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Praise ror DiLir Hiro

IrAQ: IN THE EYE OF THE STORM (2002)

“Noam Chomsky, the outspoken Massachusetts Institute of Technology lin-
guistics professor, peace activist and author in his own right, recommends the
works of Dilip Hiro. A frequent contributor to The Narion, Hiro is the author
of Sharing the Promised Land: A Tale of Israelis and Palestinians; Neighbors, Not
Friends: Iraq and Iran After the Gulf Wars; War Without End: The Rise of Islamist
Terrorism and Global Response; and Chomsky's specific recommendation, /rzg:
In the Eye of the Storm, a compact contemporary history that delves into the
strengths and failures of sanctions, life on the street in Iraq and the cult of per-
sonality surrounding Saddam. ‘Accurate and very readable, like his others,’

Chomsky told MSNBC.com.”
—MSNBC.com

“This is hard. So soon after very nearly swooning over Colin Powell’s report
to the United Nations Security Council, I find myself thinking the once
unthinkable: T don't believe him. . . . Whence my change of heart? For one
thing, I've had time to digest that tour de force performance of earlier this
month. For another, I've been listening and reading (particularly Dilip Hiro's
book Irag: In the Eye of the Storm).”

—William Raspberry, The Washington Post

“One of the clearest accounts of recent developments in Iraq. . . . Hiro is a stag-
geringly prolific writer who has been writing about Iraq and Islamic fundamen-
talism since long before they became the twin obsessions of US foreign policy.
He knows more than most about the threat posed by Saddam.

—Martin Bright, 7he Observer

“Dilip Hiro has written many books about the Middle East, bur none as
timely as this. /req: In the Eye of the Storm comes out too late for the edifica-
tion of White House hawks, but in time for the rest of us to take a cool look
at ‘victory’ and why it is likely to be messily Pyrrhic for the seeming winners.”

—1In These Times



TOP SECRET:
“God. told me to strike at Al Qaida and I struck them, and then He
instructed me to strike at Saddam, which [ did.”

—U.S. President George W. Bush to Palestinian Prime Miniscer
Mahmoud Abbas on June 4, 2003

TOP LIE:

“The larger point is, and the fundamental question is, Did Saddam
Hussein have a weapons program? And the answer is, Absolutely.
And we gave him a chance to allow the inspectors in, and he
wouldn’t let them in. And, therefore, after a reasonable request, we
decided to remove him from power, along with other nations, so as to
make sure he was not a threat to the United States and our friends
and allies in the region.”

—U.S. President George W. Bush on July 14, 2003

The Times (London), May 30, 2003

See Appendix II: Iraq’s Weapons of Mass Destruction
and Means of Delivery: Alleged and Found
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Maiv CHARACTERS

Ivap MuHAMMAD ALaw1, Leader of Iragi National Accord, 1990—Present;
member of the Interim Governing Council, 2003-Present.

MoHAMMED FLBaRADEI, Director General of International Atomic
Energy Agency, 1998-Present.

Munammap BaqQir aL Hakim, leader of Supreme Council of Islamic
Revolution in Iraq, 1982-2003.

Masoup Barzant, leader of Kurdistan Democratic Party, 1987~Present;
member of the Interim Governing Council, 2003—Present.

Tony BLAIR, Prime Minister of Britain, 1997—Present.
Hans Brix, Swedish executive chairman of Unmovic, 2000-03.

PauL Bremer, U.S. proconsul to Iraq; Senior Administrator of the Coali-
tion Provisional Authority, May 2003—Present.

GeORGE WALKER Bush, U.S. President, 2001—Present.

AHMAD CHALABI, leader of Iragi National Congress, 1992~Present;
member of the Interim Governing Council, 2003—Present.

Dick CHeNEY, U.S. Vice President, 2001—Present.
JacquEes CHiIrAc, President of France, 1995—Present.

Doucras Ferth, U.S. Under Secretary of Defense, 2001-Present.

X
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Gen. Tommy Franks, commander in chief of U.S. Central Command,
2000-03.

Qusay Sappam HusseiN, Younger son of Saddam, head of National
Security Bureau, 1992-2003.

Sabpam HussEln, President of Iraq, 1979-2003.

Upay Sappam HussEein, elder son of Saddam, commander of Fedayeen

Saddam, 1994-2003.

RicHARD PERLE, member of U.S. Defense Policy Board, 2001-Present;
leading neoconservative.

CoriN PoweLr, U.S. Secretary of State, 2001—Present.
ConpoLegzza Ricg, U.S. National Security Advisor, 2001-Present.

KarL Rovg, chief political adviser to U.S. President George W. Bush,
2001-Present.

DonaLD RuMsEELD, U.S. Secretary of Defense, 2001-Present.
MUQTADA AL-SADR, leader of Iraqi Shias, 2003.

MUHAMMAD SAID AL-SAHHAF, Information Minister of Iraq 2001-03;
spokesman of President Saddam Hussein.

A1 Hussgint Sistant, leader of Iraqi Shias, Grand Ayatollah, 1999-Present.

JararL Tavasani, Leader of Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 1976—Present;
member of the Interim Governing Council, 2003,

Georake TeNET, director of U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, 1997-Present.

SerGIO VIEIRA DE MELLO, UN special representative to Iraq, June—August
2003.

PauL Worrowrrz, U.S. Deputy Secretary of Defense, 2001-Present.
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Priac

Turs BoOK 18 a sequel to my Irag: In the Eye of the Storm (2002), which is
structured thematically. In contrast Secrets and Lies advances chronologi-
cally, a structure dictated by the subject: war.

I have known Iraq and its people since 1978, when 1 first visited the
country in the course of researching my book Inside the Middle East
(1982). Since then Iraq and its former president, Saddam Hussein, have
figured prominently in several other works of mine, including The
Longest War: The Iran-fraq Military Conflict (1989), Deserr Shield ta Desert
Storm: The Second Gulf War (1992), and Neighbors, Not Friends: Irag and
Iran After the Gulf Wars (2001). To this list [ need to add War Without
End: The Rise of Islamist Terrorism and Global Response (2002), which,
written after 9/11, contains a description of the Afghanistan campaign.

The skills and experience gained in chroniding the above wars have
helped me shape the narrative of this book. They have also led me to
point out affinities between seemingly disconnected or dissimilar events
in this and earlier armed conflicts, thus lending the text additional weight
and depth, while leaving its pace intact.

After a prologue—where 1 draw a parallel between the fates of Majid
Suleiman, an Iragi civil servant who was my minder in 1978, and his hap-
less country ruled by Saddam Hussein—1I start my main rext with 9/11
and the efforts made by the neoconservatives inside and outside the

XIX



