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Ordinarily we are unaware of the special lens through which we look at life.
It would hardly be fish who discovered the existence of water. Students who
had not yet gone beyond the horizon of their own society could not be ex-
pected to perceive custom which was the stuff of their own thinking. Anthro-
pology bolds up a great mirvor to man and lets him look at himself in bis infinite
variety.

(Kluckhohn 1944, p. 16—his emphasis)



Preface

Like other Overture Books, Mirror for Humanity (MFH) is intended to provide a
concise, relatively low-cost introduction to a field, in this case cultural anthropol-
ogy. The combination of shorter length, lower cost, and readability should expand
the instructor’s options for assigning varied additional reading—case studies, ethno-
graphic monographs, readers, and other supplements. This book may also work well
in a quarter system, if traditional cultural anthropology texts have proved too long
for a one-quarter course.

MFH is also an up-to-date introduction: Anthropology, reflecting the world
itself, seems to change at an increasing pace. The introductory text should not
restrict itself to subject matter defined a generation ago and ignore contem-
porary changes. Included in MHF, for example, are discussions of the demise of
the Soviet Union and its relevance to issues of ethnicity and nationalism, the grow-
ing significance of multiculturalism in North America, and anthropology’s increas-
ingly transnational, multilocal, and longitudinal perspectives.

Still, rapid change notwithstanding, anthropology has a core. Even the
briefest text must expose anthropology’s nature, scope, and roles as a science, a hu-
manities field, and a mirror for humanity. Anthropology is a science—a “systematic
field of study or body of knowledge that aims, through experiment, observation, and
deduction, to produce reliable explanations of phenomena, with reference to the
material and physical world” (Webster’s New World Encyclopedia, 1993, p. 937). Clyde
Kluckhohn (1944, p. 9) called anthropology “the science of human similarities and
differences,” and his statement of the need for such a science still stands: “Anthro-
pology provides a scientific basis for dealing with the crucial dilemma of the world
today: how can peoples of different appearance, mutually unintelligible languages,
and dissimilar ways of life get along peaceably together?” (Kluckhohn 1944, p. 9).
Cultural anthropology has compiled an impressive body of knowledge, which this
textbook attempts to encapsulate.

Anthropology is also a bumanities field. In fact, cultural anthropology may well
be the most humanistic of academic fields, because of its fundamental respect for
human diversity. Anthropologists listen to, record, and represent voices from a mul-
titude of nations and cultures. We strive to convince our students of the value of lo-
cal knowledge, of diverse world views and perspectives. Cultural anthropology
brings a comparative and nonelitist perspective to forms of creative expression, in-
cluding art, narratives, music, and dance. Cultural anthropology influences and is
influenced by the humanities. For example, adopting an anthropological view of cre-
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ativity in its social and cultural context, recent approaches in the humanities have
paid greater attention to mass and popular culture and to local creative expressions.
Another convergence between anthropology and the humanities is the view of cul-
tural expressions—“unwritten behavior, speech, beliefs, oral tradition, and ritual”
(Clifford 1988, p. 39)—as patterned texts whose meanings must be deciphered in a
particular cultural context. A final link between anthropology and the humanities is
the study of ethnographic accounts as forms of written, visual, or auditory represen-
tations of other cultures and experiences (Clifford 1988; Marcus and Fischer 1986).

Anthropology’s final basic role is as a mirvor for humanity—a term derived from
Clyde Kluckhohn’s metaphor, expressed in his book Mirror for Man (1944), which
suggested the title of this text. By looking at other cultures we can see ourselves
more clearly:

Ordinarily we are unaware of the special lens through which we look at life. It would
hardly be fish who discovered the existence of water. Students who had not yet gone
beyond the horizon of their own society could not be expected to perceive custom
which was the stuff of their own thinking. Anthropology bolds up a great mirvor to man
and lets him look at himself in bis infinite variety. (Kluckhohn 1944, p. 16—his empha-
sis)

This point reminds me of one of my teachers, Margaret Mead. Although Kluck-
hohn wrote the popular book entitled Mirror for Man, anthropologists remember
Mead for her unparalleled success in demonstrating anthropology’s value and rele-
vance in allowing Americans to reflect on cultural variation and the plasticity of hu-
man nature. Mead conveyed the anthropological perspective to a broad public in a
way no contemporary anthropologist does. She represented anthropology so effec-
tively because she viewed it as # bumanistic science of unique value in understanding and
improving the human condition. This book is written in the belief that anthropologists
should remember and emulate Margaret Mead’s example.

hkkkk

No single or monolithic theoretical perspective orients this book. Instruc-
tors with a wide range of views and approaches should be able to use it effectively.
MFH is derived from my longer McGraw-Hill text Cultural Anthropology 6e, but
with new writing and updating. MFH condenses and reduces 19 chapters into 14,
with conceptual and textual reorganization. Most notably, the chapters on language
(5) and religion (6) directly follow those on culture (2), ethnicity (3), and race (4), in-
stead of being placed toward the end of the book. The organization is intended to
cover core and basics, while also illustrating prominent current issues. MFH con-
cludes with three chapters especially relevant to anthropology’s role in today’s
world: Applied Anthropology (12), Development and Innovation (13), and Cultural
Exchange and Survival (14).



Xvil ~ PREFACE

MFH has four important chapters not consistently found in cultural anthropol-
ogy texts: Ethnicity and Ethnic Relatons (3), The Cultural Construction of Race
(4), Gender (10), and Cultural Exchange and Survival (14). These and other chap-
ters explore the nature, role, and preservation of human diversity in the face of glob-
alization. I recognize and try to show how linkages in the modern world system have
both enlarged and erased old boundaries and distinctions as described in standard
anthropology textbooks. People travel more than ever, but migrants maintain their
ties with home, so that they live multilocally. With so many people “in motion,” the
unit of anthropological study expands from the local community to the transnational
diaspora.

In considering ethnic and national cultural identities, Chapter 3 examines mul-
ticulturalism in North America and the revival of ethnic expression and conflict in
eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union. Chapter 14 focuses on issues of cul-
tural exchange and survival in a global culture driven by flows of people, technology,
finance, images, information, and ideology. Different degrees of destruction, domi-
nation, resistance, survival, adaptation, and modification of native cultures have fol-
lowed contact between cultures and ethnic groups. Indigenous peoples have devised
various strategies to resist attacks on their autonomy, identity, and livelihood. New
forms of political mobilization and cultural expression have emerged from the inter-
play of local, regional, national, and international cultural forces.

I am pleased to have been one of the textbook authors chosen to participate in
the Gender in the Curriculum Project of the American Anthropological Associa-
tion. In that project I was paired with Yolanda Moses, who commented extensively
on, and met with me to discuss, the treatment of gender issues in my texts Anthropol-
ogy: The Exploration of Human Diversity and Cultural Anthropology. The lessons 1
learned have also been incorporated in MFH, in which gender issues are the focus of
a separate chapter (10) but are also considered throughout the text.

F*kkkk

Pedagogy: MFH incorporates suggestions made by users of my other texts and
pre-publication reviewers of this one. The result, I hope, is a sound, well-organized,
interesting, and “user-friendly” introduction to cultural anthropology.

MFH contains several issues boxes, intended to give students a chance to con-
sider anthropology’s relevance to today’s multicultural world and to their own lives.
Some boxes examine current events or debates. Others are personal accounts of field
experiences, which add human feeling to the presentation of cultural anthropology’s
subject matter. Many boxes illustrate a point by bringing in an example familiar to
students from their enculturation or everyday experience.

A glossary defining terms boldfaced in each chapter is found at the end of the
book, along with a bibliography of references cited.

Available for use with MFH is an ethnographic case studies book Culture
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Sketches by Holly Peters-Golden. This supplement profiles several of the cultures
discussed in MFH. Dr. Peters-Golden has taught introductory anthropology at the
University of Michigan, using my textbook, for several years.
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