You don’ t always put your things
away.”

There was a series of shrieks down the
hall. I found Gretchen in tears. Roy and Sammy
were about to perform open-heart surgery on
Mrs. Robinson with a scout knife. “She told
us Mrs. Robinson was sick,” Roy said.

1 suggested that they carve something for
their mother — like a salad spoon. (Encourage
creativity in the young.)

In the kitchen, Maggie wanted to know
what was wrong with Gretchen. “Mrs.

Robinson had a coronary,” I told her.

“I know you’ re not feeling your best af-
ter last night,” she said, “but I’ m getting a
little tired of these smart remarks. Would you
mind taking the garbage out?”

“I’ d be happy to,” I said. (The most trivial
chore can prove rewarding if approached with

zest.)

“Do you have to be so sarcastic?” she
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It seemed that my resolutions weren’ t f

working the way the books had said. I didn’ t
quit, though. I helped the boys build a snowman
— only Sammy got his feet wet and Roy lost
his mittens and they went inside. I played jacks
with Gretchen, but she said I didn’ t do it right.
I struck up a conversation with Kit, trying to
establish some kind of rapport, I touched on
hippies, pop music, dating, morality and so
on. She contributed very little. Anybody else
would have thrown in the sponge, but I kept
trying. For example, Maggie always dreads
taking down the Christmas tree, so I thought
I’ d do it for her. (Take over one of your wife’ s

chores, she’ 11 love you for it.)

AP LIFHBA B AT+ BT

- VREOIRRERARAE . (HRREA L

Fro REBILFIBET—1MEAN,
HEFEKRFFE TV, PHETE
HFE, i#ERET. RAER
AHANF WL, B RA 25
REEFFTFIRZR, BRI HE
KiFRA. RRBITHEEL. WfT
R ASTEEES, WHRL

Ui AR T HAA BB

I was about two thirds done when Maggie

came in. “Oh, no!” she cried. “I wanted it left
up for the party tonight. Can’ t you just sit
and watch a football game? Please? It s what
you usually do on New Year’s.”

“This year is different,” I said.

T, ERRH—-EHRNAE. F
meEREERERRMET X,
it LA R AE TR BB ft . (FEARAY
RS FE, taHILmNE
)

AT T =2/, 5
FHERT . “MRUF, B! 7 ik,
“RABLE BT AS K EIF IR
. REEARREA T oRE EBR L
WE? FEIE ! AT RAREAF L M
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“Yes, isn’ tit?” She shook her head. “I |

S I don’ t know. The kids have been im-

possible all day. I found the boys on

“HER—H.” RiK.

“HR? RG? MR TR T k.
“REBERAAE. BEFIRRE

Words and Expressions p- p p »

['mitn] »n. BRFE, £2HFE
[d3eeks] n. PNFHEAE
[ree'poit] n. FIE, FEk

rapport

[mo'reeliti] adj. AR n. i I
[spAnd3] n. 48 , MBAA  BARYY , L075 v. FIBARSUENR. . R
R ‘
[sweo] vi. iR, 5%, X%

[(hywith] v. 477, Hl, Bk, % n YIAKTT, BT



my best salad spoon, and then they had the
nerve to say you suggested it. And Kit has
been in a poisonous mood. She said that
Marilyn phoned and you didn’ t tell her. And
that you ¢;oss-cxamined Marilyn about her
boyfriends.”

«UNIT 1 -
IEABBESE. RE DB BTN
REBIFHERAT. MR

L RERILE . RIS ERIR . RIS

BHTHRIER, fREA &R, thid

B, A AR IR A T 5
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“Hold it!" I said. “I was only making
"R BRAE, rEMERE TSI T
 ET.

small talk.” By now the kids were in the room,
drawn by the commotion.

“You never bothered with small talk be- |

fore. Why start now?”

L]

“Because it’ s New Year’s,” I said. I ex-
plained to the assembled gathering about the
books and the resolutions and what I’ d been
trying to accomplish. Silence. The kids stood
there looking uneasily at each other. “A man
wants to improve himself,” I said. “He wants

to be a better husband, a better father—’

“BIET ! KB, “RRAAERE

“UREART AR S0 R
roBEBETR? 7

“ BB RHTAE . " Wbl )

C RE—-EMEFIRETAXBRE
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“We all want to be better,” Maggie said. ‘

“Except that when you’ re so considerate it
doesn’ t seem natural. If the kids do some-
thing and you get mad, they know where they
stand. But when you’ re o even-tempered—

|

“RATEBEREST . SHE
“ARRAIERA SR ER. RN

;&?MTHZ$%y%Eﬁﬁ%T,
At EmEACHMEE T . BR
L RS

“Yeah,” Kit said. “You didn’ t say a word |
AR b, AR EE A . IR

about my clothes on the floor. You just smiled.
It made me sick.”

/

[ :
| commotion
|

| uneasily

[ke'maufen] n. %&3h, FEL

|

Words and Expressions p- b b B ,
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Roy said, “I been in more trouble today.

”

Gretchen said, “I think it was better when
you didn’ t play jacks.”

“And yelled,” Sammy said,” and said
‘damitall’ .”

“Allright,” I snarled. “I make every effort
to be a good father, and this is the thanks I get.
The fact is, you don’ t deserve the father
you’ ve got.”

I'was illustrating my points with gestures.
“You’ re the ones who’ d better start making
resolutions. Like doing your homework, clean-
ing your rooms, letting the spoons alone. And
when I tell you to do something, jump!”

I reached out to sicady a lamp I had
brushed with my sleeve. “Furthermore—>" At
this moment, I realized suddenly that the at-
mosphere had changed. The kids were sprawled
on the floor, relaxed. I turned to Maggie.

“Why is everybody smiling? What’ s the
big joke?”

“No joke,” she said. “We’ re just happy
to have you back again.”
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