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Ne. serambled out of the. igloo as fast as we.
eotld, but we were too late. The sled, with
Arrold barely holding on, was already a hundred
yards down the. road. The dogs ran at full
speed, howling happily while. Arnold bowunced
wildly on the. rear runner.

Ne stood there for just a moment in shock.
Then Fernando jumped on the. KC Snow Tracker.
He. shouted fo the rest of us in a take-charge.

voiee. . - .

“Curtis, Megan, you guys stay behind. Maybe the dogs’ll
come back when they’re tired or hungry.” He pointed to the
seat behind him on the Snow Tracker. “Keisha . . . ? C'mon
with me.” Fernando gunned the engine and we burst forward,
following the trail left by the dog sled.

Then, just as we whipped around a blind corner, I saw a
dark shape step into the trail ahead of us. A moose!

There was no time to stop and nowhere else to steer.
Unless we wanted to smack into a spruce tree instead, we

were going to hit the side of that moose like a freight train.

=D+



Other Books in
The Kinetic City
Super Crew Series

Catch of the Day:
The Case of the Helpless Humpbacks
by Emily Lloyd

Forest Slump:
The Case of the Pilfered Pine Needles
by Emily Lloyd

Hot-Tempered Farmers:
The Case of the Barbecued Barns
by Chuck Harwood

Metal Heads:
The Case of the Rival Robots
by Marianne Meyer

One Norse Town:
The Case of the Suspicious Scrolls
by J. A. Warner

Rock the House:
The Case of the Meteorite Menace
by Chuck Harwood

Tall Tales:
The Case of the Growing Suspicions
by Emily Lloyd

This School Stinks:
The Case of the Secret Scent
by J. A. Warner



About the Crew

It is the near future. Peace has broken out all
over the world, and the President of the United
States has decided to donate the world’s most
sophisticated military vehicle, the X-100
Advanced Tactical Vehicle, to “the youth of
America, that they might use this powerful tool
to learn, to explore, and to help others.”

Since the X-100 was designed in a top-
secret factory in Kinetic City, the vehicle was
renamed the Kinetic City Express and the
first young crew was dubbed the Kinetic City
Super Crew.

But who would be the members of the
Crew? Kinetic City’s mayor, Richard M.
Schwindle, puts out a call to the young people
of the city. Many answer the call, and seven are
chosen: Keisha, Derek, Megan, Curtis,
Fernando, PJ, and Max.

Now the Crew travel the world, along with
their talkative supercomputer ALEC, in a tire-
less quest for truth, justice, and the perfect
deep-dish pizza. Their quest may never end.



About the Train

CIA Top Secret Document #113057
DECLASSIFIED: 9/12/99

Originally designed to carry military intelli-
gence teams to trouble spots throughout the
world, the X-100 is capable of ultra-high-speed
travel, under the control of the Advanced Logic
Electronic Computer (ALEC) Series 9000. The
vehicle can travel over land on existing train
tracks and on tank-style treads. For crossing
bodies of water, the X-100 can seal its water-
proof bulkheads and travel underwater, using
an advanced form of Magneto-Hydrodynamic
Drive propulsion. The X-100 has several small
vehicles within it which can travel with or
without human passengers, including a small
submarine and a jet copter. Finally, the X-100
has sophisticated information-gathering capa-
bilities, using ’round-the-clock, high-speed
access to the Internet, an extensive CD-ROM
library, and the ability to generate realistic
science simulations in its “Cyber Car.”
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The Phone Call

“Kinetic City Super Crew. When you want
the facts, we hit the tracks. Keisha speaking.”

“Yah, this is Arnold Rutabegger. I am going
to be in a movie!”

“Wow, that’s cool, Arnold!”

“No, it is freezing! We are making the movie
in Alaska. But I am not just shivering because
of the cold.”

“What do you mean?”

“I am shaking with fear, too! This movie
has been cursed!”
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CHAPTER ONE

A Chilling
Tale

Kinetic City Express Journal: "Snow Froblem: The.
Case. of Mushing Madness,” Keisha reporting.

Whenever the hotline rings with a call
from owr old friend Arnold Rutabeqqer, you
can bet the Super Crew is in for a crazy time.
Arnold is a very big but not very bright quy.
He's a beefy body-builder type—a huge man
with huge. muscles—but he doesn 't have a lot
going on upstairs, if you know what I mean.
So even though he's so mueh older and bigger
than any of ws, Arnold kinda looks up to the
Crew. Basically, that means that he's always
getting into trouble and asking for owr help.
This time. was no different. He called ws

3



from Alaska, of all places, with good news and
bad news.

The. good news was, Arnold was finally
fulfilling his lifelong dream o e in the. movies!
He. had gotten an awesome Job, working on a
film starring his action movie idol, John-Clod Van
Dumm. The. bad news was, something was qoing
really wrong with the. film's production. Arnold
said a bunch of the stunt people. had been hurt
invarious strange. aceidents. For a big action
flick like. this one, that meant big trouble.

I+ also meant that crazy rumors were
flying around that the whole. production was
eursed! That sounded totally silly to me, but
poor Arnold was seared stitf. With so many
people hurt, the. director had given Arnold a
chance 4o do some stunts in the movie. A+ first,
Arnold was totally excited, but now, with his
big test stunt just a few days away, he was
terrified the. curse would get him foo.

To make. matters worse, poor Arnold was also
frozen stiff! His teeth were. chattering he. whole.
time. we. were. talking. I ried o calm him down



over the. phone, but he. was just too worked up.
He. wanted to make a big impression on the.
Airector, but he. had comvvinced himself that he
was the. curse.'s next vietim. Tt was pretty obviows
that the Super Crew was going 1o have. fo go up
there. and look after Arnold in person. Aryway,

I couddn 't give him the. cold shoulder. (Hey, T I/
have. to tell the. Crew that one. Did T fell yow T
love puns? Maybe. even more, I love hearing the.
rest of the. Crew qroan at +hem.)

T knew the. other members of the Super
Crew would want to help Arnold, too, especially
since. this case had a glamourous, show biz
angle. So I went off to gather them together.
Fernando was in the KC Express Train's Video
Car, watching a cheesy sci-fi thriller, "Attack
of the Deranged Dingoes.” Megan was in the.
Library Car, reading the latest edition of her
favorite weekly tabloid magazine, the. National
Tattler (Their motto: "Stories So Hot You
Should Be Reading with an Oven Mit4 ). And
Curtis, as usual, was tinkering with his latest
‘improvements” to the. train—this time. he. said he



was getting the heating system in shape, even
though i+ was only early September.

We all met in the. KC Express Train's command
headguarters, the Control Car. That's where we.
always go to discuss new cases with the. help of
owr talking supercomputer ALEC. Fernando came.
bowncing in first . - .

“Okay, Keisha, what’s the spoon?” he said, full
of energy.

“The spoon?” 1 replied.

“Yeah, you know, like ‘what’s the scoop.’”

No, I didn’t know, but I was used to being
stumped by Fernando’s talk. He just loves to
use whatever phrase is currently on the trendy-
meter. I can usually figure out what he’s talking
about, but sometimes he just loses me. “Well,” 1
said, “the, uh, spoon is this: we got a call from
Arn...

“Oh, wait!” Fernando interrupted. “I forgot
to tell you my totally wide new idea! ‘Kinetic
City Super Crew: The Movie!’”

“What? What are you talking about?” I



asked. Fernando always has some wild idea to
liven up the train. Some of them are totally
crazy—like the time he wanted to have a
weenie roast in the Garden Car. Let’s just say
that bonfires and automatic sprinkler systems
don’t mix. Anyway, I figured today’s movie epic
idea must have been inspired by the cheesy
movie he had just been watching.

“Remember the time the Crew helped
Claude Cloulez save those whales in Nova
Scotia?”

“Sure,” I said. “The Case of the Helpless
Humpbacks.’ I'll never forget that one. My blue
jacket still smells like fish.”

“Well I think it would make an awesome
adventure movie, and I know just how we can
do it! First, I put some toy boats in the bathtub
and shoot them in extreme close-up...”

I thought Fernando was out of his mind, but
while he was talking, Megan walked in. Right
away she was hooked. (Get it? Hooked? I kill
myself.) “Sounds cool,” she began, “but what
are we gonna do for whales?”



Fernando was on a roll. “Keisha, doesn’t
your little sister have a whole bunch of those
Bean-Bag Pals? She’s gotta have a whale! We
can use that.”

Megan shook her head furiously. “Wait!
Forget the whales,” she cried, snapping her
fingers. “There’s big bucks to be made in dis-
aster flicks. Let’s sink the boat!”

“Yeah,” Fernando agreed. “That’s what
sells—explosions, disaster, screaming! We’ll
sink the boat, maybe blow up the train...”

Right then, Curtis walked in, totally con-
fused. “Sink the boat? Blow up the train? I don’t
like the sound of this.”

Fernando gave a quick description of his
movie—a “high-concept pitch” he called it—
but Curtis wasn’t interested. “Fernando, man,
why don’t you use your time more produc-
tively? You could give me a hand fixing the
train’s heating system.”

“The heating system? Why are you messing
with that, Curtis?” Megan asked suspiciously.
“It’s not even October yet.”



