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How to use this Dictionary

The main body of this Dictionary consists of 700 articles dealing with leading fields of science, and
ideas and topics within them, each cross-referenced to others by an asterisk, for example: * atom.
The word asterisked is not always in exactly the same form as the key word of the article. Thus
* atomic, *atomism, *atomist in the text all refer to the article Atom, and so forth. Interspersed in
this alphabetical ordering are some short definitions, and many single-line entries, indicating where
articles on a topic can be found (for example: Palaeontology see Fossils). Readers not finding a topic
they are searching for, or wanting a wider coverage of adjacent topics, should consult the Analytical
Table of Contents (pp. xiii—xxii), where they will find a list of all the articles under the umbrella of
the main classes of science (Biology, Chemistry, etc.).

In the main body of the text, names of scientists are given with their dates. Further information
on them can be found in the biographical index at the end, where are listed their nationality, their
main fields of scientific achievement and a full list of the articles in which they figure (thus
indicating the range of their interests).
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