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Social
Studies

*

In these readings, you will
thrill to the courage of two
great boxers. You will cheer
for young people in China.
You will learn about a great
ship’s sinking and the world’s
biggest wall.




The Lusitania

WORDS TO KNOW

Germans / 'd3a:manz/ people from Germany

Lusitania / luisi'teinja/ a large ship
that carried many people across the ocean

England /'inglend/ a country in Europe
Germany /'d3za:mani/ a country in Europe

lifeboats /'laifbauts/ small boats carried by
large ships. People use them to get off a

large ship that is sinking.

In World War |, the Germans had new boats.
These boats went under water. They sank war
ships. They also sank trade ships and cruise
ships. One of the cruise ships was called the
Lusitania.
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The Lusitania puffed steam into the sky. The
flag of England flew on the ship’s decks. A
band played. Crowds lined the dock. They
waved to friends. It was May 1, 1915. The big
ship left New York.

There were 1,924 people on board. Most
were happy. They were off to England. They
were on a fine ship. Few knew they were in
danger.

In 1915 much of the world was at war.
Germany was on one side. England was on the
other. The United States was not yet part of
World War 1.

England needed food and guns. The
Germans shot at ships that carried those
goods. They wanted to stop the trade ships.

The Germans had something new. They
had ships that went under water. They called
them U-boats. U-boats could sneak up on other
ships. They could fire. No one would see them.

1. Who was at war in 1915?

2. What could U-boats do?
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The U-boats had to follow the laws of the
sea. U-boats had to warn trade ships before
firing. They had to warn travel ships. But
U-boat captains did not follow the law. They
fired with no warning. .

The captain of the Lusitania knew about
the U-boats. He watched for them. He knew
his ship might be hit. It might sink. The
lifeboats were ready. People would be saved.

On May 7, the Lusitania sailed through the
fog. By noon, the sun came out. People were
happy. At 2:15, things changed.

“Look out!” a man cried.

People ran to the rail. They saw two white
trails in the water. Two bombs were coming
their way! '

The bombs hit the ship. Boom! The ship
shook. It rolled from side to side.

Everyone felt the hit. They heard the bells.
They heard the orders to leave the ship.

Some screamed. Some ran. Mothers called
for their children. ‘

Water flooded the ship. It was going down
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fast into the sea.

It tipped. Its nose went deep into the sea.
Its back end stuck up in the air. The crew sent
off lifeboats. There were too few!

Some people jumped. Some hung onto the
ship. They cried. They prayed.

Eighteen minutes passed after the bombs
hit. Then there was a sucking sound. The big
ship slid under the sea.

The captain went down with his ship. He
swam in the cold sea. All around him were bodies.

Small fishing boats were the first to help.
They pulled people from the water. Only 726
could be saved. 1,198 died in the sea.

Word of the sinking spread. The news made
people mad. The Lusitania was not a warship.
Those on board were not soldiers. The U-boat
should not have fired.

Of the dead, 114 were Americans. People in
England made much of this. They hoped the
United States would join the war.

But the United States did not go to war.
The President did warn Germany. He said they
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must stop firing on our ships. For a time, they
stopped. United States’ ships seemed to be

safe.

In February 1917, the U-boats struck again.
They sank more ships. They killed more
Americans.

People remembered the Lusitania. They did
not feel safe. On April 6, 1917, the United
States went to war.

3.
4.
5.

What happened to the Lusitania?
How many people died?

Why do you think people were upset
when the ship sank?

Why did the United States finally decide
to go to war?
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Two Boxing Champs

WORDS TO KNOW

century /'sentfuri/ 100 years. From
1901 to 2000 is a century.

heavyweight champ /'heviweit tfeemp/
the best boxer who weighs more than 175
pounds. Champ is short for champion.

Canada /'keenada/ the country north of the
United States

record /'reko:d/ a list that keeps track of
something. A sports record keeps track of

wins and losses. V

These stories come from the boxing ring.
Two great African American fighters made
Americans proud.
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Boxing matches can shake up the world.

One such fight came early in the century.
It was December 26, 1908. Jack Johnson
became the first African American heavyweight
champ. He was the best boxer. He beat
Tommy Burns of Canada.

Some white people were mad. They didn't
want a black champ. They looked for a white
man to win back the boxing title.

They found Jim Jeffries. He had once been
champ. He had quit boxing. Now he would
fight again. He'd win “for the white race.”
Some people made this a battle of races.

Johnson and Jeffries met in 1910. Jeffries
was the “Great White Hope.” But Jeffries
hadn't fought in six years. He was out of shape.

It was round 15. Johnson hit Jeffries.
Jeffries fell. Johnson kept his title. He beat the
“Great White Hope.”

1. Which fighter did Jack Johnson beat in
1908?

2. How did Johnson keep his title in 19107
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Later came the second African American
champ. He was Joe Louis. People called him
the “Brown Bomber.” They loved him. “He’s a
good sport,” they said.

In 1936, Joe Louis had all wins. Not one loss
hurt his record. Then came Max Schmeling.

Schmeling was a tall, strong German. He once
held the world title. He would fight Joe Louis.

Again, the words “white hope” filled the
newspapers. Hitler ruled Germany. He said
that white Germans were best.

Louis planned a quick win. He took round 1.
“Yes,” he thought. “Max will be easy.”

“You're too sure of yourself,” Louis’s coach
told him. “Watch out.”

He was right. It was round 12. Schmeling
knocked Louis out. ‘

Schmeling was proud. “I knew a white man
could beat a black man,” he said.

It was 1938. Louis and Schmeling would
fight again. Hitler yelled about a “pure white”
race. Schmeling felt he had to beat Louis.

About 70,000 fans came. “Don'’t forget, Joe.
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Hitler sent Schmeling,” one cried.
Louis was ready. He had learned. He would
, not be too sure.
' The fight took 2 minutes and 4 seconds. It
: was over. Joe Louis won.
Schmeling went home. Hitler stopped all
films of the fight. His people would not see an
African American beat a white German.

3. Why were some people upset when
Johnson became heavyweight champ in
19087

4. Why did people love Joe Louis?

5. Why did Louis lose the first fight with
Schmeling?

6. Why was the 1938 fight important to
| Hitler?

7. Why wasn't the 1938 fight seen in
Germany?
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The Berlin Wall

WORDS TO KNOW

Berlin /ba:'lin/ capital of Germany

East Berlin /i:st ba:'lin/ the part of Berlin
east of the wall

West Berlin /west ba:'lin/ the part of Berlin
west of the wall

Communists /'komjunists/ those who
believe the government should own all things

and run all things

People were not free to cross town. They could
not go see their friends. For 30 years, life was
like that in Berlin, Germany. A big wall split the
city in two.
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