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Preface

Chambers Maxi Paperback Dictionaryisa riendly word-. mpanion that should have a place
on every home, office and college bookshelf. It giv . positive, easily-understood meanings of
allthe words the reader is likely to see, the speaker . .se and the listener to hear within the width
and variety of modern everyday life.

The Maxi is a streamlined edition of the latest Chambers Concise Dictionary, reflecting the
latter’s authority, broad coverage, and up-to-dateness. In the Maxi, the distractions of
extrancous information have been avoided. giving direct. uncomplicated access to the essential
requirements of dictionary users — words and their meanings.

Clear and comprehenstve, Chambers Maxi Paperback covers today’s English as it is used
and understood throughout the world. New words such as phoenixism and technostress and
new meanings such as ‘a form of mugging’ for steaming and “admirable’ for wicked rub
shoulders with the longer-established vocabulary in this totalty straightforward and accessible
dictionary.



Using the dictionary

Order of entries

All entries are listed alphabetically. each entry
having as a basic pattern the following
cl~ments:

(1) Headword

(2) Part of speech label

(3) Definition(s)

Within this framework there are often

subheads - words that are derived from the
headword (derivatives), or compounds or
phrases that include the headword or one
of its derivatives. This grouping of related
words within an entry preserves and explains
their ‘family’ link, while at the same time
ensuring that space is used as effectively as
possible.

Structure

The main clements of an entry are explained
in ~reater detail be'ow:

1. Headword

The word (in bold 1ype) projecting at the head
of an entry is referred to as the headword.
Headwords are listed in alphabetical order.
Superscript numbers are added to head-
words where necessary (see ¢.g. cape!, cape?)
to indicate homographs (words of identical
spelling but of different meaning, origin, etc.).
Included in the headword list, in alpha-

betical order, are cross-references, words of

which the full entry. or on which further infor-
mation, is 1o be found elsewhere in the dic-
tionary. Also included in the alphabetical
headword scquence are abbreviation and
symbol entries. which foliow full-word entries
of identical spelling. and which themselves are
followed by prefix, suffix and combining form
entries (see page ix).

2. Part of speech label

At the head of an entry there is a label 10
indicate the headword’s part of speech (e.g.
adj for adjective, n for noun). A further part
of speech lubel may follow a set of definitions,
to show that the preceding bold word is also
used as another type of word (e.g. gash if to
cut deeply into. - 1 a deep, open cut).

Part of speech labels are given after all head-
words except phrasal items, and before each
direct derivative word. Compound nouns are
not labelled.

Entries for prefix, suffix and combining form
items treat all compound subheads as deriva-

viil

tive items, i.e. they have individual part of
speech labels.

3. Definition(s)

Definitions in the dictionary entries are
ordered and grouped with a view to clarity,
ease of comprehension and use. Normally the
most common meanings are given first, unless
an earlier, perhaps more specific, sense serves
to clarify or explain its subsequent use. In
general, obsolete, rare, dialect and archaic
senses are omitted from this dictionary, in
favour of current, modern uses, although
certain items in these categories, felt to be of
special help or interest to the modern reader,
have been included.

Definitions are separated by semicolons.

In abbreviation and symbol entries, defin-
ttions are listed alphabetically.

4. Subheads

Subheads are bold-print items not listed as
separate entries, but listed and explained
within an entry. Note the order in which
subheads appear in an entry:

E:
(a) Direct derivutives
These are words which are formed by adding
a suffix or ending either to the headword or 1o
the root word. They are given, alphabetically,
immediately after the various meanings of the
headword. Each is given a grammatical (part
of speech) fabel. If the meaning of a regular,
direct derivative is readily dedudible. it may be
undefined.



thy Compounels

Compound words (1 ¢. those made up of two
or more words, the first bemg the entry
headword or one of its derivitives) follow any
direct deritatives. Thes may be hyphenated.
one-word or two-word compounds. If the
compound’« meaning ts evident from 1ts two
parts, it may be undefined. Where no gram-
matical fabel has been given at a compound.
tis to be assumed 1o be a noun. Those com-
pounds which do not begin with the headword
or denivative of the headword are listed under
the third category. the phrases.

(c) Phrases

Follswing any dircct derivatives and any com-
pound words, all phrasal items relating to the
headwaord are listed alphabetically. These may
he phrases. phrasal verbs or idioms. vt com-
pounds which do not begin with the headword
or any of ils derivatives.

%, Alternative forms

Words spelt or formed 1in more than one way,
but sharng the same meaning(s) and use, are
shown in the dictionary linked by the word
‘or’. Where 3 number of such aliernatives afe
shown, strict alpha betical order may be waived
in order to show the most commonly used
form at the head of the list,

In hyphenated compound words. an alter-
native form may be shown only by the alter-
native element of the compound (e.g. hunting-
hox, -lodge or -seat)

6. Inflections

Inflected words are shown, following a colon.
after the definition(s) of a word (if any). Plura)
forms and verb participles etc. are shown only
if they are irregular in formation, or warrant
special clarification. Comparative and superia-
tive forms of adjectives are given (again only
by the same criteria) in parentheses fottowing

the adjective or 1ts grammatical label. Current
equivalent feminine forms appear alongside the
masculine forms. whercas distinctively or less
commonly used feminine forms are shown,
following a colon. after the definitionts).

7. Classification labels

A label relating to the classification (e.g. collog.
slang. chem. electr, psychol) of a word or
meaning preccdes the list of meanings where il
applies to all of the meanings given.

Where a label applies to only one definition
in a list. it immediately follow, that definition.

A label which precedes the part of speech
label at the head of an entry applies to all
meanings of the word and 10 its derivatives and
their meanings unless or until it is cancelled by
a further classification label. This applies also
where there is only one sense and one meaning
of a word.

Classification labels are shown in italic
print.

Foreign words A bracketed abbreviation in
roman type (e.g. Fr., Ger.) preceding the part
of speech [abel at the head of an entry signifies
that the word is still regarded as a foreign
word, rather than as a naturalised English
word. German nouns have been spelt with a
capital letter. as they are in their country of
origin.

8. Prefix, suffix and combining forms

These entries are treated as ordinary word
entries except in the respects specified below.

Entries for prefix, suffix and combining form
items (as already noted in 2.) show a separate
part of speech label at each compound
subhead ‘nested’ within the entry, treating
them as derivatives of the headword.

If more than one definition is given they
generally follow an initial linking word and a
colon (e.g. dia- pfx denoting: through; across;
during; composed of).



American English

Despite réascd wonlae and communic tion
hatween ain Ame ihe ¢ sttt yor
difference  n the torms of  glish used in the two
countries
Spelling

Spelling differences 1n a number of indrvidual words
(e.g. man  or defernse, and practice as a verb) have
been now o the dichionary. Groups of words in
which the spelling is diffesent are as follows:

Brit.  US,

aur ar Aw.crican spellings such as color,
humor. have often been noted in the
'r\ i

re e cenier, micle  reconnoer. sallpeter,
the rer el
Be oshay b ba ound - o1
g e heere, massae ogre, ew.

il ! Amercans bove single Finalld wa-

tventn -ed o et ool rds
ending in i [ canceled, -ing
careled, -ing, chiseled -ing, counse-
led  -ing. or. disheveled,  -ing,
vgueled,  ~ing,  imperiled,  -ing.
jeweled. -ing -er, libeled, -ing, -er.
reveled, -mg -er traveled, -ing. er

Brit. L .S.
wiualee,  ng. 0 cte Ao woolen,
marvelou

fordt cavoll enthrall. o0 dhralldom.

{ U in fulfill, skadlpsd, w ilful.
In aocuns in menr: enrolfmens,
enthralbnent, fulfitiment . installmeni.

o p kidnupidd -ing. -er. worshiped, -ing., -
or

i 1 cuarbureted. -or

e, ¢ The tendency to replace ae and ocin

o o7 ¢ words from Greek or Latin by ¢ 1s
more stongly  developed in the
United Siates than in Britain: c.g.
etivlogy, hemoglobin, esophagus.

Neor - verbs und their derivatives that

e way be speft e o e, Amenicans
prefer -jzv.

Meaning

Some variations in vocabulury and meaning between
Byitish English and American English are indicated
m the dictionary. c.g. bonnet thoud; braves;suspenders.
A few words used only in the U.S. are likewise indi-
cated o g videwatk.

Some other varieties of English

British English and American Enghsh are only two
of the many varieties of English which exist in the
world today . Other forms of English exst elsewhere,
notably in Canada, Scuth Africa, India and Pakistan,
Austrahia and New Zealand. These differ (0 a greater
or Besser extenl from the English of Britain and
America with regard 10 vocabulary, grammar, pro-
nunciation and sometimes spelling. Many words or
meanings of words umgque Lo these regional forms are
noted in the dictionary, ¢.g. baas, billubong, coloured,
hartal, joey. Some guidance on the spelling is given
m the following noles. The grammalical differences
are for the most part heyond the scope of a dic-
tionary.

Canadian English

In spelling, Canadian wage stands midway between
American English and British English. The usage is
however far from uniform and varies from provinee
to provinee and even from person to person. Hence
such spellings as color, traveler and center, which
reflect American usage. and cofour. traveller and
centre, which refect the British, are to be found
alongside euch other,

English in Australia and New Zealand

Although there are differeaves between the English
of Australia and that of New Zealand. some of which
will be commented on below, the 1wo varicties are
sufficiently simitar to each other 10 be treated together
here.

The spelling of Australian English tradrtionalty
follows that of British English but American spelling
i5 now sometimes alyo found.

English in South Africa
In spelling, South Africa follows British English

English in the Indian Subcontinent

English m India, Pakistan and Bangladesh 1s nor-
mally learned as a second language, and is ofien
greatly influenced by the speaker's first languuge
Thus no homogencous Indian English can be
described here.



(Note that abbreviations shown in roman with st

abbrev.
abi.
acus
AD

adj

adv,
Aflr
AFr.
Afrik.
agri

alg
A,
anal
anthrop
antig
app.
approx
Ar.
archaeol
archit
arith
As.
Assyr.
astrol
ustron
attrib.
augm,
Austr.
AV.

b.
bacteriol
Bav.
Beng.
hiochem
biol
Bohem.
bot

Br.
Braz.

<

Can,

cap
caps
Caribh
cartog
Celt.
cent.
cf.

Ch
chem
chem eng
Chin.
civ eng
cm.
Col E
collog.

Abbreviations used in the dictionary

abbreviation
ablative
accusative
anto domins
adjective
adverb
Africa(n}
Anglo-French
Afrikaans
agriculture
algebra
Americain)
anatomy
anthropology
antiques, antiquity
appurently
approximately
Arabic
archaeology
archilecture
arithmetic
Asia(n)
Assyrian
astrology
astronomy
attributive(ly)
augmentative
Australia(n)
Authorised Version
born
bacteriology
Bavarian
Bengali
biochemistry
biology
Bohemian
botany
Britain, British
Brazilian
(L. circa) about
Canada,
Canadian
capital
capitals
Caribbean
cartography
Celtic
century
(L. confer) compare
Church
chemical,
chemistry
chemical
engincering
Chinese
civil engineering
centimetre(s)
Church of England
colloquial(ly)

compar.
comput

conj
conn.

contr.

Copt.
Corn.
corres.
crystall
cu.
Czech,
d.

Dan,
dat.
demonstr.
deriv.

derog
Dict., dict.

dimin.
Du.

E.

EAfr
EAnglian
eccles
ecol

econ
educ

cg.

Egyp.
electr

embryol
Eng.

eng
entom
erron.
esp.
etc.

ety.
euph.

Eur.
exc.
fem.

fig

Finn.

ps may also oceur withour stops when printed in italic, as

labels.)

comparative
computers,
computing
conjunction
connecled,
connection
conlracted.
contraction
Coptic
Cornish
corresponding
crystallography
cubic
Czechoslovakian
died
Danish
dative
demonstrative
derivative.
derived.
derivation
derogatorily
Dictionary,
dictionary
diminutive
Dutch
East
East Africa(n)
East Anglian
ecclesiastical
ecology
economy
education
(L. exempli gratia)
for example
Egyptian
electrical,
electricity
embryology
England,
English
engineering
entomology
erroneous(ly)
especially
(L. et cetera) and so
on
etymology
euphemism,
euphemistic(ally)
Europe(an)
except
feminine
following (pages),
folios
figurative(ly)
Finnish
(L. floruir)
flourished

xi

Flem.
fol.

- fort

Fr.
Fris.
fut.
Gael.
geog
geol
geom
Ger.
Gmc.
Goth.
Gr.
gram
Heb.
Hind.
hist

hort
Hung.
hyperb
fcel.
i.e.

illit
imit.
immun
imper.
imperf.
impers.

. incl.

Ind
indel
indic.
infin.
infl.

instrum.

interj.

interrog.

intrans.
Ir.

irreg.
Is.

It.
LVR.
Jap.
Jav.
kg
km.

Ib.
LG.

Flemish
folfowed,
following
fortification
French
Frisian
future
Gaelic
geography
geology
geometry
Germanly)
Germanic
Gothi¢
Greek
grammar
Hebrew
Hindustani
historic,
history
horticulture
Hungarian
hyperbolically
Icelandic (Modern)
(L. id esr) that is
illiterate
imitative
immunology
imperative
nperfect
impersanal
including
India(n)
indefinite
indicative
infinitive
influenced
instrumental (case)
interjection
interrogative
intransitive
Ireland,
Irish
irregular(ly)
Island(s),
Isle(s)
Italian,
Italy
International
Vehicle
Registration
Japanese
Javanese
kitogram(s)
kilometre(s)
Latin
(L. libra(e))
pound(s)
Low German



n
Lith.
1L
micch
Malay
mase
math

M.Du
ME

mech

Med.
med
metall
e Hipii -
metevre!
ey

M Flem
M.Fr.
M.H.G

wiscrebiol
nil

ML.G.

mm.
mod.
s

N.

n

NAm
nat hist
naut
neg.
neut.
N.L.
no
nom.
Norm.
Norw.
npl

n
nsing
NT.
LS
N.Z

0.

obs
OE.
O.Fr.
O.Fris.
O.H.G.
Q.lr.
O.N.
O.N.Fr.

0O.Sax.
opp.

org
ong.

hiteralily)
Lithuanian
Low (or Late) Laon
machinery
Miilaysian
masculing
mathematical.
mathematics
Middle Dutch
Middle Enghsh
mechanical.
mechamics
Mediaeval
medicne
metallurgy
metaphysics
meteorology
Mexican
Middic Flemish
Middke French
Middle High
German
nuicrobrology
militury
Middle Low
German
millimetre(s)
modern
music
New. North
noun
North America(n)
natural histury
nautical
negative
neuter. neutral
New Latin
number
nominative
Norman
Norwegian
noun plural
nouns
noun ungular
New Testament
nuclear
New Zealand
Otd
obsolele

" Old English

Old French
Old Frisian
Old High German
Old lrish
Old Norse
Old Northern
French
Old Suxon
opposed.
opposiie
organic
originalily)

ornithol
O.T.

P

Pak.
palacog
palaeontol
pap
Pabes
Pl
pathol
perf.
perh.
pers.

Pers
Peyuy
i

X
harm
nharmia
- hilar
philol
ohilos
phon
phot
phys
physiol
pl.
Pol.
pol econ
Port.
poss.

prep.
pres.
prev.
prob.
pron.
Prov,
prp

pri
psychol
qv.qqv

R.C

refl.
rel

refig

rhet
Rom.
Rum.
Russ.
RV.

S

S oo
SAam
SAsia

S'o( [ 4

orsithology
Old Testament
pariiciple
Pukistan(i)
palseogruphy
palaconiofogy
past paruaple
passive
Ppitst ke
patholoys
perfr.'v.l
perhuaps
person
persotial
Persian
Peruniat
pairalog,
prefs
phaimiucs
pharmacology
philuiely
philology
philosaphy
phoneucs
photagraphy
physics
physiology
plura}
Polish
politic.! cconomy
Portuguese
passessive.
possible.
possibly
Preposiiion
present
previousily)
prob.bly
pronoun
Provengal
present participle
present tense
psychology
(L. quod videy which
see
Roman Catholic
{Church)
reflexive
refated.
relative
refigion.
religious
rhetoric
Romanian
Rumanian
Russian
Revisc | Version
Sout!
South \fnica(n)
South America(n)
South Asia(n)
Saxon

Xii

Scand
Scot.
scudp
SE Asia
sep
Serb
Wby,
Sing
sng.
Sinh
Slav
suciol
Sp
SpAm
specif
sq

sl

subyj.

supert
Suryg
R

Sw
SWEng

symb

t.

rech
telecenmm

leg
theat

theol
trans.

rig
Turk
TV
UK.
ult.
Uus

USSR

usu.
v

et
¥i
Viet.
voc
vl
vulg
V.

M Afr
W.Ind.

Windies

Scandinavian

Scotiish

sculpture

South Eust Asta(n)

separate

Serbian

suthxa

Singapuore

singular

Sinhalesc

Slavonic

sociology

Spanish

Spanish America(n)

specifically

sguare

stone

subjeci.

subjective,

subjunctive

superiative

surgery

(L. sub verbu) under
the word

Swedish

South West
England

symbol

tense

technology

telecommunt-
cations

telegraphy

theatre,

theatrical

theology

transitive,

translation

trigonometry

Turkish

television

United Kingdom

ultimately

Unuted States (of
America)

Union of Soviet
Socialist
Republics

usually

verb

vetennary medicine

verb intransitive

_ Vietnamese

vocative

verb transitive
vulgar(ly)
West

West Africa(n)
West fndian,
West Indies
West Indies
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A or a n the hrst letter in the modern English
alphabet (also see alpha); 2 note, the major sixth
of the scale of (. (mus); something or someone of
first class or order, or of a class arbitrarily
designated A, the designation of the principal
scries of paper sizes, ranging from AQ (841 x §184
mm,)te A10(26 x 37 mm.) ; onc of the four blood
rypes in the ABO blood group system. — A1
first-rate, cxeellent; (of a3 ship) in frst-class
condition - as originally designated in Lloyd’s
Register of Shipping; A-roed a trunk or a
principal road ; A-sfde (recorded music) the side of
a single which holds the principal track being
markeied. - from A to B from one point or place
10 another ; from A to Z from beginning to end.

A or A, abbrev for: Academician; Academy; ace
{curds); acre(s); advanced ; alto (mus); amateur

Amcrica ; American ; ammeter ; ampere ; answer
area, argon (now usu. Ar; chem ), Associate (of a
society, etc.); atomic; atomic weight, Australia;

Australian; Austria (1.V.R.). — A-bomb atomic .

bomb; A level advanced level, (a pass in) an
cxamination generally raken after seven years of
secondary education, esp. in England and Wales.
— Also udj (often with kyphen).

symbo! for Angstrom or angstrom.

a adj the indefinie article, a broken down form of
an used before a consonant sound.

& or a. abbrev for: about; absent; acceleration
accepted; acre; acveage; acting; active; adjec-
tve; advance; advanced; afternoon ; amse (L), in
the year; annus (1..), year; anonymous; answer;
ante (L.}, betore ; anterior ; are (metric mmure);
atto-,

a-' pfr a reduced form of the O.E. preposition an,
on, on, in, at, as in abroad, afioat, asieep, a-
bcgp'ng, and occasnonally used separately a3 2
prepommn as in once a year.

8-* or an pfx without, not, opposite to, a8 in
amoral, anaemio, anadyue

AR abbrev for: Alcoholics Anonymous; anti-
aircraft; Architectura! Association; Associste of
Arts; Australian Army ; Automobile Association.

SSor AA symbol for (in prescriptions, etc.) in equal
quantities, of each.

AAA abbrev for: Amateur Athletic Associstion ;
American Automobile Association; Australisn
Automobile Association.

AAC gbbrev for: Amateur Athletic Club; anno
anie Christum (1..), in the year before Chnst
Army Air Corps (US).

AAM abbrev lor air-to-air missile.

A & M abbrev tar (Hymns) Ancient and Modern.

A & R abbrev for : artists and recording ; artists and
repertoire,

88t abbrev for . agninstaft risks (commerce); average
annual rainfall.

aardvark » thc antbear, a long-nosed African
edentate that feeds on termites, etc,

asrdwolf # a hyena-like mammal of southern
Alrig that feeds mainly on termires and carrion.

>

®

A

AB 1 one of the four blood tyoes in the ABO blooad
group system.

AB abbrev for: able-bodied (seaman); Adv:sor\
Board; Alberta {Canadian province); Artium
Barralaumu (L.}, Bachelor of Aris (U.S); auto-
bahn.

ab-' pfx oppusite to, from, away from, as in
abnormal.

ab-? p/xr used to indicate a centimetre-gram-
second elcctromagnetic upit.

alb abbrev for airborne.

abaca n : plantain grown in the Phsl;pp:m
Istands; its fibre, called Manila hemp.

abaci. Scc abacus.

aback adv backwards ; said of sails pressed back-
ward against the mast by the wind (naur). -
taken aback taken by surprise.

abacus 7 a frame used for counting, containing
rods on which are moveable beads; a piece of flat
stone between the capita! of a2 column and the
architrave (archit): — pl absel or abecuses.

abaft (naut) adv and prep behind, towards the
stern.

" abalone » an edible mollusc, whose shell has a

pearly lining.

abampere (cJr:1r) 1 2 unit equivalent 10 10
amperes.

shandon ur to give up; to desert ; ta give (oneself)
uver without restraint ; to give up all claims to. —
n the condition of letting oneself go; carefess
freedom of action. — 4dj abandoned completely
deserted, given up, as to a vice; profligate,
dissolute. — adv abandonedly. — n shandonee
(law) an insurer to whom a wreck has been
abandoned. — » abandonment.

abaee 11 1o degrade, belittle ; to humble ; ta lower,
put down. — adj abased. — n sbasement.

abash v! to strike with shame or embarrassment
to disconcert. — ads abashed.

abate vi to grow less; to subside; to be abated
(lam). — vt to nullify, to bring down (law); 10
lessen, reduce; to mitigate, blunt. — 245 abet-
able. — 24; abated blunted ; diminished ; Jow~
ered; subdued. — » abatement.

sbatiolr n 3 public slaughterhouse.

abaxial (bot) adj away from the axis.

abbacy n the ofhice or jurisdiction of an abbot; the
time during which one is abbot, — — odf abbatial

abbé n 2 courtesy titie for a French priest or cleric.

abbess » a2 worasn who is head of an abhey. -

sbbey 7 a convent under an abbot or abbess, or
(Ioosely) a prior or prioress; the church now or
formerly attached to such an abbey ; 3 namre often
rctained by an abbatial building that has become
& private house: — pf abbeys.

abbot 1 a male head of an abbey (fem abbess). —
n abboiship,

abbr. or abbrev. abbrev for: abbreviated ; sbbre-
viation.

abbreviate vt to shorten ; to contract ; to abridge.
— n abbreviation an act of shortenmg, a short-



ABC

enced forim, esp partofa word
ad) abbreviatory.

ABC » the ulphabet {so-named from us first
letters), the first rudiments, the basies; anything
arranged afphabeticalhy

ABC abbrer for Amencan Broadeasiing Com-
pany . Austraiian Broadeastmg Corporation

abd ubbrev tor abidicated ; abridged

abdabs. Scc habdabs.

abdicate vz and i+ formalis 10 renounce or give up
(oftice or digmiy) ad; abdicable. - n
abdication. .

abdomen n the ovelly; n mammals) the part
between diaphragm and peivis; (in arthropods)
the hind-body. ad) abdominsl. - - adv ab-
dominaliy.

abducent (snar) adj (0f a muscic) drawing back.

abduct 11 ) take away bv fraud or violence: to
kidnap: (of a muscle) to cause abduction in (a
part of the body). — n abductee a person who is
ahducted. -— n abduction the carrying away, esp.
of a person by fraud or force; muscular action
drawing onc part of the body (such as an arm or
hnger) away from another or away from the
median axis of the body. - » sbductor someone
who abducts; a muscle that draws away {anat).

abeam (naut) adz in a line at right angles to 2
vessel’s length. on the beam

abele n the white poplar-tree.

abelia # a plant of the 4belta genus of shrubs of
the honeysuckle family with pink or whire
Howers.

Aberdeen (or sanictimes, ad; of or originating in
Aberdeen or Aberdecnshire. — n (in full Abey-
deen ferrier) a coarse-haired kind of Scottish
terrier. -—ad) Aberdonian of Aberdeen. — Also
n. -— Aberdeen Angus a breed of hornless, biack
cattle.

aberrate u to wander or deviate from the right
way. — n aberrance or aberrancy. — ad;
aberrant wandering, straying; having charac-
teristics not strictly in accordance with type (bor
and zool). - - n aberration a deviation from the
usual, normal, or right course, direction or
behaviour; a wandering ol the intellect, mental
lapse; 2 non-convergence of rays, owing to
difference in refrangibility of different colours
(chromatic aberration) or to difference of focus
of the marginai und central parts of a lens or
mirror (sphericai sberration); an apparent dis-
placement of a star (astron).

abet 1/ 10 .ncite by encouragement or aid {used
<hiefly in a bad sense: see also ald and abet under
aid): —- pr p abetting; pa p abetied. — r abet-
ment. —— 7 abetter or (esp. legal) abettor.

abeyence » a state of suspension or temporary
Inactivity; the state of being without a claimant
(as of a pecrage). — adj abeyant.

abhor w to shrink from with horror; to detest,
loathe: — prp abhorring; pat and pap ab-
horred. — 2 abhorrence cxireme hatred ; some-
thing that is abhorred. — ady abhorrent re-
pugnant; strongly opposed or out of kecping;
detestable; detested; detesting. — adv abhory-
ently. — » abhorrer,

.b}de' v to endurce; to tolerate; to meet, face,
sustain; to wait for, bide, v to remain; to

dwell or say; to conform to, adhere 1o, comply
with, obey (with by): — pa ¢ and ps p abode or

n abbreviator.

aboard

abided. - »abidance. «{ abiding continual,
permanent. - odv abidingly.

@ bientot (fr ) scc you agaim soon.

ability » the quality or fact of bejng able (to);
power (physical and mental), strength; skl

ab init. whbrev for ab o (1), from the he-
ginning

abiosis (med) n absence of life
without lite; inanimate.

abject ady mean; worthless; grovelling; base,
contemptible. - - n abjection. - adv abjectly.
- - n abjectness.

abjure ¢ to renounce on vath or solemnly | o
recant; to repudiate. n abjuration. "
abjurer.

abl. shbrer for ablative.

ablation # removal, csp. surgical removal of an
organ or body-tissue, cte.; decrease cansed by
melting, evaporation, weathering, or (in aero-
space) by heat friction on re-entering the at-
mosphere. - ablate. - «/ ablative per-
taining to ablation; in or belonging to a case
which in Indo-European languages vriginally
cxpressed direction fram, or lome mwhen, later

ad; ablotic

cxtended to other functions (gram). —- n the
ablative case; 1 word in the ablative. — qdj
abiatival. - » ablator the heat shield of a
spacecraft. —  abistive absolute in Latin a

phrasc generally comprising a noun or pronoun
coupled with another noun, an adjective or a
participle, both in the ablative case and usu.
indicating the time or cause of an event.

ablaut (philof) n a variation in root vowel as in
SINg, Sang, song, sung.

ablaze adv and a4y in a blaze, on firc; gleaming
brightly.

able udj (compar abler, super! ablest) having
envugh strength, power or means (to do a thing) ;
skilful. —- adj able-bodied frec from disability,
etc.; robust. — adv ably. — able seaman or
able-bodied seaman (abbrev. AB) 2 seaman
able to perform all the duties of seamanship and
having a higher rating than the ordinary sailor.
-— able seawoman or able-bodied seawoman.

-able ad; s/x capable of (being); able to (be);
worthy of (being) ; ltkely to (be); that must (be);
suitable for; in accordance with; causing. —n s/
-ability. — adv s/x -ably. -— Sec also <ibie.

ablution » (often in pJ) the act of washing, esp. the
body ; ceremonial washing ; (in sing) the wine and
waler used to rinse the chalice, drunk by the
officiating priest (RC relig). — adj ablutionary.
— » ablulomane a person obsessed with cleanli-
ness.

ABM cbbrev for antiballistic missile.

abnegate w/ to deny: to renounce. — n ab-
negation. — » abnegator.

abnormal adj not normal. — n abnormatism. —
n abnormality — adv abnormaily. — n ab-
normity. — abnormal foad (usu. of road trans-
port} a larger or heavier load than is generally
carried.

ABQ biood group system » (med) a system by
which human blood 1s classified into four groups
(O, A, B, AB) according to the antigens carried
by the red blood cells.

Abo (Austr; offensive) n short for Aboriginal or
Aborigine: — p/ Abos.

aboard adv or prep on board; in or into a ship,
railway train, etc.; alongside (naut).



abode

abode # a dwclling-place, hume.  of no fixed
abode (/ceal) having noregular, habitual address

abolish o/ 10 put an cnd to ady abolighable.

7 abolitlon.  «J; abolitionsl. - . abo-

fitionary. n abotitionism. - abolillonist a
person who secks toabohsh anything, ¢ g slavery
or capual punishment.

abomasum # 1he fourth or true stomach ol
ruminants: - o/ abomasa. -- ¢d;y abomasal.

abominate v/ toabhor, detest. —ad; abominable
hateful ; detestable n abominableness.
adr abominably. n abomination cxtreme
aversion ; a detested object, anything abominable.

n abominaltor. bominable man 3

mythical hairy man-like creature supposed to
five in the Hinalavas (also called the yeli).

ab origine (I ) from the very lirst, from the
SOUrCe.

aborigine » an original or native inhabitant of a
country, csp (now often, and in Australia always,
with cap) Australia.  adj aboriginal (often with
cap) carliest, primitve, indigenous n {(now
olten, and 0 Australia always, with cap) an
aborigine; (with (ap) an Australian Aboriginal
fanguage.  n aborlginality. - adv aborigin-
afly.

abort v to miscarry in birth; 1o come to nothing ;
to fail before getting fully under way or reaching
a viable stage of development. - 17 to cause to
abort ; to check or call off (an attack, mission, etc.)
at an carly stage. — n an instance of abortion
(esp. of a rocket launch). - n aborticide the
killing of 2 foetus in the womb; a drug or agent
causing this {(also calied an abortifacient). -— ad;
abortifacient causing abortion. -— Also n, ~ n
abortion the prematurc expulsion of an embryo
or a foctus, cither occurring naturally (spon-
taneous abortion) or by artificial means (induced
abortion), esp. in the first three months of
pregnancy; the procuring of an induced abert-
ion; anything that fails in the coursc of coming
into being. — n abortionist a person who
procures abortion -— adf abortive unsuccessful ;
brought out or produced in an imperfect con-
dition ; checked in development. —- adv abort-
lvely. — 1 abortiveness. - aborton pifl a drug
taken oraily rhat brings about abortion; con-
taglous abortion contagious bacterial infections
of cattle and of horses, causing abortion.

aboufla or abulla n loss of willpower ; inability 10
make decisions.

abound 11 to exist in great plenty ; to be rich (with
in); to be filled (with wirh). — ad) abounding.

about prep round on the outside of ; around ; here
and there in; near in place, time, size, etc. ; on the
person of ; connected with ; concerning ; engaged
in, —advaround ; halfway round, in the opposite
direction {e.g. 1o face about); nearly; here and
there; on the opposite tack ; in motion or activity.
— about-lace a complete change of opinion,
attitude, etc. — Also vr. — Also about-turn, —
about to on the point of (doing etc.: also just
aboul to), (in neg) not likely or keen (to do
something) (celing); bring about th causceto take
place; come about to happen in the course of
time; go sbout to prepare to do; turn about
alternately; in rotation.

above prep over; in cor to a position higher than
that of; beyond in degree, amount, etc.; too
magnanimous or proud for. -— adv overhead; in

P

absent

a highcr position, mder or power; in an carlier
passage {of text, ctc.); in heaven. —— ady men-
tioned in an carhicr passage. - ad; above-board
open,  without  deception. - adr aboves
mentioned. - s¢ds sbove-named.  uds aboves
the-line ol or pertaining to the Government’s
expenditure and revenue allowed for in its ori-
gmal cstimates and provided {or by taxation; of
or peetaining to the expenditure and revenue
detailed in a company’s profit and loss account.
- above onesell conceited

Abp abbrer for Archbishop.

abr. abbrev for - abridged ; abridgment, :

abracadabra na magic word ; 2 spell or conjuring
word; gibberish.

abrade 1 to wear down or off. -—— adj and #
abradant. : .
abranchiate (z00/) ady without gills.

abrasion » a wearing away; a worn-down or
grazed place. - - adj abrasive tending Lo abrade;
harsh; (of a person) tending to irritate or annoy.
- - n a substance used to clean, smooth, ctc. by
scratching and grinding. ’
abreaction (psychol) n the resolution of a neurosis
by reviving forgotten or repressed ideas of the
event first causing it. - vj abreact.

abreast 741 with fronts in line; sidc by side ; (with
af) keeping pace with. :
abridge v to shorten ; to cpitomise ; to curtail. -
n abridger. — »n abridgmemt (or somctimes
abridgement) contraction; shortening ; an epit-
OMC OF SYROPSIS.

abroad adv in or to another country ; over a wide
area; at large; out of doers; current.

abrogate 1/ to annul, rescnd. — n sbrogation.
--- ad abrogative. —- n abrogator.

abrupt adj broken off or as if broken off; sudden,
unexpected ; precipitous, steep; (of manners)
“short, rude. - adv abruptly. — » abrupiness.
ABS abbrer for anti-lock braking system.

abs. abbrev for: absence; sbsent; shsolute; ab-
solutely ; absorbent ; abstract.

abscess (med) » a colection of pus in 2 cavity,
usu. causing an inflamed swelling.

gbscind vt to cut off. — x abscissa (math) the
intercept between a fixed point and the foot of an
ordinate; the s~co-ordinate in analytical geom-
etry: -—- p/ sbecissae. — » abscission an act
of cutting off, or state of being cut off; organised
shedding of a part (c.g. aleaf or fruit) (bor).
abscise (bor) vi to fall off by abscission. —~ vf to
cause to separate by abscission. — 1 abscisin any

« of 2 number of plant hormones which promote
abscission.

abscissa, abscissae, abscission. See under
abscind. ; ‘

abscond vi to hide, or get cut of the way, esp. to
escape a legal process. — n abscondence. — »
absconder.

absell 17 to let oneself down a rock face using a
double rope. — n abeseling.

absent ad; not present ; inattentive, dreamy. — vt
usu reflexive) to kecp away, — n abeence the
state of bemg not present; want, lack; non-
existence; inattention. — n abeentes s person
who is absent; a person who makes a habit of
living away from his or her estate or office. — n
sbeentesism the practice of absenting oncself
from duty. — adv absently. — odj absents
minded inattentive to surroundings; preoccu-



absinth
pied. @i absent-mindedly. n absenis
mindedness.

absinth or absinthe n a bitter, green anisced-
flavousred liqueur containing (ong. ar all cvenes)
extract of wormwood, the wormw ood plant.
absolute «4) frce from limits, or conditions
certain, positive ; complete ; unhmited; free from
mixture, pure; independent of relation o other
things; peremptory, decistve; unrestricied by
constitutional checks; out of vrdinary synractic
relation, as the Lann gblutive absofute (gram)
n (with the ; oficn with cap) that which is absolute,
self-exisient, uncaused. - - adv absolutely scp-
arately, by fiself; unconditionally; pusiavely ;
completely -- an emphatic afbrmanve. - 4
bsolut - n absolution ruicase from

punishment or guilt; remission of sins, declared-

afficially by a priest. —--n absolutism government
by a rules with unrestricted power ; adherence to
the doctrine of the Absolute. - » absolutist. - -
Also ady. — ad) absolutory. - - absolute alcohol
water-free alcohol; absoclute magnitude the
wagmitude that a siar would have at a standasd
distance of 1) parsecs, absolute majority 4
majonty, in an ¢lecnon, ete, which i greatey
than the total number of votes for all other
candidates; absolute pitch pertect pitch; ab-
solute temperature temperature measured un
the Kelvin scale or Rankine scale | absolute zero
the zro of the absolute scale ot temperature
(approx. - 273°C) i

absolve 7 to louse or set frec from guile; 1o
pardon; o give absolution 1o or fur; to acquit
without blame¢. - n absaclver.

absorb 1/ 1o suck in or swallow up; w ke in,
incorporate ; to ake up and transform (energy)
instead of wransmitting or reflecring (phys); to
engage wholly, engross. -~ n absorbabiiity.
ad; aheorbable. — ud; absorbed swallowed,
soaked up; entirely occupied, engrossed. — adv
absorbedly. — n absorbency. -— 4d; absorbent

able o absorb. - - u something that absorbs. — »
absorber. «d) absorbing cngrossing the
attention. - - adv absorbingly. - - 1 absorplion

the act of absorbing ; entire occupation of mind
— udy absorptive having pewer to absurb. —- »
absorpliveness. —- 1 absorptivity. - absorp-
tion bands or Nnes dark bands or flines in-
LCIrupting a spectrum.

abstain 1 o hold or refrain (from; specif from
voting or from drinking alcchol). ~ n ab-
stainer. —- » abstention.

abstemlous a4y restrained in relation w foud,
drink, or other pleasures. -- adv abstemiously.
~- n abslemiousnese.

abstention. Scc abstain.

abstergent (mcd) ads cleansing, purging. -- n a
cleansing agent. -—— » abstersion a cleansing or
purging process. —- ady abstersive havine the
quality of cleansing ; purgative. - Also .

abstinent +J; absuining, temperate, self-
restrained in one’s appetites. ~- n abstinence
an abswaining or refraining, especially from some
indulgence (with from). —— adv sbstinently.

absetract o1 o form a general concept from
consideration of particular instances; to separate
Or remove . (o summarise. — n a sumnuary or
abridgment ; that part or thing which represents
the essence ; an abstraction, an abstrace painting
or sculpture. - adj abstracted ; existing only as a

academe

mental concept (opp. wcun retey; theoretical ; (of
terms) denoting a quality of a thing apart from
the thing, ¢ ¢ ‘redness’; representing ideas in
geomcetric and other designs (cnuaf arts); using
words prinurihy for their suditory and rhythmic
qualitics (paetry) -~ ady abstracted drawn off
(with fromy, rennned ) absent-minded. - adv
absiractediy. 1 abstractedness. — n abs-
tracter or abstractor. - » abstraction the act of
abstraiting; the state of heing abstracted - ab-
stract qualfity or character | absent-mindedness, a
thing cxisting only in idea, 4 theory; a term or
compesition that s abstract Wilj abstrac-
vonal. - » abstractionist 1 person dealing in
abstractions or unrealities ady and n ab-
siractive. - «dv abstraclly. — n absiractness.

abstraci expressionism » development in art
that began in America m the 19405 in which the
expression of the artist’s [velings informs his or
her abstrac representations.

abstruse «/; difficult 1o understand. - adv
abstrusely, n abstruseness.

absurd « /) scnseless, meaningless ; ridiculous. -
n absurdity or absurdness.  «dv absurdly.

ABTA wbbrov tor Assuciation of Brinsh ‘Travel
Agents

abulia. 5S¢ aboulia.

abundance n ample suthaiency ; great plenty; a
aall of miae tricks (sofe whesty; (or abundance
ratio) the proportion of vne 1sotope to the total
{tor a speuified clement) (phys). - abundancy.

- ady abundant. - ud: abundantly.

abuse 17 s make a bad use of; to ke undue
advantage of, 1o betray (e.g. a confidence); to
revile, or swedr at; to malireae; o violate, — n
abusage wrong use, esp. of words or grammar

—~ n abuse wrong usc, an evil or corrupt
practce;, hurt or maltreatinent; betrayal (of
confidence); bad usage. —-- n abuser. —- adj
abusive containing, gihing, or in the nature of,
abusc; (of specch) coarse, rude, insulting. —- adv
abusively. -- n abusiveness.

abut 17 i «nd or lean (on, upon or against). — v/
toborder -- pr p abutting ; p« t and pu p abutted.
-— n abutment an cndwise meeting or junction ;
that part on which a limb of an arch ends or rests
(arcait); o place of abutung. -—— n abuliet an
abutiment; (in pf) boundarics. -~ n abutier (fuw)
a person whose property abuts. - - wdy abutting.

abuzz «dt and udy in a4 state of animated ex-
citement ; in 4 buzz.

abvolt » 11 * volrs,

abysmal .4y very bad (coling); very deep, bot-
tomless, unfathomable. - - wdv abysmally,

abyss n a bottumless gult, hell; anything very
decp. such as the depths of the sea - ad)
abyssal.

AC ubbrev for: air-condinoncd, air-conditioning
anrcratt{s)man; alternauing carrent {electr); ante
Christum (L), before  Chyist,  appellation
{d'origine) contrélée; Companion of {the Order
ot) Australia.

AC ichem) symbol for actimum

&/ abbrev tor: account; account current.

acacia n a wattle, anv plant of the genus Acacia
the false acacta or robinia

academe (furmal or hicrary) n the world of
'sahulars ;academic life. - n academia academic
ite ’



academy

academy n a highcr or speciahsed school, or a

university |4 socery for the promotion of scicnee
or art, a nding-school. - - ad; academic of an
academy or university ; scholarly ; formal ; theo-
rencal only, of no practical importance or con-
sequence. 2 2 person studving or teeching ai
a universiny, osp, one who has narrow scholarly
tastes (sometimes derog). - ady academical.
n (in pi) university garb. -- udv academically.
-~ n academician 2 membcer of an academy, esp.
of the French Academy or the Royal Academy of
Arts (London) or the Royal Scottish Academy
{(F.dinburgliy - 2 scademicism. — n academ-
ist an academic; an academician.

Acadian ad; and # Nova Scotian.

acsjou » the cashew tree or its froi or gun , a kind
ot mahogany.

acanthus » any plant of the prickly-teaved genus
Acanthus ; 4 conventionalised representation of
an acanthus leal, i classical decorative arts, esp
on Corinthian capitals. - ad) acanthine ot like,
or ornamented with, acanihus. — udj acanthoid
like acanthus. - ad; acanthous spiny.

n cappella ud) und adv (of choral music) un-
accompaniced.

acarus n a mitc: - p/ acari. —- aidj acarian. — u
acarlasis discasc due to or infestation by mites.

n acaricide a mite killer -— n acarid one of
the Acarida, the order of Arachnida to which
rites and ticks belong. -~ adjand n acaridan. —
ad) acarine. ad) acarold mite-hke. — »
acarologist. -« acarology.

ACAS ubbrev for Advisory, Conciliation and
Arbitration Service.
acatalectic (prosndy) udy having the full number
of syllables. -~ » an acatalectic verse or hne,
8¢C. ubbrer for: accurding ; account (also acet or
a/c); accusative (also accus.).
accade 11 to come to oftice or dignity ; to join up,
become a party, hence agree or assent (with o).

— n accedence. -- n acceder.
accelerando (mus) adj and adr with increasing
speed.

accelerate 11 to increase the speed of ; 1o hasten
the progress or occurrence of. — 14 to become
taster. - n acceleration increase of speed; rate
of change of velacity ; a cumulative advance ahead
of the normal or theoretical; the power or means
of accelerating. - - adj accelerative quickening
n accelerstor any person or thing that
accelerates, ¢sp. a substance that accelerares
chemical action, a nerve or muscle that increases
rate of action, an apparaws for changing the
speed of a machine, or one for impariing high
encrgies 1o atomic particles. -— adj acceleratory.
accent r stress on a syllable, word or note; a mark
uscd 1o direct this stress; a mark over a letter to
wdicate differences of stress, pitch, length, etc ;
any way of pronouncing speech characteristic of
aregion, @ class, or an individual ; a distinguishing
mark; a significant word, or words generally
{pocric); a touch bringing out some particular
cflect (pusnting); (in pi) speech, language. — vt to
express or mark the accent of; o utter; to
accenmtuate. — ady accentual. — adv accent-

ually -- w1 accentuate to mark, play, or
preticunce with accent; 0 emphastse -~
acceniuation.

acospt 17 to take (something offered); to receive
to reply 10 in the affirmative, say yes t0; to view

=1

acclimatise

tavourably, tolcrate; 10 understand. - - ad; ec-
ceptable worth accepting, welcome, pleasing ;
capable of being accepted, tolerable ; satisfactory,
adequate. -- » accepisbleness. -- adv accep-
tably. n acceptability. — n acceptance
accepting ; favourable reception ; acceptableness ;
an agreeing to terms; an accepted bill; aceep-
tation. -— n accepiancy. - 11 acceptant a person
who accepts. - adj ready to reccive. - n
acceptation sense in which a word, etc., is
understood. - n accepter.  n acceptor some-
onc who accepis something, esp. a bill of, ex-
change ; an impurity in semiconductor material
which increases the conductivity of the material.
- accepting house a financial institution, such
as a4 merchant bank, which accepts bills of
exchangce

access « approach; admittance; a way of op-
poriunity, approach or entrance; addition or
accession; unset or attack of dlness; a fir (of
liness or passion). ~ ot (comput) to logate or
retricve information; to retrieve information
from (a computer), or from a computer in (a
particular location) ; 1o gain access to, succeed in
reaching. - n and udj accessary accessory (esp.
in legal scnses). - a accessibility. -~ adf
accessible within reach; approachable; casily
cemprehensiblc. - sdv accessibly. — n ac-
cesslon the act or event of acceding ; a coming,
esp. 1o ofhce or dignity, or as an addition; that
which is idded ; assenc. — 17 to enter ina-book 24
an accession o a library. - - 1 accessorise or
-z8 10 add accessories 10. — odj sccessory
additional; subsidiary; aiding; or perricipating
in, a crime (law) or misdeed, butnat as principal.
-~ n anything that is sccondary, additiensl, or
non-cssential ; someone who helps-others commit
a crime or allows them 10 do s0. — adj mc-
cessorial. —- adv accessorily. — accemary
belore {or after) the tact someonc who helps a
criminal beforc (or after) the committing of a
crime; access broadcasting and sccess isle-
vislon radio and iclevision programmes put-out
independently by groups of people who want o
bring their points of view ro public netice;
Access® card a credit card issued by @ group of
banks; access romd a minor road built 10 give
access w0 a housc, locality, motorway, etc.;
access iolovision scc access ;
accass lime the time necded for information
stored 1n a computer to be retrieved.

acciaccatura (mus) » a short appoggiatura.

accldence » the part of grammar that deals wich
inflexions of words.

accident an unforesecn or unexpected event; a
chance; a mishap. — adj accidendel happening
by chance; not essential. — n a sharp; flat, or
natural not in the key-signature (musy — n
accidentalism the state or quality of being
accidental. —- o accidentaiity, — sdv scciden-
tally. — udj accident-prone more than normally
liable 10 have accidents. — a chapler of acci-
dents 1 series of accidents.

acciamation n a shout of applause or assent;
enthusiastic approval or welcome. — v acciaim
to hail or declare by acclamation; 1o welcome
with enthusiasm. ~— adj acclamatory.

acclimatise or -ize (also in U.S. scclimate 7 1o
accustom (2 person, animal or plant etc.) to anew



acclivity

climate or environmem
or =g~

acclivity » an upward slope. -+ ady accHvitous.

accolade n the action used in conferring knight-
hood, formerly an cmbrace, a kiss, sow a tap on
cach shoulder with the tlat of a sword; high
award, or praisc publicly given

accammeodate 7 to adapt; to adjust; to har-
momse; (9 provide or supply (with); o find or
provide room, cte.. for, to oblige. ad) acc-

dabie. ady accommodating rcady o

make adjustiment; obliging n accommod-
ation adaptation ; adjustment, csp. of the eyc to
change of distance; settlement or compromise; a
convenience ; lodgings, living quarters; space for
what is required; a Joan of moncy ady
sccommodstive. - n accommodator. - ac-
commodation address an address to which mail
may be sent but which is ot that of the
addressee’s home or officc; sccommodation
ladder a stairway outside of a ship allowing
access to and from small boats, ete., alongside;
accommodation road a road giving access to
buildings, etc., off the public road.
accompany tf to go or be in company with; to
attend; 10 go along with; to perform an ac-
companiment to or for (mus); to associate, join, or
couple. —naccompanier. - - n accompaniment
that which accompanies; a subsidiary part or
parts supporting a solo (mus). --n acoompanist
a player of accompaniments.

accomplice n a pcrson who helps another or
others to commit a crime.

accomplish v to complete ; to fulfil; to achieve
-~ adj accomplishable. - ud; accomplished
complete, finished; highly skilled, expert. — n
accomplisher. — n accomplishment comple-
tion; an achicvement; an acquired skill, csp. in
matters of culture or social behaviour.

accord vr to agree; to correspond (with). — f to
give or grant (1o a person). — n agreement;
harmony. — n accordance agreement; con-
formity; a granting. — ady accordent. — adv
accordantly. --- n accorder. — adj according in
accordance. — adv accordingly suitably; in
agreement (with what precedes); therefore, —-
according as in proportion as; depending on
whether; acoording to in accordance with, or
agreeably to; as asserted by ; of one's own eccord
spontancously, voluntarily; with one accord
with spontaneous unanimity.

accordion » a portable musical instrument con-
sisting of folding bellows, keyboard, and metal
reeds. — n accordlionist,

accost 1/ to approach and speak (often threaten-
ingly) to; to speak first to; to solicit as a prostitute.
—— adf sccoetable.

accouchement » giving birth to a child.

account o to reckon; to judge, value. — 1
to reckon; to keep accounis; to give a resson
or explanation; to give a statcment of money
dealings; to answer as one responsible, -
reckoning; a reckoning of money or other
responsibilities; a statement of money owing ;
moncy deposited in a bank or building society
etc. ; a credit agrecment between a customer and
a supplier (e.g. a retail store or a financial
institution) that involves the provision of goods
of services in return for payment on agreed
terms; the period of time (usu. a fortnight)

n acclimatisation

accuse

allowed before accounts are settled (stock ex-
change); a business relationship, or a specific part
of a company assigned 10 handle such; value;
estimation; consideration; sake; a deseripuve
repart; a performance. - n accountability.
ady accountable rcsponsible; cxplicable. -
accountableness. adv accountably. -
accountancy the office, work or profession of an
accountant, - -z accountant a person who keeps,
or is skilled in, accounts. - - n sccountantship.
n and ad; accounting. account-book a

baok tor keeping accounts in. - bring or call to
account to demand of someone an explanation
or justification of what they have done; to
reprimand ; by alf accounts according to gencral
opiniun ; give a good account of onesell to give
a good performance ; to do well; hold to sccount
to hold responsible; on or to account as an
instalment or intcrim payment ; on account of
because of ; on no account not for any reason ; on
one’s own account on onc’s own responsibility
take into sccoumt tu take into consideration
take no account of to overlook or fail to take into
consideration; turn to good account (o furn o
advantage.

accoutre ¢ to dress or equip (esp. a warrior), -
n sccoutrement cquipping; (usu. in p) dress;
military equipments.

accredit 11 to show to be true or correct ; to accept
astrue; to provide with or send with credentials;
to certify ; to attribute (to); to ascribe to (with the
thing attributed); to accept (a student) for uni-
versity entrance: on the basis of work done in
school as opposed 10 an examination (N2). — n
sccreditation. --- adj accredited provided with
credentials; certified officially; (of livestock)
certified free from a particular diseasc, eg.
brucellosis.

accrete 11 to grow together; to become attached.
— v to unite; to form or gather round itself. -—
n accretion continued growth; the growing
together of parts that arc usually separate; an
extraneous addition. — udf accretive.

8CCrue v1 to come as an accession, increment or
product; to fall (to one) by way of advantag' * to
fall due. — n accrual.

acct abbrev for account.

acculturation n the process or result of assimi-
lating the features of another culture. — adj
accultural. - - v¢ and vf acculturate.

accumulate 1/ to heap or pilc up. — vito increase
greatly ; to go on increasing. — ad; heaped up. —
n accumulation heaping up; a heap or mass.
~- adj sccumulstive growing by progressive
addition; cumulative. — » accumulator a thing

~or person that accumulates ; 2 means of storing
energy, esp. an clectric battery that can be
recharged; in a computer, etc., a device that
performs arithmetical opey  1ons and stores the
results, — accumulstor or accumuistor bet a
bet on four or more races, original stake and
winnings from cach race heing laid on the next
race

accurate «d; exact. — n accuracy correctness;
exactness. — adv accuretely. - n mccurate-
ness.

accursed ads cursed, doomed ; worthy of a curse.

accus. agbbrev for accusative.

accuse uf to bring a charge against (with of),
adj accusable. — n accuss! accusation, — 1



accustom

accusation the act of accusing ;a charge brought.
uil; accusative accusing; in or belonging 1o 2
gramnuatical case which expresses the direct
obyeet of transitive verbs # & word in the
ACLUSTING a5 arly accusatival. ady
accusatorial of un accuser; {of a trial) in which
the Judge is not the sanie person as the proseeutor.
ady accusatory comtaining accusation.  ad)
accused. n (stng or pl) the person or persons
accused 1 accuser,
accustom i 1o make famibar by custom (with
to}, to habitate. ad) accustomary. - ad)
accustomed usua!; frequent; habituated ; in the
habil u accustomedness.
AC/OC abbrev tor aliernating current/direct cur-
remt. o ady hisexual (slang).
ACE abbrer tor: Advisory Centre tor Lducation
Association for the Conservation of Fnergy
ace u a unit; the one in dice, cards, dominocs,
et asingle point; a hole i one (see under hole ;
golf) a winning serve (fennisy; a jot; a person of
distinguished achicvement, an expert (eoflog)
ady of highest guality ; outstanding. ‘an ace up
one’s sleeve a dedisive but hidden advantage;
play one’s ace 1o use one’s best weapon, re-
suuree, cte; within ad ace of within a hair'’s-
breadih ol
acedia » hisilossncss, torpor, sloth
acephalous ..y headless
ACER uhbrer for Australian Counal for Fdy-
cational Rescarch
acerbic ./ bitter and sour. 1 acerbate 1
cmbitter, ) rntate u acerbity.
acel- or aceto- ombimng form denoting vinegar
n acetal a hquid formed by oxidation ot
alcohnl, cre. n acetate . salt of acetic acul,
short for acetate rayon, an anificial fibre made
trom cellulose acerane ady acetic of, of the
nature of or producmy, vinegar (acetic acid), the:
sour principle in vinegar.  n acetiticalion.
vr and 1 acelify (o turn into vinegar. "
acelone a kcione - ud) acetose scctous.  ud)
gcelous Likc, or producing, vinegar; sour. - #
acetyl the radical of acetic acid (acetyl-salicylic
acid aspirin) n acetylene a gas used in
wekding, synthesimmg acctic acid, dlumination,
CrC.
acetabulum (:v0/) 1 the hollow thar receives the
head of the thigh-bonc ; the cavity that reccives a
leg in the bady of insects; in various amimals, a
sucher:  pl acetabula. - «dj acetabular.
acetale, acetic vic, acetone, acetyl, acetylene.
Sce under acet- . ‘
ACGB abbrer for Arts Council of Great Britain
achatina » a giont African snail.
ache na continued pain. - 17110 be in or be the
site of continued pan; to long {tor). - aching.
adyj achy.
achene (5u:) n a dry, anc-seeded fruit, formed of
one carpel, as in the bottcrcup. - ady echental.
Acheron (Gr my1hal) none of the rivers of Hades,
- iy Acherontic.
achleve v/ 1o perform - 1o sccamplish ; to win.
udy achlevable. u achlevement achicving;
something achicved: an explott; an edcurchenn
or armortal shicld granted in memory of some
achievement  (heraldry); escutcheon, armour,
etc., hung over a tomb.
Achililean ad; like Acmlles, the great Greck hero
in the Trojan war, invulnerable except in the

acknowledge

heel, by which he mothior held him when she
thpped iy in the Sty Achilles’ heel .
person’s most vulnerable point ; Achilies’ tendon
the attachment of the muscles of the calf of the
leg to the heel-bone {physied).

achondroplasia » dwarfism characierised by
shortness of the arms and legs. - udy achondro-
plastic

achromatic .J; transmitting tight without much
chromatic aberration; without colour. - »
achromat an achromanc lens. - wdv achroma-

Heally. 1/ achromatise or -ize 10 render
achromatic.  » achromatism the state of being
achromati n achromatopsia 101al colour
blindness.

acicular ../; ncedic-shaped ; slender and sharp-
pointed. ady aciculate marked as if with
ncedle-scratches.

acid adj sharp; sour; (of soil) having an acid
reaction; biting, keen (fig); ill-natured, moruse
(#); pernaining 10, of the nature of or having the
propertics of, an acid (chem); relating to acid
house . ) n a substance with a sour taste;
any of & class of substances which turn vegetable
blues (c.g litmus) red, and combine with bases,
certain metals, ac., to form salts (chem), any of 4
class of substances rhat dissolve in water with the
formanon of hydrogen ions (chem); any of a class
of substances that caniransfer a proton to another
substance, ctc. (chem); something harsh, biting
or sarcastic (fg); 18D or other hallucinogenic
drug (slang).  adj mcidic.  ad; acidifisble.
n acidification. vt ackdily te make acid: 10
convert into an acid. -- 11 1o become acid: -
pr p aclkditying; pus and pap ackiifled. - 4
acldity the quality of bting acid or sour. - 4
acidosis (m.f) the presence of acids in the hlowd
beyond normal fimits. --- 11 acidulste to ‘make
slightly acid. ady acidulous slightly sour;
caustic, sharp (fig). - scid drop a $weet fla-
voured with tartaric acid; Acld House or' acid
house a fashionablc.craze first appatent’in the
late 1980s involving large crowds of young people
mecting in otherwise cmpty buildings (c.g. a
warchause) to hold Acld House parties, gather-
ings heid an a hypnotic atmosphere produced
by bright flashing lggﬁrs and Acld House music,
extremely loud repetitive music produced origin-
ally by sampling existing songs and always
featuring strong complex percussion patterns,
such gatherings often associated with the acti-
vities of drug-pushers; seld esin rain’ hail or
snow ctc. comtnning sulphus and nitrtigen coni-
pounds and other poflutants ; acld test a st for
gold by acid; a searching test (fig) - put'the
acld on (colloy, Auwstr and N Z) to apply préssure
(on 3 person)

aclerate 1; 1o (urn into stecl n acierage the
covering of 4 meta! plate with a film of iron,

acinus 7 one of the small fruits that make vp an
aggregate fruit like the raspberry; an aggregate
fruit;a pip:  pfscimi. - 24j acinsceous. -
udy aciniform.

ack-ack adj anti-aircraft. :

acknowledge 1/ to admit to be or recognise as
true, or genuine, or valid or one’s own; o
confess; to admit awareness of; 1o express grati-
tude for or thanks to; 1o intimate receipt of.
ady acknowledgeable. - 1 acknowledgment
(somctimes acknowledgement) recognition s ad-




