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FOREWORD

The nucleus of this volume consists of a number of papers
presented at the Advanced Research Workshop on "The Impact of
New Information Technologies on Library Management, Resources
and Cooperation'", held in Luxembourg from 19-23 November
1984,

The Workshop was a joint effort of four international
organisations., The Scientific Affairs Division of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, through a personal commitment
and interest expressed by Dr. H. Durand, Assistant Secretary
General for Scientific Affairs, was the first and major
sponscr acting as a catalyst in enabling the Workshop to take
place. Through its support for travel and subsistence costs
of some of the North American participants, the Workshop
could became a platform for the exchange of ideas between
parties concerned with information handling and transmission
and information policy in Western Europe and North America.

The Directorate General for Information Market and
Innovation. of the Commission of the European Communities
hosted the Workshop in its facilities - the Jean Monnet
Building in Luxembourg - also providing for simultaneous
translation in the main languages of the European Community.
Moreover, the Commission generously funded the participation
of key participants from Community countries and provided
participants with ample information on existing Community
programmes related to electronic publications, electronic
transmission of documents, coopyright problems, problems of
standards, telecommunication, and so on.

The Council of Europe supported attendance from Sweden,
Austria and Spain. And lastly, the European Cultural
Foundation organised the event on behalf of all these
organisations.

Co-chairing and organisation were the responsibility of
undersigned. It attracted more than 100 European and
American participants from national and research libraries,
policy-making circles, library and information management
associations, and -intergovernmental and non-governmental
organisations. ‘Participants came from sixteen European
countries, the United States of America, and Canada; there
were also representatives from professional associations such -
as IFLA, FID, LIBER and ASLIB; the Research Libraries Group
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X FOREWORD

in North America; and the Comission of the DIuropean
Comunities and its advisory ocommittee of  national
representatives for scientific information and documentation.

The Workshop sought and succeeded in paving the way for
a European Council of Research Libraries. Working groups
elaborated upon the policy and programme of the Council and
made recommendations for European and Intercontinental
Library Cooperation, European New Technology initiatives of
relevance to libraries and Education and Training.

Apart fram papers presented at the Workshop, this
volume incorporates two excellent papers by Henriette D.
Avram on "The Linked Systems Project” and by Patricia Battin
on "The Electronic Library" which were presented at an
Intercontinental Conference sponsored by the . Research
Libraries Group during the first week of October 1984, at
Stanford, California.

The proceedings provide solid overviews of trends and
developments in Europe and North America in fields such as
online information systems, library networking, application
of new technologies, and education and training.
Infrastructures for library cooperation in North America such
as the Council on Library Resources and the Research
Libraries Group in the United States of America and the
Nordic Council for Scientific Information and Research
Libraries and LIBER in Europe are being described in detail.

Case-studies are being provided on innovative new
technology projects such as the Optical Disk Programme of the
Library of Congress and the Linked Systems Project involving
the Washington Library Network, the Library of Congress and
the Council on Library Resources. .

Readers will be both impressed by the potential-:of the
Information Market of the European Community with its 320
million people after the formal accession of Spain and
Portugal in January 1986 and its initiatives such as the
APOLLO project (Article Procurement with Online Local
Ordering) and programmes in the field of electronic. document
delivery and be faced with the gap between North America and
Europe as far as new technologies and libraries are
concerned.

The degree to which European libraries should make a
concerted effort to join the Western Information Society may
be assessed based on the ten propositions described by
Rutherford D. Rogers in "The Western Information Society",
while any blueprint for the future will certainly consider
the phase-wise imaginative approach by Patricia Battin in



FOREWORD xi
"The Clectronic Library".

Cooperation being the reason for and the object of the
Workshop, and functional standardisation enhancing and
facilitating cooperation, the editors do however appreciate
and hence did not intervene in such aspects of linguistic
diversity as expressed by 'catalogues' and 'catalogs'.

We wish to thank the authors for permission to
incorporate their papers and Wim Koops for h1s valuable
suggestions.

July 1985 Herman Liebaers
Warren J. laas
Wim E. Biervliet
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EDTTORIAL

Rutherford D, Rogers, Yale University Librarian, in his
opening address asked the meeting to consider ten
propositions, which constituted 'megatrends' serving as a
structuring device and catalyst related to the subject of the
Workshop, "The Impact of New Information Technologies on
Library Management, Resources and Cooperation". He stressed
that the remarkable volume of information and the presently
sophisticated means of handling it did not occur overnight
but are a reflection of a discernible evolutionary process,
which is far from over, inwolving technical developments and
societal need., Online computer data in commercial and
specialized databases will soon be greatly exjanded and will
be facilitated by Linked-Systems Project technology and
telefacsimile, However conventional library collections are
far from being supplanted by the limited amount of online
data, Information packaged in new formats tends to be
incremental to conventional formats ra!:her than displacing
the latter.

Raymond Appleyard, Director General for Information
Market and Innovation, Commission of the European
Communities, noted the pre-eminent role of libraries in the
access to knowledge and culture, the importance of which is
likely to increase with the shift to a society already
consciously more and more centered upon information and its
utilisation. Reference was made to the five-year programme in
the specialised information field that gives the Commission a
mandate to help libraries -to make full use of the new
technological developments, not only in their own operations
but more especially in their services to users and their fuil
integration into the.information distribution process. :

Durand, Assistant Secretary General for
Scientific and Envirormental Affairs, NATO, indicated that
the Workshop is a typical example of one of several
activities undertaken under the auspices of the NATO Science
Programme, which sees a need to bring together experts
working in fields undergoing very rapid technological change.

In the other courtesy speeches, the Eurpopean Parliament
indicated the .need for a European policy for 1ibraries and
that such a policy would fit within the framework of the
Treaty of Rome; the Council of Rurope emphasisei its
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particular concern to make sure that attempts at improving
cooperation among libraries and a Buropean Council on Library
Resources will bring together libraries in all twenty-three
countries of the Council for Cultural Cooperation; the
International Federation of Library Associations and
Institutions (IFLA) referred to the joint statement of - a
group of Furopean librarians (members of GELC) and a group of
European librarians (members of IFLA), dealing with the
igpact of electronic technology and, in particular,  its
effect on scientific scholarly, gand professional information
and the role publishers and liBraries should play in this
area. It has become accepted that 1libraries and library
networks not only can and should play a vital role in the
provision of information in its traditional forms but also
that they provide an obvious and suitable infrastructure for
access to information and the supply of documents in
electronic form.

Chapter II 'Infrastructures for Library Cooperation' provides
the reader with evidence as to the need for establishing a
Furopean equivalent to the Council on Library Reseources based
on Liebaers' 'Towards a Eurcpean Council on Research
Libraries' and Haas' 'The Development and Present Program of
the Council on Library Resources'.

Liebaers pleads for priority a551gment from a European
angle for other patterns of collection building,
bibliographic access, availability of publications, and
transborder data flow. Similar to Rogers indicating that no
single institution can be totally self-sufficient in
information, Liebaers states that eminence can no longer be
achieved within national boundaries. Consortia in the field

" of research libraries and information services are, however,
much less developed in Europe than in the United States.

Haas describes the Council on Library Resources,
chartered in 1956, as an operatmg foundation to help
libraries take advantage of emerging technologies in order to
improve operating performance and expand services for an
increasing number of users. However, the setting in which
these libraries function is much  changed. The Council's
programme, reflecting the ocomplexity of that setting,
concentrates more than before on understanding the
implications for universities, libraries and individuals of
present techndlogical capabllltles and the accompanying
influence of technology on economics and organisations. The:
present programme of CIR has five principal components:




