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PREFACE

The 18th European Marine Biology Symposium was held at the
University of Oslo between August 14th and 20th 1983 by invitation
of the Department of Marine Biology & Limnology and the Zoological
Museum of the University of Oslo, and the Norwegian Institute of
Water Research (NIVA). The Symposium was attended by about 180
delegates from 17 countries. We extend our gratitude to all who
contributed to the success of the Symposium, particularly the staff
of the institutes involved. We also gratefully acknowledge financial
support from The Norwegian Marine Pollution Research and Monitoring
Programme {FOH), the Norwegian Research Councfi for Science and the
Humanities, the Ministry of Cultural and Scientific Affairs, BP
Norge A/S, Aanderaa Instruments, Det norske Veritas, Simrad
Industries, Norsk Hydro A/S and the University of Oslo,

The symbol for this symposium was selected in honour of two
outstanding Norwegian biologists: Michael Sars (1805-1869) and Georg
Ossian Sars (1837-1927) who both made a great contribution to marine
biology.

The European Marine Biology Symposium has built up a solid
reputation over its 18 year history as one of the foremost fora for
presentation and discussion of marine biological research. By
tradition, the host institutes decide themes which cover the
interest of the host institutes or host countries. This year was no
exception, and the two themes "Marine biology of polar regions" and
"Effects of stress on marine organisms" reflect both Norwegian
traditions and current interest. The former topic builds on Fridtjof
Nansen's and Roald Amundsen's pioneering work in the polar regions
and reflects current European interest in both the Antarctic and
Arctic. Similarly, with the discovery of oil off the Norwegian
coast, interest in effects of oil on marine life in Norway is

great. Again, th¥re is a common European interest in effects of
environmental stresses on marine life. In all fifty-two papers were
given at the Symposium and the majority are included in this volume.

We are grateful for help and assistance from a number of referees
who reviewed the papers. Ingegerd Svensson undertook all the
secretarial work associated with the symposium and ed1t1ng of thi$
volume and we thank her for this enormous task.

John S. Gray Marit E. Christiansen
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