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The Cambridge Companion to Samuel Jobhnson provides a unique introduction to
the works and intellectual life of one of the most challenging and wide-ranging
writers in English literary history. Compiler of the first great English dictionary,
editor of Shakespeare, biographer and critic of the English poets, author both of
the influential journal The Rambler and the popular fiction Rasselas, and one of
the most engaging conversationalists in literary culture, Johnson is here illuminat-
ingly discussed from different points of view. Essays on his main works are com-
plemented by thematic discussion of his views on the experience of women in the
eighteenth century, politics, imperialism, religion, and travel, as well as by chapters
covering his life, conversation, letters, and critical reception. Useful reference fea-
tures include a chronology and guide to further reading. The keynote to the volume
is the seamlessness of Johnson’s life and writing, and the extraordinary humane
intelligence he brought to all his activities. Accessibly written by a distinguished
group of international scholars, this volume supplies a stimulating range of
approaches, making Johnson newly relevant for our time.
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1709

1712

717

1726

1728

1731

1732

1733

1735

1736

1737

CHRONOLOGY

Samuel Johnson born 7 September 1709 (18 September, “new style,”
after the introduction of the Georgian calendar in 1752), Lichfield,
Staffordshire.

Taken to London by Michael Johnson (father) to be touched by
Queen Anne for scrofula, a disease of the lymph glands known as
the “King’s evil” because it could supposedly be cured by the royal
touch.

Enters Lichfield Grammar School.

Visits his cousin, Rev. Cornelius Ford, at Stourbridge and attends
school there.

Goes up to Pembroke College, Oxford in October; leaves in
December 1729 without a degree.

Michael Johnson dies.
Teaches at Market Bosworth.

In Birmingham; translates Father Jerome Lobo’s Voyage to Abyssinia
(1735).

Marries Elizabeth Jervis (the widow of Harry Porter).
Opens a school at Edial, near Lichfield. Begins writing Irene.

Nathanial Johnson (brother) dies. Moves to London with David
Garrick in March.
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1738

1739

1740

1741

1745

1746

1749

1750

1752

1753

1755

1756

1758

1759

CHRONOLOGY
Begins writing for the Gentleman’s Magazine. Publishes London and
the “Life of Sarpi”; begins translation of Sarpi’s History of the
Council of Trent (later abandoned).
Marmor Norfolciense, Vindication of the Licensers of the Stage
(anti-government pamphlets); “Life of Boerhaave”; translation of

Crousaz’s Commentary on Pope’s Essay on Man.

Lives of Admiral Robert Blake, Sir Francis Drake, and Jean-Philippe
Barretier.

For the next four years contributes biographies to Robert James’s
Medicinal Dictionary; “Life of Sydenham?; contributions to the
Harleian Miscellany and the catalogue of the Harleian Library (with
Thomas Birch); Parliamentary Debates and many articles for the

Gentleman’s Magazine.

Proposals for an edition of Shakespeare (later abandoned);
Miscellaneous Observations on Macbeth.

Contract for the Dictionary; drafts Plan for an English Dictionary,
dedicated to Lord Chesterfield (published 1747).

Vanity of Human Wishes; Irene performed and published.
Begins The Rambler (to 1752).
Elizabeth Johnson (wife) dies.

Contributes to The Adventurer (to 1754), edited by John
Hawksworth.

Dictionary of the English Language; awarded honorary Master’s
degree by Oxford University.

Edits the Literary Magazine; proposals for an edition of
Shakespeare.

Begins The Idler (to 1760).
Sarah Johnson (mothert) dies; Rasselas.
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1762

1763

1764

1765

1766

1770

1771

1773

1774

1775

1777

1779

1781

1782

1783

CHRONOLOGY

Awarded annual pension of £300 by the prime minister, Lord Bute,
Meets Boswell in Tom Davies’s bookshop.

The Literary Club formed — Johnson, Reynolds, Burke, Nugent,
Beauclerk, Langton, Goldsmith, Chamier, and Hawkins meet weekly
for conversation at the Turk’s Head, Soho.

Publishes edition of Shakespeare; meets Henry Thrale and Hester
Lynch Thrale; awarded an honorary LL D by Trinity College,
Dublin.

Assists Robert Chambers with Vinerian lectures on the law at
Oxford; severe depression.

The False Alarm.
Thoughts on Falkland’s Islands.

4th, revised edition of the Dictionary and revised edition of
Shakespeare; tours Scotland with Boswell (August to November).

Tours Wales with the Thrales; The Patriot.

Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland; Taxation No Tyranny;
awarded honorary DCL by Oxford; visits France with the Thrales.

Agreement to write prefaces to the lives and works of the English
poets (The Lives of the Poets); unsuccessful campaign to reprieve

Rev. William Dodd, condemned to death for forgery.

First four volumes of Prefaces, Biographical and Critical to the
Works of the English Poets.

Henry Thrale dies; last six volumes of Prefaces, Biographical and
Critical.

“On the Death of Dr. Robert Levet.”

Suffers a stroke and loss of speech; recovers; suffers illness and
depression during winter 1783-84.
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1784

1785

1786

1787

1791

1793

CHRONOLOGY
Undergoes religious “conversion”; Dedication to Charles Burney’s
Account of Commemoration of Handel; dies 13 December; buried

in Westminster Abbey, 20 December.

James Boswell’s Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with Samuel
Jobnson, LL.D.

Hester Thrale Piozzi’s Anecdotes of Samuel Jobnson, LL.D.
Sir John Hawkins’s The Life of Samuel Jobnson, LL.D.
James Boswell’s Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D.

2nd edition of Boswell’s Life of Jobnson.
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Bullitt, and L. E. Powell (1963).
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Rasselas and Other Tales, ed. Gwin ]. Kolb (1990).

The Works of Samuel Jobnson, ed. Arthur Murphy, 15 vols.
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Clarendon Press, 1905).
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