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Preface

The purpose of this book is to provide a coherent general theory about
how events and states relate to language. Most of the ingredients of
the general approach have already appeared in the literature, some-
where, in some form. For example, a treatment of German modifiers
within a theory of underlying events was developed in detail in Bartsch
1976, expanding on Davidson 1967. The use of thematic roles has been
much discussed in the linguistic literature; they are newly amalgamated
here into an event framework as are the topics of causatives and
inchoatives, where the treatment owes most to Dowty 1979. Indeed,
so much of this book is parasitic on Dowty’s book that it can almost
be seen as an extended commentary on it. The fact that so many of
the accounts contained herein are presented as possible improvements
on Dowty’s proposals should not obscure the common ground between
them or the dependence of my accounts on his work. The use of an
event framework to analyze bare infinitive perception sentences has
been discussed and defended in Higginbotham 1983 and Vlach 1983.
The discussions here of the English progressive, of the perfect, and
of the use of underlying states to analyze state sentences are mostly
mine, as is much of the detailed development of various topics through-
out the book. The uniqueness of the book is that it pulls together a
wealth of material bearing on the Panini-Ramsey-Davidson hypothesis
that English sentences of the simplest sort contain some underlying
reference to (quantification over) events or states.

The discussion in this book requires a familiarity with the notation
of ordinary predicate logic; otherwise it should be accessible to any
philosopher or linguist. Many of the topics discussed are relatively
independent. A reader should be able to skip to almost any chapter
after reading the first three, though an awareness of the complexities
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in chapters 4-7 may be helpful in assessing proposals throughout the
book. (A useful beginning would be chapters 1 and 2, followed by 3.1-
2, 4.1-3, 5.1-3, 6.1-3, 7.1-2.) An analytical table of contents is in-
cluded to make the survey easier.

This book does not attempt to cover the main issues in the philo-
sophical literature on events. My presentation does not presuppose
any of this material, though many will see the justification of my
proposals as partly dependent on how they fit with major views in the
field. Fortunately, Bennett 1988 appeared while this book was in prep-
aration; it provides a critical presentation of, and commentary on, the
mainstream philosophical theories. It can be used to span the gap
between this book and much of the philosophical literature.

The topics in this book are related in various ways to a vast literature
in both philosophy and linguistics. I apologize to both readers and
authors for the enormous quantity of relevant material that is not
discussed or even mentioned. Any attempt at an even-handed survey
of relevant material would have doubled the size of a book that con-
tinually threatened to grow beyond bounds. The goal of this book is
neither completeness nor complete accuracy; it is to get some inter-
esting proposals into the public arena for others to criticize, develop,
and build on.

I am indebted to many people for help in the production of this
book. My principle debts are to Emmon Bach, David Dowty, and
Barbara Partee. I received valuable assistance throughout this project
from Neil Elliott and Paul Graves. In addition I want to express
appreciation for valuable criticism to Carol Gabriel, Edmund Gettier,
Roger Higgins, Michael Jubien, Brian Skyrms, Peter Woodruff, and
to many graduate students at the Universities of California (Irvine)
and Massachusetts (Amherst). I also wish to express thanks to the
National Science Foundation for support for this research under grant
BNS 8519320, and to the University of California at Irvine for addi-
tional research support. Last, I could not have carried out the me-
chanics of manuscript production without the patience and cheery
support of Jean Symonds and Carol Giangola.
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