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PREFACE

Hong Kong was described in 1841 by the then British Foreign
Minister, Lord Palmerston, as ““a barren island with hardly a house
upon it”. Despite the development in the century that ensued,
Hong Kong had not changed too drastically up to the time of
the Pacific War. The population fluctuated, depending on the
political and economic situations in mainland China. There was
hardly any industry and Hong Kong remained chiefly as an
entrepot. Not until the 1950°’s did Hong Kong’s development
in all fields begin to progress by leaps and bounds.

Somewhat coincidentally Chung Chi College was founded in
1951, a time when Hong Kong began to stride ahead. Last year
the College celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary. The opport-
unity was taken to review not only the progress of the College
in the past, but also the achievements of the community from
which the College had drawn support. A symposium was held
and fourteen experts were invited to take stock of, and lecture
on, the phenomenal growth of Hong Kong in the various fields.
They were all active leaders or scholars in the respective fields,
with known concerns and accomplishments.

The articles in this volume are the review lectures. They
cover the essential aspects of change and development in the
selected fields, providing valuable reference materials for those
interested in the subjects. The articles understandably vary in
style, length and method of treatment and they have not been
made to conform to one pattern, except for the titles. It is
interesting to note, however, that half of the articles are in
Chinese, half in English, happily reflecting the fully bilingual
nature of the community.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all fourteen
lecturers for these most inspiring and scholarly presentations, and
I want to thank also the members of the College who were involved
in the organisation of the symposium and in the compilation of
this volume.

S. W. Tam

Chung Chi College
September, 1977
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