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Foreword

The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture is a comprehensive
portrayal of the best contemporary architecture from around the globe. It presents
a thorough overview of buildings completed since January 1998, and also offers an
opportunity to understand both the similarities and the incredible diversity which
characterize today’s practice. No other publication has ever before attempted to
bring together such a comprehensive and detailed collection of contemporary
architecture.

Many years in the making, the project has drawn on the expert knowledge and
commitment of numerous individuals and organizations. In the earliest stages

of the research process, academics, historians, curators, journalists, writers and
practitioners from around the world were asked to nominate projects which they
felt represented the best of international practice. In addition, an exhaustive survey
of international architectural journals and other publications was undertaken.
Following the preparation of a preliminary list of over 4,000 buildings, an editorial
panel was formed. The process of selection consciously avoided the rigid
application of absolute criteria. Instead, each project was reviewed in the context
of its contribution to the art and science of architecture, regardless of differences in
material, structure, budget, size, location and client. Following extended analysis
and debate, a final list of some 1,100 of the very best buildings was compiled, this
list forming the basis of The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture.

The final selection of buildings is extraordinarily diverse. It includes work from
countries as geographically, climatically, economically and culturally diverse

as Argentina, Botswana, Denmark, Egypt, Guinea, Israel, Jordan, Lithuania,
Mozambique, Pert, Turkey, the USA and Yugoslavia. It includes building types that
range from the super-scale, such as the Kuala Lumpur Airport by Kisho Kurokawa
in Malaysia (1998) and the Potsdamer Platz in Germany by Renzo Piano (2000),

to the delicate minutiae of Jae Cha'’s timber and polycarbonate church in Bolivia
(2000) and the competition-winning scheme for Alvar Aalto’s Boathouse in
Saynatsalo, Finland by Krolmark & Schultz (1999).

A fundamental aim of the Atlas is to provide, in a compact and concentrated
form, a mass of useful information for a wide range of users, including of course
professional architects. Every effort has been made, by careful choice of
illustrations, to ensure that each building’s form can be visualized and understood
from more than one angle, and elevations, cross sections and plans are included
for the same reason. The accompanying texts incorporate essential background
information as well as an appreciation of the work’s qualities, and accurate details
of architect, client, location and cost are given systematically. In addition, a
comprehensive world data section illustrates the global economic and demographic
context of the practice of architecture, and provides a broad overview of some of
the crucial factors that shape our built environment.

The colour coding by region, the classification by building type and the colour-
coded system of cross-referencing likewise are designed to maximize the Atlas’s
utility, and the comprehensive series of indexes not only provide quick access to
the main entries, but also serve as a reference tool in their own right.

The scope and extent of The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture will
make it an invaluable tool in understanding the state of contemp'o?ary architecture
at the beginning of the new millennium. It is also the publisher’s hope that, as a
celebration of some of the finest achievements of our time, it will serve as a source
of pleasure and inspiration for all those who appreciate the importance of our built
heritage, past, present and future.
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Introduction to The Atlas

The Phaidon Atlas of Contemporary World Architecture divides the world into six regions —
Oceania, Asia, Europe, Africa, North America and South America - each with its specific
colour code. Each region is introduced by a colour-coded map with a key to indicate the more
detailed sub-regional maps of countries or groups of countries to follow. These sub-regional
maps, interspersed throughout each region according to the density of architectural projects
to be illustrated, indicate the location of each building in the section that follows, and also
incorporate a mini globe to place the country and the buildings in a global geographical

context (see next page, no.g@).

v

NOTES

Place Names

Local name forms are used throughout the
book, where these pre-exist in the Roman
alphabet, and are recognized by the country
concerned. For places in languages that do
not use the Roman alphabet, The Times Atlas
of the World transliteration or transcription
has been used. In some exceptional cases,
old-established and familiar English-language
conventional names are used instead of the
local forms.

Map Projections

As the only way to accurately represent the
arrangement of continents is on a globe, all
two-dimensional map projections are
necessarily compromises. In order to
minimise distortion and reduce scale errors,
orthographic globe projections have been
used for the introductory regional maps and
mini globes. This is a natural earth view, in
which the globe is used as the correct
representation of the earth and all the land
masses are shown in their relative true shape,
size and position. The point of each proj

Scale
In order to like with like gl

the book, introductory regional maps are
presented at the same scale, relative to one
another, except in the case of Europe where
the relatively small area and a high density of
buildings warranted a larger, and

Area

In all cases, area values are supplied in both
metric and imperial, typically as square
metres (m2) followed by square feet (sq ft) and
also, where appropriate, in hectares/acres,

i and

more detailed scale. The need to map areas
with a higher occurrence of contemporary
within the main

areas, as well as the need to fit homogeneous

physical regions into the area defined by the
page format, means that sub-regional maps
are presented at a variety of map scales as
appropriate.

Currency
Unless otherwise stated, currency values
used throughout the book are in United

States Dollars for the purpose of comparison.

Where the currency values that accompany
the presentation of the buildings have not
been supplied in United States Dollars, the
conversion rate used is that given by the

is selected specifically for the area and scale
of each map.

ir y converter service,
xe.com. The rate used for the conversion is
the closing rate on 15 June of the year in
which the building was completed.

IHl Colour-coded regional map
B Map key for sub-regions



Each project page is colour-coded to help orientate the reader to the relevant region. In addition,
the top of each page indicates the region and the sub-region name. Following this, a system

of data-bars, for both maps and buildings, provide more detailed information. Map data-bars
include the map number, the name of the sub-region and the range of buildings, indicated by
building numbers, illustrated within that sub-region. Building data-bars include the building
number (each building in the book is sequentially numbered), the location, including town or
city, state or territory where applicable, and country, the name of the building, the name of the
architect, the year in which the building was completed, a three-letter building-type abbreviation
(for example CUL for cultural buildings and RES for residential buildings), and finally colour-
coded cross-reference blocks to indicate other buildings in The Phaidon Atlas by the same
architect. Each cross-reference block indicates the region (by colour), building number, building-

type code and location.

ABBREVIATIONS

Building Type Abbreviations

Each building has been allocated a
three-letter building-type code for
comparative purposes. The abbreviations
listed are those used in building data-bars, in
cross-reference boxes and in the Building
Types chart

RES Residential Buildings

Includes apartment buildings, multiple
housing developments, social housing and
single houses

CUL Cutltural Buildings

Includes art galleries, artists' studios, arts
centres, band stands, concert halls, cultural
centres, glass houses, libraries, lookout

towers, media centres, memorials, museums,

studios and theatres

COM Commercial Buildings

Includes banks, conference centres,
exhibition centres, factories, nightclubs,
offices, research facilities, restaurants, shops
and wineries

EDU Educational Buildings

Includes colleges, research facilities, schools,

student housing and universities

GOV  Government Buildings

Includes embassies, government facilities
{such as border controls, coastal authorities),

law courts, parliament buildings and

town halls

REL Religious Buildings

Includes bell towers, cathedrals, cemeteries,
chapels, churches, crematoria, pilgrim
hostels, memorial centres, monasteries,
synagogues and temples

TRA Transport Buildings

Includes airports, boat piers, bus stations,
canal facilities, port facilities and railway
stations

PUB Public Buildings

Includes community centres, fire stations,
lavatories and medical facilities

SPO Sports Facilities

Includes stadia, gymnasia, swimming pools
and pavilions

TOU Tourism Buildings

Includes hotels and tourist attractions

REC Recreation Buildings

Includes entertainment centres, parks, zoos,
recreation facilities (such as golf clubs,
saunas, camping cabins and pop music
venues)

INF  Public Infrastructure

Includes bridges, motorway structures, power
stations, water pumping stations, stairs and
waste facilities

Projects are presented on single or half pages, or occasionally on a double-page spread. The
building data-bars that accompany each building and the map data-bars that accompany each
map are located at the top of the page for easy reference and comparison. All of the buildings
are presented in geographical sequence throughout the book, so that buildings in the same
location are grouped together. There is a descriptive text and details of client, area and cost for
each building.

H Sub-regional map

B Mini giobe to place the map in a global
geographical context

B Building location

@ Colour-coded backgrounds to indicate
regions

Region name

B Sub-region name

B Map data-bar

@ Map number

[l Map name

B Building number range

Building data-bars

i Building number

B Building location

B Building name

Architect

B Year in which the building was completed
& Three-letter building-type abbreviation
B Colour-coded cross-reference blocks to
indicate other buildings in THe Atlas by the
same architect

Descriptive text about the building

B8 Details of client, area and cost

Place Name Abbreviations MI Michigan TAS Tasmania

The abbreviations listed below are those MN Minnesota ™ Tennessee

used in place names in building data-bars, MS Mississippi ™ Texas

in cross-reference boxes, on sub-regional MO  Missouri UK United Kingdom

maps and within the index MN Montana USA  United States of America

AB Alberta NE Nebraska uT Utah

ACT  Australian Capital Territory NV Nevada vT Vermont

AL Alabama NB New Brunswick VA Virginia

AK Alaska NH New Hampshire WA  Washington if used in the context of
AZ Arizona NJ New Jersey the United States of America, or Western
AR Arkansas NS Nova Scotia Australia if used in the context of Australia
BC British Columbia NSW New South Wales WV West Virginia

CA California NM  New Mexico wi Wisconsin

CO  Colorado NY New York WY  Wyoming

CcT Connecticut NC North Carolina

DE Delaware ND North Dakota

DC District Of Columbia NT Northwest Territories if used in the

FL Florida context of Canada, or Northern Territory if

GA Georgia used in the context of Australia

IL lllinois OH Ohio

IN Indiana OK Oklahoma

1A lowa ON  Ontario

KS Kansas OR Oregon

KY Kentucky PA Pennsylvania

LA Louisiana QC  Québec

ME Maine QLD Queensland

MB  Manitoba SA South Australia

MD Maryland SC South Carolina

MA  Massachusetts SD South Dakota
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Europe Africa North America South America
588 projects 24 projects 147 projects 45 projects
249-836 837-860 861-1007 108-1052




This table, ordered by the 2003
population figure, illustrates
current and projected population
phenomena across the regions of
the world. Historically, these have
been influenced by the migration
of people from rural to urban
areas that began in Europe and
North America in the nineteenth
century, dramatically reshaping
the world's cities. This culminated
in the emergence in the twentieth
century of 'megacities’ with a
population in excess of 10 million,
These cities, whose number rose
from five to sixteen between 1975
and 2000, currently pose major
logistical challenges that will
continue to shape urban devqn
and architecture over the coming
decades.

This table, ordered by the 2003
population figure, illustrates the
demographic context in which
architecture occurs. Given that
architecture is predominantly
an urban phenomenon, it is
Interesting to note that of
the more than 70 countries
represented in this book,
six currently have an urban
population of 90 per cent or
over (UK, Italy, Belgium, Israel,
Singapore and Luxembourg),
while some countries are still
very much agrarian societies
with urban populations of
under 25 per cent (for example
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Tanzania,
Nepal and Cambodia). While this
does not appear to have a direct
impact on the quantity or quality
of contemporary architecture,
it none the less portrays a
picture of human settlement at
the beginning of the second
millennium that could be
taken into account in order to
understand the broader context
in which architecture occurs.
Over the past half century the
world population has increased
faster than it has ever done
before, and, according to United
Nations projections, will ever do
again. While world population did
not reach one billion until 1804,
and took another 123 years to
reach two billion, another four
billion people were added in just
72 years, culminating in a total
population of six billion in 1999.
Itis expected that an additional
three billion will be added by the
year 2050, although this actually
represents a downturn in growth
rates, with the average yearly
Increase peaking in 1990 at
87 million per year, and an
expectation that the rate will
fall to below 50 million per year
by the 2040s. By far the major
contributors to this growth are
the less developed regions of the
world, which between 1950 and
2008 sustained a massive 89 per
cent increase in their populations.
Asia in particular contributed
two-thirds of the increase, while
Africa saw the largest growth
rate of all the continents with a
staggering increase of 285 per
cent, vastly higher than Europe at
only 33 per cent. These trends
in population growth continue to
Pl the
the more and less developed
parts of the world, which are
reflected in the type and
prevalence of architecture across
the continents. For example,
many countries in Latin America,
Africa and Southeast Asia
continue to suffer lower than
average life expectancy and high
infant mortality rates, both good
indicators of general standards of
development. This suggests that
basic levels of shelter, health
and education have yet to be
achieved for large numbers of the
population in these regions. By
contrast, much of the developed
world has reduced its fertility rate
to well below the ‘replacement
rate’ (a notable exception being
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This table. ordered by per capita
Gross Domestic Product (total
domestic output divided by
population), illustrates the relative
waealth available to each
individual in the relevant
countries, from the wealthiest to
the poorest. In addition. typical
human development indicators,
such as literacy levels and
populabon age, place the

of i ina

broader economical and social
context. As illustrated, world
economic wealth is marked by
sharp inequalities between
nations, with extreme wealth
occurring predominantly in
Europe and North America,

and relative poverty marking
many of the countries in Asia and
Africa. Within this context, the
numbers of registered architects,
architecture schools and
architecture students contribute
to an understanding of the high
incidence of contemporary
architecture In some countries as
evidenced by the large number
of practising architects - for
example in the USA, Japan and
Germany - Indicating that, as a
profession, architecture in these
countries is flourishing. On the
other hand, countries such as
China, India and Egypt have

a relatively high number of
architects, yet produce fewer
works of contemparary
architecture. To a certain degree,
this can be explained by the
differing systems of architectural
education in different countries,
as well as by levels of
government funding and general
social attitudes towards the
development of the arts and
sciences. In the broader context,
though, the phenomenon of
globalization continues to have
an impact on the way all services
and products are produced, sold
and delivered. This includes

the practice of architecture, in
which more and more architects
are operating as international
concerns, with clients and
occasionally offices in more than
one continent, and sophisticated
buildings that take advantage

of the latest technological
developments, Nevertheless,
many architects continue to
practise in a relatively confined
geographic area, producing
small, crafted buildings relying
on local materials and building
techniques.
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Country Economy Environmental Sustainability® Literacy* Population Age® Architecture
Annual Percentage
Per capita s::;mm Literacy level o Wmﬂ m% ’g:;::\:; mr::'v:‘ek::te'u:’ az:mom’
GDP~ Uspp index  Ranking percentage ageof 15 architects®  schoolst  students®
Luxembourg 48,900 NA NA NA 100 19 14 600 NA NA
usa 36,300 686.766 532 45 97 21 13 110,000 118 40,406
Norway 33,000 6,625 e 2 100 20 15 3,800 - 3 840
32,000 4,046 66.5 5 99 17 16 5,000 4 2,500
Iceland 30,200 772 639 8 99.9 23 12 314 it 36
Canada 29,300 13172 706 4 97 18 3 8.000 10 NA
Republic of Ireland 29,300 18,717 548 37 28 21 " 2,000 2 650
Belgium 29,200 NA 3941 98 18 17 6,000 2 2,000
5,838 15 11,165
IlllllIIIIIIlllIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
27,900 98 3,104 6,7
Netherlands 27,200 23,280 55.4 34 99 19 14 8,000 8 5,100
Germany 26,200 179,121 52,5 50 99 15 17 109,461 72 45,000
Australia 26000 60276 603 16 100 20 1 9,500 16 5250
France 26,000 142622 55.5 33 99 19 16- 26,500 22 19,000
Sweden 26,000 11,978 726 3 99 18 7 4,500 3 900
Finland 25,800 5216 739 1 100 18 15 3,000 3 1,400
25,500 38,948 30,600 43 8,000
IllllllllllllllllllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllll
25,100 84
Liechtenstein 25,000 303 NA NA 100 18 10 100 1 120
Spain 21,200 NA 54.1 44 979 10 21,200
2.0 w**  ss w® n T ™
o 7 20,100 NA = NA ; : NA

Portugal 19400 2409 | 571 28 933 i % 1,200 1 600

Slovenia 19,200 NA 588 23 99.7 16 14 it 10,373 16 5,000
975 6,700 4 1,500
15,300 10,888 1.7
AN i
mﬁf;%u,ht
13,300 2,099
12,400 1,818 61.6 14 NA 19 " { 1,350 NA NA



Annual Percentage  Percentage
P spend (mll& Literacy level o undmt':"e w;'l: ol i lstveov; ar't‘::mg arbt‘:‘:\::‘m
er ler
?;'Sg usDp Index Ranking percentage age of 15 oree architoct schoolst  students®
6,000 1,061 NA NA 976 22 " 600 NA NA

mm

3

£

Al figures not provided originally in USD are based on the xe.com currency conversion

rate of 01/01/2000

A ClA World Factbook 2003

B 2002 Enviranmental sustainability index (ESI) sourced from the Yale Centre for Environmental Law and Policy

C 2003 World Data 5 Reterence Bureau, Washington, DC, USA

D Figures compiled from information supplied by government agencies of the individual countries

E Figures iled fror supplied by the national institut of architects of the individual
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