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The Dandy Frightening the Squatter

About thirteen years ago, when the now flourishing young
city of Hannibal, on the Mississippi River, was but a “wood-
yard,” surrounded by a few huts, belonging to some hardy
“squatters,” and such a thing as a steamboat was considered
quite a sight, the following incident occurred:

A tall, brawny woodsman stood leaning against a tree
which stood upon the bank of the river, gazing at some ap-
proaching object, which our readers would easily have discov-
ered to be a steamboat.

About half an hour clapsed, and the boat was moored, and
the hands busily engaged in taking on wood.

Now among the many passengers on this boat, both male
and female, was a spruce young dandy, with a killing mous-
tache, &c., who secemed bent on making an impression upon
the hearts of the young ladies on board, and to do this, he
thought he must perform some heroic deed. Observing our
squatter friend, he imagined this to be a fine opportunity to
bring himself into notice; so, stepping into the cabin, he said:

“Ladies, if you wish to enjoy a good langh, step out on the
guards. I intend to frighten that gentleman into fits who
stands on the bank.”

The ladies complied with the request, and our dandy drew
from his bosom a formidable looking bowie-knife, and thrust
it into his belt; then, taking a large horse-pistol in each hand,
he seemed satisfied that all was right. Thus equipped, he
strode on shore, with an air which seemed to say—“The
hopes of a nation depend on.me.” Marching up to the woods-
man, he exclaimed:

“Found you at last, have I? You are the very man I’ve been
looking for these three weeks! Say your prayers!” he contin-
ued, presenting his pistols, “you’ll make a capital barn door,
and I shall drill the key-hole myself!”

The squatter calmly surveyed him a moment, and then,
drawing back a step, he planted his huge fist directly between
the eyes of his astonished antagonist, who, in a moment, was
floundering in the turbid waters of the Mississippi.

Every passenger on the boat had by this time collected on
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2 HANNIBAL 1852

the guards, and the shout that now went up from the crowd
speedily restored the crest-fallen hero to his senses, and, as he
was sneaking off towards the boat, was thus accosted by his
conqueror:

“I say, yeou, next time yeou come around drillin® key-holes,
don’t forget yer old acquaintances!”

The ladies unanimously voted the knife and pistols to the
victor.

May 1, 182



Historical Exhibition —
A No. 1 Ruse

A young friend gives me the following yarn as fact, and if it
should turn out to be a double joke, (that is, that he iragined
the story to fool me with,) on his own head be the blame:

It seems that the news had been pretty extensively circu-
lated, that Mr. Curts, of the enterprising firm of Curts &
Lockwood, was exhibiting at their store, for the benefit of the
natives, a show of some kind, bearing the attractive title of
“Bonaparte crossing the Rhine,” upon which he was to de-
liver a lecture, explaining its points, and giving the history of
the piece, the price being “one dime per head, children half
price.” Well, the other day about dusk, a young man went in,
paid his dime, “saw the elephant,” and departed, apparently
“with a flea in his ear,” but the uninitiated could get nothing
out of him on the subject; he was mum—had scen the var-
mint, and that was the full extent of the information which
could be pumped out of him by his enquiring friends.

Well, everybody who saw the sight seemed seized with a
sudden fit of melancholy immediately afterwards, and dimes
began to grow scarce. But pretty soon Jim C , with a
crowd of eager boys at his heels, was seen coming down the
street like half a dozen telegraphs. They arrived at the store,
gasping and out of breath, and Jim broke out with:

“Mr. Curts—want—to see—that—show! What’s—
price!”

“Oh, we let boys see it at half price—hand out your five
cents.”

Jim had got done blowing by this time, and threw down
his money in as great a hurry as if life and death depended
upon the speed of his movements, saying:

“Quick! Mr. Curts, I want to see 1t the worst kind.”

“Yes, Oh yes; you want to see ‘Bonaparte crossing the
Rhine,” do you,” said Abram, very deliberately.

“Yes, that’s it—that’s what I want to see,” said Jim, who
was so anxious to see the show that he could scarcely stand
still.

“Well, you shall see it,” said the worthy exhibitor, with a

3




4 HANNIBAL 1852

wise look, at the same time dropping the five cents into the
money drawer, “and I hope by this show to impress upon
your young minds, this valuable piece of history, and illus-
trate the same in so plain a manner that the silliest lad
amongst you will readily comprehend it.”

The juvenile audience was now breathless with expectation,
and crowded around with eager looks, and not the slightest
movement on the part of the learned lecturer was overlooked
by them, as he drew from a drawer a piece of bone about
three inches long, and holding it up before the wondering
boys, he slowly and deliberately commenced his lecture, or
explanation:

“Yes sir,” terrupted Jim with mouth, eyes and ears wide
open.

“As I was saying,” continued Mr. Curts, “vyou now sce be-
tore you the ‘Bonaparte’—the ‘Bomy-part,” vou understand,
the Gony part’ of a hog’s leg (house shakes with laughter from
the crowd which had now assembled, but Jim did not join
in the general merriment, but looked very sober, seeming to
think there was very little about it to laugh at, at least on his
side) yes, boys,” said Abram, as grave and solemn as a judge
about to pass sentence, “this is the bony-part of a hog’s leg.”

“Is-is a-a-that all!” gasped poor Jim, beginning to look blue
about the gills.

“Oh no,” said the lecturer, “this is merely a part of the
exhibition,” and he took from a shelf a piece of mcat skin
about as large as a piece of paper i. ¢. the size of a-dollar bill,
and presenting it to view he proceeded with the lecture.

“Now, my young hearers_this vou see is the ‘Rhine’—ves,”
he continued, as solemnly as before, “this is the ‘Rhine,’—
properly speaking, the hog’s rind—a piece of hog’s rind.”

When the laugh had subsided, Mr. C. again went on with
the explanation:

“Now, voung gentlemen, draw near and give me vour at-
tention a moment, for this is the most interesting part of the
exhibitton,” and old Abram looked and spoke, if possible, still
more wise and solemn than before; then slowly passing the
picce of bone back and forth across the skin, he said, “you
see, boys this is the ‘bony part crossing the rind,’ very lucidly




