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Preface

Models for Writers offers sixty-six short, lively essays that
represent particularly appropriate models for use by begin-
ning college writers. Most of our selections are comparable in
length to the essays students will write themselves, and each
clearly illustrates a basic rhetorical element, principle, or pat-
tern. Just as important, the essays deal with subjects that we
know from our own classroom experience will spark the inter-
est of most college students. In making our selections, we have
sought a level of readability that is neither so easy as to be con-
descending nor so difficult as to distract the reader’s attention
from the rhetorical issue under study. And, although we have
included a few older classics, most of the essays have been
written in the last ten years. Drawn from a wide range of
sources, they represent a variety of contemporary prose styles.

This third edition of Models for Writers has been revised in a
manner that is based on our own experiences as well as on the
many suggestions made by instructors who adopted and liked
the first two editions. We have added a second student essay to
the introduction which explains the purpose of the text and
shows students how it can be used to improve their writing.
The new student essay, an explanation of the main reasons for
the cockroach’s durability, is expository and exemplifies the
traditional five-paragraph format. This expository essay and
the second student essay, which argues against the use of As-
troturf, demonstrate the types of writing students will be doing
at the beginning of the semester as well as later in the term. In-
addition, we have increased the number of study questions fol-
lowing each reading to an average of six per selection; the new
questions generally focus on content and nicely complement
the rhetorical emphasis for which the text has become known.
Finally, well over one-third of the essays in this edition are
new, many of them written in the last two or three years. At the
suggestion of past users and reviewers, we have replaced selec-
tions with ones that we believe will prove even more workable,
being careful in every case that the new essays meet the essen-
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tial qualifications of brevity, clarity, and suitability for student
writers.

As in the second edition, the essays in Models for Writers,
Third Edition, are grouped into eighteen chapters, each de-
voted to a particular element or pattern. Chapters 1-7 focus on
the concepts of thesis, unity, organization, beginnings and end-
ings, paragraphs, transitions, and effective sentences. Next,
Chapters 8 and 9 illustrate some aspects of language: the ef-
fects of diction and tone and the uses of figurative language. Fi-
nally, Chapters 10-18 explore the various types of writing most
often required of college students: illustration, narration, de-
scription, process analysis, definition, division and classifica-
tion, comparison and contrast, cause and effect, and argument.
The arrangement of the chapters suggests a logical teaching se-
quence, moving from the elements of the essay to its language
to the different types of essays. An alternative teaching strat-
egy might be to structure the course around Chapters 10-18,
bringing in earlier chapters as necessary to illustrate various
individual elements. Each chapter is self-contained, so that in-
structors may easily devise their own sequences, omitting or
emphasizing certain chapters according to the needs of a par-
ticular group of students. Whatever sequence is followed, the-
matic comparisons among the selections will be facilitated by
the alternate Thematic Table of Contents at the beginning of
the book.

The chapters all follow a similar pattern. Each opens with an
explanation of the element or principle to be considered, many
including paragraph-length examples. We then present three
or four essays, each of which has its own brief introduction
providing information about the author and directing the stu-
dent’s attention to specific rhetorical features. Every essay is
followed by study materials in three parts: Questions for Study
and Discussion, Vocabulary, and Suggested Writing Assign-
ments.

The Questions for Study and Discussion focus on the content,
the author’s purpose, and the rhetorical strategy used to
achieve that purpose. Some questions allow brief answers, but
most are designed to stimulate more searching analysis and to
promote lively classroom discussion. In order to reinforce the
lessons of other chapters and remind students that good writ-
ing is never one-dimensional, at least one question at the end of
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each series focuses on a writing concern other than the one
highlighted in the chapter at hand. Whenever it seemed helpful,
we have referred students to the Glossary of Useful Terms,
which provides concise definitions of rhetorical and other
terms. The Vocabulary exercise draws from each reading sev-
eral words that students will find worth adding to their vocab-
ularies. The exercise asks them to define each word as it is used
in the context of the selection and then to use the word in a new
sentence of their own.

The Suggested Writing Assignments provide two writing as-
signments for each essay. The first calls for an essay closely re-
lated to the content and style of the essay it follows, in effect
encouraging the use of the reading selection as a direct model.
The second writing assignment, while ranging a little further
afield in subject, gives the student yet another opportunity to
practice the particular rhetorical element or principle being il-
lustrated.

We are indebted to many people for their criticism and ad-
vice as we prepared this third edition of Models for Writers. We
are especially grateful to:

Terence Aamodt, Walla Walla College; Charlotte Alexander,
College of Staten Island; Susan Aylworth, Butte Community
College; Diana H. Balogh, Glendale Community College; Lillian
Bateman, Butte Community College; Rebecca Bennett, Broome
Community College; Robin Betram, Evergreen Valley College;
Marguerite Blackman, Montclair State College; Pearl J.
Brandwein, Pace University—Pace Plaza; Christopher A. Bray,
University of Vermont; Neville Britto, Delta Community Col-
lege; Jean Clark, Butte Community College; Stan Coberly,
Parkersburg Community College; Karen Conrath, Montcalm
Community College; Ellen A. Cottrell, Armstrong State College;
David Crosby, Alcorn State University; Judith Dan, Boston Uni-
versity; Ken DeLong, Montcalm Community College; Martha
Edmonds, University of Richmond; Byron Fountain, Butte Col-
lege; Carol Franks, Portland State University; Sylvia H. Gam-
boa, College of Charleston; Samuel B. Garren, North Carolina
A&T State University; Hesterly B. Goodson, University of
Vermont—Burlington; Kathleen B. Graham, Saginaw Valley
State College; Hannah S. Gray, Holyoke Community College;
Mary Y. Hallab, Central Missouri State University; Brigit
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Hans, University of Arizona; Robert Henderson, Southeastern
Oklahoma State University; Dora M. Houston, Southeastern
Oklahoma State University; Norma R. Jones, Alcorn State Uni-
versity; Phyllis Katz, University of Hartford and Ward College
of Technology; Joyce B. Kessel, Villa Maria College; Rosemarie
Kistler, El Camino College; Patricia Kulata, Burlington County
College; Mary S. Lauberg, Florissant Valley Community Col-
lege; Elva Lauter, Glendale Community College; Denise Lynch,
Central Connecticut State University; Joyce Marks, Indian Val-
ley College; Shirley Morrell, Portland State University; Renate
Muendel, West Chester University; Alan Natali, California Uni-
versity of Penn; Kenneth E. Newman, Diablo Valley College;
Larry O’Kelley, Pierce Community College; John V. Pastoor,
Montcalm Community College; Betty Pex, College of San Ma-
teo; Jerry Lynn Piper, California State University—Sacra-
mento; Raymond F, Pike, San Joaquin Delta College; Katherine
Pluta, Bakersfield College; Ruth Ray, Wayne State University;
Karyn Riedell, College of Southern Idaho; Betsy Rodriguez-
Bachiller, Kean College of New Jersey; Elisabeth Rosenberg,
Normandale Community College; Ilene Rubenstein, Moorpark
College; Elizabeth Ann Sachs, Western Connecticut State Uni-
versity; Douglas Salerno, Washtenaw Community College;
Richard Sanzenbacher, Embry-Riddle University; Diane Schar-
per, Towson State University; Wayne B. Scheer, Atlanta Junior
College; Walter Schlager, Butte College; Julie Segedy, Chabot
College; Alice Snelgrove, College of DuPage; Lee W. Speer, Col-
lege of San Mateo; T. Ella Strother, Madison Area Technical
College; Pamela Thomas, Fresno City College; Margaret Tritle,
El Camino College; June Verbillion, Northeastern Illinois Uni-
versity; Leon Ward, Grayson College; Tryna Zeedyk, Waubon-
see Community College; Mary E. Zeman, Adelphi University;
Janet Zito, Thames Valley Technical College.

It was once again our good fortune to have the editorial guid-
ance of Mark Gallaher of St. Martin’s Press as we worked on
this new edition. Our greatest debt, as always, is to our stu-
dents, for all that they have taught us.

Alfred Rosa
Paul Eschholz
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