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Preface

The development of English grammar systems has a long'and con-
tinuing history. The aim of this book is to trace that history from its
earliest beginnings to the current linguistics scene, and thus the scope of
the book is large. I have tried to present this vast amount of material in
language comprehensible to the beginning language student. The book is
intended as an introductory survey both for the prospective English
teacher who needs to know something about the evolution of and revolu-
tion in English language study, and for the general reader who is fascinated
by language study and wants to know more about its intellectual history.
The reader should understand that the “correct” approach to gram-
mar study and the proper philosophy about human nature and human use
of language have never been and probably never will be established for all
time. No one approach has remained entirely unquestioned, even in its
heyday. And that is as it should be. Although prevailing attitudes at
various points in our history have usually reflected the culture and intellec-
tual climate of the moment, student and teacher alike should understand
that whether or not an idea, an insight, or a whole linguistic philosophy
gains recognition in its own time proves nothing about its essential
value. My hope is that the acquisition of a body of general information,
which this book seeks to provide, will encourage objective, nondoctrinaire
attitudes about language on the part of the reader. As an added bonus,
perhaps some few students will become sufficiently interested in the truly
exciting recent linguistic developments to feel compelled to learn more.
This book is intended to be used as a whole. It presents three major
English grammar systems in their historical, chronological order: Tradi-
tional Schoolroom Grammar, American Structural Grammar, and Trans-
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forfnational,~Generative Grammar. Each of the book’s three parts is pre-
ceded by a historical background chapter which tries to place the following
grammar description in its proper historical context. Anyone who wishes
may, in fact, read these three background chapters as they were written:
one after the other in a kind of general running narrative which surveys
the entire history of language study.

The bulk of the book consists of a presentation of each of the three
English grammar systems, along with numerous exercises designed to
encourage students to think about what they are reading and to formulate
some ideas of their own. Because it is my belief that books which provide
hard questions but no answers are needlessly frustrating— and bad peda-
gogy besides—I have also included an answer key at the end of the volume.

One warning: it is important that the reader understand the sense
in which I use the term grammar. A grammar system, as here presented, is
a theory 'which attempts to describe and/or explain the sentences of a
language. Although certain usage practices and attitudes regarding usage
are inevitably discussed, this is not a usage handbook.

This volume makes no original linguistic contributions. In fact, [
could not possibly have written it without the considerable information
gathered from the articles and books listed in the bibliography. Having at
one time or another studied all of these sources, and having actually
taught from some of them, it is unavoidable that almost all of the ideas
herein contained are “borrowed” ones. I suspect that even certain expres-
sions may well have a familiar ring. I would therefore like to acknowledge
my indebtedness to these sources and to express my thanks.

My great thanks also go to Paul O’Connell, Chairman of Winthrop
Publishers, for his personal faith in me and for his encouragement at all
stages in the writing of the book; and to Herbert Nolan, Winthrop’s
skilled Production Manager, who has cheerfully seen the manuscript
through to final publication. #

Most particularly, I am grateful to my consulting editor, Professor
John Mellon, who patiently read and criticized four or five drafts of the
manuscript with great care and scrupulousness. Obviously, I assume final
responsibility for whatever flaws may still exist, but Professor Mellon’s
advice and his linguistic expertise have been invaluable to me.

I also express my thanks to Professor William Osborne, Chairman of
the Department of English at Southern Connecticut State College, where I
teach, during the time when I was writing the book. I appreciate his
encouragement, his understanding, and his willingness to adjust my
teaching schedule so that I could have large blocks of time for the project.

Likewise, I owe thanks to my students of the past several years who,
with some moans and groans but also with an abundance of good cheer,
acted as the guinea pigs on whom I tested the exercises. Many of my
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students offered helpful criticisms and suggestions. Some of them even
became enthusiastic about studying grammar!

Finally, I must thank my children, who have suffered with great
good sportsmanship through a long bout of living in a manuscript-cluttered
house with a mother who has too often been distracted and uncommunica-

tive. They’re good kids.

LypA E. LaPALOMBARA



Contents

Preface

PART ONE
Traditional Grammar

1

Historical Background

ANCIENT GREECE
ANCIENT ROME
THE MIDDLE AGES
THE RENAISSANCE

THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY AND BEYOND
THE DEVELOPMENT OF VERNACULAR ENGLISH GRAMMARS

The Grammar System: Parts of Speech

Noun, 24 Pronoun, 24 Verb, 25 Adjective, 26
Adjunct in & Compound Noun, 26 Adverb, 26 Preposition, 27
Conjunction, 27 Interjection, 28

Subject and Predicate
The Subject, 32 The Predicate, 3¢

Verbs
The Verb: Tense
CONJUGATION OF ENGLISH VERBS

32

37

37
37



CONTENTS

5 Form and Function
6 Verbals
Gerund, 60 Participle, 60 Infinitive, 61
7  Word Groups: Phrases
Phrase Forms
Noun Phrase, 64 Verb Phrase, 65 Predicate Phrase, 65
Prepositional Phrase, 65 Verbal Phrase, 85 Adjective Phrase, 85
Adverb Phrase, 66 Absolute Phrase, 66
Phrase Functions
Nominal Phrases, 67 Adjectival Phrases, 67
Adverbial Phrases, 68 Independent Phrases, 68
8  Word Groups: Clauses
The Independent Clause, 72 The Subordinate Ci&use, 73:
The Nominal Clause, The Adjectival Clause, The Adverbial Clause,
The Comparative Clause '
9 The Sentence

The Verb: Types and Complements

THE INTRANSITIVE VERB: NO COMPLEMENT
THE TRANSITIVE VERB
THE LINKING VERB—SUBJECT COMPLEMENT

The Verb: Voice

41

41
42
44

50

54

59

64
64

687

72

76

The Simple Sentence, 76 The Compound Sentente, 76
The Complex Sentence, 77 The Compound-Complex Sentence, 77

10 Connectives
Conjunctions, 79 Connective Adverbs, 79 The Preposition, 81

PART TWO

Comparative Linguistics
and American Structural Grammar

11

Historical Background

COMPARATIVE LINGUISTICS
AMERICAN STRUCTURAL LINGUISTICS

87

89
84
Y4



12

CONTENTS

STRUCTURAL GBAMARS OF ENGLISH
SOME CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE STRUCTURAL LINGUISTS

Dialect Studir, 100 The Teaching of Foreign Languages, 100
Dictionaries and Usage Labels, 101
STRUCTURAL GRAMMAR IN AMERICAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The Grammar System

GRAMMATICALITY
THE SYSTEM OF LANGUAGE

English Grammatical Signaling Devices, 113
STRUCTURAL GRAMMAR SYSTEM

Level I: Phonology

13

14

Articulatory Phonetics

English Phonemes and Phonemic Analysis
ENGLISH SEGMENTAL PHONEMES
Consonants, 129 Vowels, 128 Diphthongs, 129
SUPRASEGMENTALS

Pitch, 133 Stress, 137 Juncture, 138
A Final Word About Phonemes, 139

Level II: Morphology

15

16

English Morphemes and Morphemic Analysis
Roots, 145 Affixes, 148: Prefizes, Suffives, Superfizes

Morphology—Classifying Words by Their Morphemic
Structure .

Nouns, 165 Pronouns, 156 Verbs, 156 Adjectives, 156
Uninflected Words, 157 Abverbs, 157 Compounds, 158
Allomorphs, 158 '

Level ITII: Syntax

17

English Syntax and Syntactic Analysis
METHODOLOGY: TEST FRAMES
METHODOLOGY: IMMEDIATE CONSTITUENT ANALYSIS

vii

97
100

102
104

104
110

117
122

122

126
129

132

144

155

166

166

166
169



viii

CONTENTS

18

19

Syntactic Classes

Classifying Lexical Words, 175 Nominal Positions and Functions, 177

Verbal Positions and Funections, 178 Adjectival Positions and

Functions, 178 Adverbial Functions and Positions, 178 Classifying
the Other Uninflectional Wards, 179 Classifying Structure Words, 180
Determiners, 181 Auxiliaries, 182 Qualifiers, 185 Prepositions, 186

Relatives, 187 Interrogatives, 188 Subordinators, 189
Intensives, 190 Reflexives, 190 Coordinators, 180

Syntactic Patterns

Adjectival Constituents, in Noun Phrases, 197 Adverbial
Constituents in Predicate Phrases, 200 Nominalizations, 201
The Sentence, 202

PART THREE

Transformational-Generative Grammar

20
21

22

23

24

Historical Background

TG Grammar: Early-Form

OVERVIEW
LEVEL I: PHRASE STRUCTURE RULES

Enlarging the PS Rules, 219 Limitations of a Phrase-Structure
Grammar, 222

LEVEL II: MORPHOPHONEMIC RULES
LEVEL III: TRANSFORMATIONAL RULES

TG Grammar, Early-Form: Kernel Sentences

Intransitive Verb, 239 Transitive Verb, 239 Linking Verb, 242
Linking Verb BE, 243 Variations of Kernel Sentences, 245

TG Grammar, Early-Form: Transformations
OBLIGATORY TRANSFORMATIONS

Number Transformation (Obligatory), 254
Auxiliary Transformation (Obligatory), 255
Verb/Particle Separation Transformation (Obligatory), 256

OPTIONAL TRANSFORMATIONS

TG Grammar, Early-Form: Single-Base Transformations

Emphasis Transformation, 258 Do-Emphasis Transformation, 260
Word Order Transformation, 260 Imperative Transformation, 262

175

197

207
209

216

216
217

226
226

235

254
254

258

259



CONTENTS ix

Negative Transformation, 262 Yes/No Question Transformation, 264
There-Expletive Transformation, 264 Passive Transformation, 266

25

26

28

Wh-Question Transformation, 266

TG Grammar, Early-Form: Ordering of

OTHER UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS

Transformation Rule Application 272
TG Grammar, Early-Form: Multiple-Base Conjunection
Transformations 276
TG Grammar, Early-Form: Multiple-Base Embedding
Transformations: Adverbialization 281
ADVERBIAL CLAUSE TRANSFORMATIONS 281
ADVERBIAL PHRASE TRANSFORMATIONS 284
Participial Phrase, Active Voice, 285 Participial Phrase,
Passive Voice, 288 Absolute Participial Phrase Reduction, 289
Adverbial Infinitive Phrase Transformation, 290
Word-Replacement Adverbial Transformations, 290
Sentence Modifiers (Sentence Adverbials), 291
TG Grammar, Early-Form: Multiple-Base Embedding
Transformations: Adjectivalization 2095
RELATIVE CLAUSE TRANSFORMATION (THE ADJECTIVAL

CLAUSE) 295
RELATIVE CLAUSE REDUCTION TRANSFORMATIONS 297
OTHER RELATIVE CLAUSE TRANSFORMATIONS 299
TG Grammar, Early-Form: Multiple-Base Embedding
Transformations: Nominalization 303
CLAUSES AND CLAUSE REDUCTIONS 304
'Wh Clause Transformation, 304 Wh Clause Reduction of
Nominal, 305 That-Clause Nominalizing Transformation, 306
PHRASES 307
Gerund Phrase Transformations, 307 Infinitive Phrase
Transformations, 308
OTHER NOMINALIZING TRANSFORMATIONS 310
Elliptical Construction, 310 Derivational Transformations, 311
It-Expletive Transformation, 312 ’
Revisions of Syntactic Structures Model 315

324



CONTENTS

31 Standard TG Grammar Theory: Aspects Model
OVERVIEW OF THE SYSTEM

82 Aspects Model: The Base Component, 1

Phrase Structure Rules

BRANCHING RULES
SUBCATEGORIZATION RULES

Strict Subcategorization Rules, 336 Selectional Rules, 338
The Lexicon '

FEATURE MATRIXES
PRELIMINARY LEXICAL INSERTION

‘33 Aspects Model: The Base Component, IX

FINAL LEXICAL INSERTION T RULES
GENERAL TRANSFORMATIONS
LOCAL TRANSFORMATIONS

Noun Features and Noun Segments, 353 Verb Features and Verb
Segments, 355 Aspects Model: The Phonological Component, 357

34  Revisions of the Aspects Model
CHALLENGES TO.THE ASPECTS MODEL

35 The Search For Linguistic Universals

GENERAL LINGUISTIC UNIVERSALS
SYNTACTIC -AND SEMANTIC UNIVERSALS
PHONOLOGICAL UNIVERSALS

SUMMARY COMMENTS

Annotated Bibliography

Answers to Exercises

Appendix A: Verb Conjugation Chart

Appendix B: A Partial List of Prefixes

Appendix C: A Partial List of Roots

Apper.dix D: A Partial List of Derivational Suffixes

Index

326
326

330
330

330
336

339

339
344

347

347
350
352

358 .
363

372

374
378
381
383

385
393
430
432
434
438

440



PART ONE

Traditional Grammar






1
Historical Background

ANCIENT GREECE

We know that at least as early as the fourth century B.c., Greek philoso-
phers were intrigued by the phenomenon of language. Concerned primarily
with large questions about the nature of humans and their universe, and
working on the assumption that there must exist certain deep and eternal
universal truths, these philosophers turned to the study of language—
that uniquely human ability—in the hope that here they might discover
the answers to some of life’s great mysteries. The earliest known motives
for language study seem, then, to have been philosophical rather than
practical.

It is impossible to assign precise dates to events so far back in his-
tory; and we can only guess about humans’ speculations on their own
existence in the prehistoric period. A good deal of philosophizing must
already have taken place, however, for Greek culture was in an advanced
stage of development at the time from which, with any degree of certainty,
we can begin to trace the progress of Western intellectual history.

A prevailing belief among the earliest Greek philosophers was that
language (meaning, to them, the Greck language) had been given to
humans as a divine gift. Language, they reasoned, must therefore repre-
sent divine perfection. This theory of language may seem naive to those of
us living in the twentieth century. But remember, at the time when men
like Socrates and Plato were sending up these early philosophical trial
balloons, ‘their world was very small, and very little was really known.
Although they were certainly aware of the existenoe of other cultures in
Europe and North Africa, they believed Greece to have been fhe original
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TRADITIONAL GRAMMAR

civilization. Thus they had no difficulty in simply dismissing “languages”
other than Greek as barbaric, degenerate babblings. Only Greek was con-
sidered worthy of serious study.

It is fascinating that similar notions were held by a great number of
other isolated cultures. The Jews, the Chinese, the Eskimos, for example,
all seem to have reached much the same conclusion. Unaware of or un-
impressed with other civilizations, all of these cultures came to think of
themselves as the original “chosen” people. Ancient Hebrew philosophers,
for example, believed that God had presented to Adam, in the Garden of
Eden, a fully developed perfect language (Hebrew, of course). Their
explanation for the existence of other languages in the world is recounted
in the Old Testament story of the Tower of Babel.

Although we have some indication that Plato may have questioned
the divine-origin theory, he nevertheless appears to have been influenced
by some such notion when he developed his theory of “natural logic.” In
speculating about words and their meanings, he concluded that a given
word bears an inherent, natural, and therefore logical relationship to the
thing or concept for which it stands. That is, he took the position that by
its intrinsie, essential nature, one particular word—and only that word—

belongs to a particular thing. :

Believing as he did in the universal “rightness” of words, Plato under-
standably concentrated his philosophical attention on the analysis of
words and their meanings. Thus he devised what is possibly the first
word-classification system in the western world. His system, based on
meaning, had but two word classes: onoma and rhéma. He defined words
in the onoma class as those designating the performer of an action or that
about which something is asserted; words in the rhéma class were ones
representing the performing of the action or the asserting. You may notice
that these two word classes bear a striking resemblance to traditional
grammar’s noun and verd classes.

Aristotle, Plato’s most gifted pupil, continued with the investigation
of words and their. meanings in his own philosophical inquiries. Among
Aristotle’s important contributions to language study are these: (1) he
added a third word class, syndesmoi (roughly equivalent to traditional
grammar’s conjuncfion class), which included all words that fell into ~either
of Plato’s two classes’ (2) he made note of certain structural word features,
such as that nouns possess case and that verbs possess tense; (3) he pro-
vided what is probably the earliest definition of the term word, describing
it as the smallest meaningful language unit. This definition, as you will
see, is very close to the modern structuralist’s definition of the “mor-
pheme.”

Aristotle’s most important contribution, however, was his carefully
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developed system of “natural logic.” Aristotelian logic was based on the
concept of the syllogism, and Aristotle argued that syllogistic reasoning
represented the universal system of human thinking. ~

After Aristotle, the next important work in language study is that of
the Stoics, who made their philosophical inquiries around 300 ®.c. The
earliest Stoics expanded Aristotle’s three word classes to ‘four, adding
aritcles to nouns, verbs, and conjunctions. Later Stoic philosophers sub-
divided words in the noun class into proper and common nouns. They also
made detailed studies of tense and agreement in verbs and of case in
" nouns, concluding that nouns possess five cases: nominative, accusative,
dative, genitive, and vocative. ‘

The Stoics were also concerned with inquiring into the nature of
language, their goal being to demonstrate that the outer forms of language
reveal inner truths about human nature. Thus, the present-day linguistic
interest in the outer and inner forms of language—what transformational
grammarians refer to as surface structure and deep structure—may have
its first faint beginnings with the work of the Stoics. _ "

One more early Greek philosopher-grammarian, Dionysius Thrax,
must be mentioned. Thrax lived in Alexandria during the last great period
of the Greek empire, sometime around the first century B.c., when that city
had become the center of Greek culture. In a small book entitled Techne
Grammatike, Thrax expanded the word classes to eight, till basing his
classifications largely on meaning. His eight classes were roughly equivalent
to nouns, pronouns, verbs, participles, articles, adverbs, conjunctions, and
prepositions. For each of these classes, he gave a detailéd definition and
provided many examples. This small volume was destined to become so
influential that nearly two thousand yearslater, grammarians throughout
Europe and in England were still classifying words into eight categories.
To be sure, the names of the classes changed slightly from time to time,
but the number remained at eight. Even more important, Thrax seems to
have been influential in establishing as linguistibgospel that the best way
to describe a language was to begin with a description of its words.

Dionysius Thrax was also influential in another way: it is to this
same little book that we can trace the beginnings of a new attitude, one
which eventuslly was to occasion a major break with the original pur-
poses of the philosopher-grammarians who studied language in their
search for universals. The earlier philosophers had concentrated their
attention on the literary Greek which they themselves used rather than
on the spoken Greek of the less well cducated, but we have no indication
that this was a conscious policy. Thrax, on the other hand, claimed that the
only language worth the scholar’s attention was the literary Gréek of the
highly educated. The spoken vernacular of the common man, he argued,



