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COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH COMPOSITION

Revised Edition

= CHAPTER 1. NOUNS.

i o Number.‘

- Rule I, A material or an abstract noun has no
. plural number. 2 :
i (1) Erroneous: We go #o school to acquire some kntowledges.
Corrected: We go to school to acquire some knowledge.
(2) Erroneous: After our school works are done, we oftén
play temnis in the playground.
Corrected: After our school wnrk is done, we often play
tennis in the playgionnd.
(3) Erroneous: A great deal of golds are found in this place
Corrested: A great deal of 20ld is found in this place.
= / Note I. When a material or an abstract noun is put into the
plural number, it is said to be used as a common noun.
(1) Material noun: Wood is a kind ef fuel.
Common noun: They rambled a long time in the woods.
(2) Abstract noun: Justice is a noble quality.
X Common noun: There are four justices present.
Ruie II. The plural of letters, figures, words re-
garded as objects, and other signs is formed by addimg’s
1o the singular.
(¥) You make your #'s and your 4's too much ahke.
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2 COMMON EERORS IN ENGLISH COMPOSITION

(2) Mind your p’s and ¢’s. -

(3) Cross out all 3's and #'s.

(4) Be careful about your +'s.and X ’s.

(5) You have omitted all the and’s. N

(6) You write all your, jofm's with small j's, .

Rule [I[.  As to the plural of proper names with the
titles **Mr."’, “Mx\; ' +Miss’’ and “tMaster’’, usage is as
follows : : : , 5

1. The plural of “‘Mr,”” is ‘*Messrs.”” With this title the
pame itself remains in the singular. Thus, slngulat Mr. Swmith
plural Messrs. Smith or lhe Messvs. Smith. :

2. The title *“Mrs.”” cannot be put into the plural. Hence the
name ltsélt receives the plural form. Thus, smgula: Mys. Smith;
plura.l the Mpys. Smiths.

3. In the case of ‘“Miss’’, sometimes the txue is put in the
plural, sometimes the name. Thus, singular Miss Smith; plural
the Misses Smith. or the Miss Smiths.

4. The plural of “Master” is ‘‘Masters.”” The name remains
in the singular.” Thus, singular Master Swmith; plural the -Masters
Snith,

(1) Erroneous:’ The Mr. Chaos were very fine young men,

Corrected: The Messys. (or Messrs ) Chao were very

fine young men.
(2) Eri0neous: Tho Mzsses Changs are sincere admirers of

Mrs. Wang.
*Corrected: The Misses Chang (or the Miss Chang‘) are

sincere admirers of Mrs. Wang.
(3) Eironeous: The. Master Blacksons continued 10 exercise
their memories.’ ;
Corrected: = The Masters I'lacksox continued to exercise
their memories.
Rule [V, Some nouns have the same form in both
numbers; as deer, sheep, score, Chinese, Japanese, elC.
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(1) Erroneous: Th'e sheeps were brawsing quietly on the low
hills.
Corrected: The sheep were browsing quietly on the low
hills.
(2) Erroneous: There are manydruves of deers.
Corrected: There are many droves of aeer.

Rule V. Some nouns are plural in form, but
singular in sense; as, measles, ethics, mathematics,

.

physics, etc,
(1) Erroneous: The meastes are a disease of children,
Corrected: The measles.is a disease of children.
(2) Erroneous: Mathematics give me much trouble,
Corrected: Mathematics gives me much trouble,
Rule VI. Some nouns are .singular in form, but
plural in sense ; as, people, cattle, vermin, swine, etc.

(1) Erroneous: A large number of peaples. are complaining of
the new tax.
Corrected: A large number of peopieare complaining of
the new tax.
(2z) Erroneous: Thesa cattles are mine.
Corrected: These caltle are mine,
Note 1. When “‘people’’ is used ‘v the sense of “‘nation’ the
plural is ““peoples”. ;

Rutle VII. Some nouns are used in"the plural num-
ber only ; as, spectacles, shoes, scissors, longs, compasses,
trousers, billiards, elc. :

(1) Erroneous: The tailor told me that my trouser was ready

1o be sent. : ‘
Corrected: The tailor told me that my trousers were ready

to be sent.
(2) Erroneous: Takc the fomg and put it npear the coak
bucket, :
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Corrected: Take the lougs and put them near the coa!'
bucket. 3
Rule VII[. A noun used as an adjcctive is always in
the singular form, éven if it is preceded by a numeral
. adjective ; as, a five-doliar note, a _thyee-foot rule, an
eighi-day clock, a six-year-old horse, etc.
-~ (1) -Erroncous: He gave me a five-doliars note,
Corrected : He gave me a five-dolldr note,

~ (2) Erroneous: 1Ibringa three;faet rule.
Corrected : 1 bring a thvee-foot zule.

Rule IX. A Chinese word used in a plural sense
should retain the singular form; as, three-li, sixteen
lz’aﬁg, etc.

« (r) Erroncous: I ean walk three Iis.
Corrected : 1 can walk three /i,

(2) Erroneous: In China sinteen /dangs make one chin.
Corrected : In China sixteen liasng make one chin,

§ 2. The Possessive Case.

Rule I. When two possessives are in apposition
. with each other, the’s is added to thg last noun.
(1) Esroreous: 1met tte Principal’s Mr. Wang son in the

street, . \ S
Corrected: [ met the Prin_cipal Mr. Wang's son in the

street. :
(2) Erroneous: Ireceived my ‘eacher’s Mr. Chang’s letter,

Corrected : I received my teacher Mr. Chang's letter.
Rule II. When two or more names joined by
*¢and’’ nre in the possessive case, jghe’s added to each
shows separate possession, and the’s added to the last only
- shows joint possession.
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(1) Erroneous: You can find almost every thing in Messrs.
Smith’s and Jone's grocery store.
Corrected: You can find ‘almost everything in Messrs,
Smith and Jone's grocery store,”
(2) Erroneous: Both my uncle and my brother's borses are
sold in the market.
Corrected : Both my wncle's and my brother's horses ate
sold in the market.

Reule III. The possessive case is properly used only
with names of living beings. With names of things with-
out life the preposition ‘‘ot’’ must be used. But the pos-
sessive may be used with the following kinds of nouns.

(A) ,Nouns denoting time: a moment’s pavse, a day’s journey,
a week’s holiday, a month’s leave, etc.

(B) Nouns denoting distance: a boat's length, a sione’s throw,
efc.

(C) Nouns denoting value: ten cents’ worth, one dollar's
worth, etc. :

(D) Nouns deroting weight: a feather's weight, a pound’s
weight, two tons’ weight, etc. :

(E) Nouns denoting certain diguified objects: the couri’s

- degree, the sum’s rays, the moon’s reflection, Nature's

work, Heaven’s will, etc,
The possessive is also used in 4 few familiar phrases, in which
“it has been retained for the sake of shortness; as, at his wi!'s end, for
wercy’s sake, to his heart’s centent, etc,

L

{1) Erroneous: Tle trip of a dcy makes me tired.
Corrected : A day’s trip makes me tired.

(2) Erroneous: Iook at this letter’s signature,
Corrected: Look at the signature of this lelier.

(3) Erroneous: Let us pick up the garden’s fruit.
Corrected: ~Let us pick np the fruit of the garden.
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§ 3. Gender.

Inanimate objects or qualities are often cpoken of as if they
were living beings of the male or { emale sex.

Things remarkable for strength, greatness, superierity, <tc. are
regarded as males; as the Sun, Thunder, Wind, Ocean, Death, War,
etc. are regarded as males; and things suppnseﬁ to possess bea.uty.‘
grace, inferiority, etc. are regarded as females; as the Moon, the
Earth, Peace, Virtue, Mercy, etc. {

(1) Erroneous: Winter comes with all ke imposing tr ain.

Corrected: Winter comes with all s fmposing train.

(2) Erroneous: Hope smiled and waved his golden hair,

Corrected: Hope smiled and waved her golden hair.
(3) Erroneous: The moon looked in as if pissed by.
Corrected: The moon looked in as shs passed by.

EXERCISE I

I. Correct the following sentences : —
11l news run apace.’ ¢

Many golds were dug out from the mine.
The book’s cover is vellow in color.

1 like a six-years-old horse.

The deers’ horns are long and branched,

R o=

oY oW

This house is built of woods and bricks.
7. The room'’s door has been newly opened.
8. A number of young peoples were in the sitting room,
9. Carefully cancel all the 38 and 5s.
- yo, 'The scissor is 52 dull that I cannot use it.
£1. My brother walked fifty hislast Saturday.
12, Mathematic is an jmportant science .
13. There are too many ands anl buts in your compaosition.
14, Isaw three sheeps feeding in the pasture.
15. The vermiuns afe a constant annoyance to the farmer,



16,

A7,
18,
19,
20,
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T want a copy of Reed’s and Kellogg’s ‘'Higher Lessons in
English,”

‘Cows are fond of grasses as men of miilks.

We learnt many news from hi:{x.
I bave got much knowledges since I came to school.
The sfreettis crowded with many peoples,




1 CHAPTER II. PRONOUNS.

§ 'I. General Rules.

Rule . When nouns or pronouns in different per-
sons are connected by ““and’’, politeness requires that the
second person should be mentioned first ; the third, next :
and the first person, last.

(1) Erroneous: I, Henry and vou have been chosen.
.Corrected : You, Henry and 1 have, been chosen.

(2) Erroneous: The candy is for him and you.
Corrected: Tkte candy is for You and him.

Rule II. A pronoun used as the subject of a verb is
in the nominative case. i
(1) FErroneous: John and me may go out.
Corrected: John and f may go out.
{2) Erroneous: Hc is the man whom I think wrote the leiter,
" - Corrected: - He is the man who I think wrote the letter, _
{3} .{Erroneous: He knows better how to write a letter than
» her, fe
Corrected : He knows better how to write a letter than
L. e she. ) ;
Rule {I[. A pronoun used as the subjective comple-
iment is in the nominative.case.
{1) FErroneous: It was him who killed the merchant, -
Corrected: It was k¢ who killed the merchant, \
- {(2) FErroreous: I[1 were him. Ishould try to co better,
Corrected: If I were he, I should try to do better.

&2 -
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PRONOUNS 9

Rule IV. A pronoun in the absolute construction is
‘in the nominative case.
(1) Erroneous: Off we started, ki remaining behind.
Corrected : Off we started, ke remaining behind. E
{2) Erroncous: Her being absent, nothing could be done,
Corrected : She being absent, nothing could be done.

Rule V. A pronoun used as the object of a transi-
tive verb is in the objective case.
{r) FErroneous: My father took John and I to the theater,
Corrected: My father took John and #c to the theater,
{2) Errcieous: We met Mr, Wilson, who we thought to be 2
very delightful gentleman,
Corrected: We met Mr, Wilson, whom we thought to be
a very delightful gentleman.
Rule VI. A pronoun used as the object of a preposi-
tion is in the objective case.

(1) Erroneous: Between you and I, I don’t believe a word

of it,
Corrected: Between you and me, I don’t believe a werd
of it. . : '
(2) Erroneous: To whosoever much is given, much is re.
quired,

Corrected: To whomscever much is given, much is re-

quired. :
Rule VII[, The verb *‘to be” takes the same case of
' the pronoun after it as before it.
(1) Erroneous: Do you suppose that I am him ?
Corrected: Do you suppose that I am Ze ?
(z) Erroneous: Do you suppese me to be ke ¢
Corrected: Do you suppose me to be Ain?
Rule VIII. The possessive case of a pronoun should

be used before the verbal noun.

(L anr CLIP?

o S5 Tl

<81



10 COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH COMPOSITION

(1) Erroneous: We do not expect you coming for some time
yet.
Corrected : 'We do not expect your.coming for some time
yet,
(2) Erroneous: The student’s progress will depend largely
upon him being diligent in his studies.
Corrected: The student’s progress will depend largely
upon /is being diligent in his studies
Rule IX. Never use an apostrophe with the posses-
sive pronouns, ‘‘its’’, ‘‘yours”, *‘‘theirs”’, ‘‘ours’’, and
¢‘hers’’.
(1) Erroneous: This book is your's,
Corrected: This book is yours.
(2) Erronbous: There is a slight difference between her’s and

his.
Corrected: There is a slight difference between hérs and

his.
Rulé X. A relative pronoun in the objective case is
often left out, but a relative pronoun in the nominative or
_possessive case should not be omitted.

(1) Erroneous: Look at the bird sings on the tree.
Corrected : Look at the bird waich sings on the tree,
(2) Erroneous: Thomas is the nime of the man horse has

been stolen.
Corrected: Thomas is the name of the man whose horse

has been stolen.
Rule XI. The reference of a pronoun to its antece~
dent should always be definite.
Uncertain: Tom told John that s answer was wrong,

Right: Tom said, *'John, your answer is wrong.’’
Right: Tom said, *‘John, my answer is wrong.’’
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Rule XII. A pronoun should have as its antecedent
a definitely expressed noun or pronoun that designates a
particular person, animal, or thing.

(1) - Erroreous: We accused him, but he denied it.
Corrected: We accused him of the theff, but be denied it.
(2) Erroneous: We went clam-digging but got only a peck
of them. o Y ;
Corrected: We went clam-digging but got only a peck
of :lams.

Rule XIII. Except in such impersonal expressions
as **it rains’’, ‘it is warm”’, *‘it seems,’” etc., avoid the
use of the pronoun *‘it” without a definite antecedent,

(1) Crude: In the paper i says we shall have rain to-day.
Right: .The paper says we shall have rain to-day.

Rule XIV. Pronouns should agree with their antece-

dents in person, gender, and number.
(1) Erroneous: Itis I who is to blame.
Corrected: Itis I who am to blame.
(2) Erroneous: It was you, mnot your
caught, ;
Corrected: It was yop, not:your brother, who wer
caught, :
(3) Erroneous: “The wolf seeks her pray. (Cf. § 3.)
Corrected: The wolf seeks his prey,
(4) Erroneous: Each of the pupils of Girls Normal School
brought Zis book.
Corrected: Each of the pupils of Girls Normal School
brought her book. :
(5) Erroneous: If anybody makes that statement, they are
misinformed.
Corrected: If anybody makes that statement, he is mis-

informed.

brother, who was

¥y
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12 COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH COMPOSITION

(6) Erfroreouc: Tet everybody try theii best.
Corrected: Let everybod) try ki: best,

Rule XV. Do not use the relative pronoun Wth
$ 10 refer to an entire clause or sentence. If ssswhich”’
used give it a Smgle word as an antecedent.

(1) Erroneous: Qur team lost the game, which was a great
surprise to us.
Corrected : Our team lost the game—a vesult which
was a great surprise to us. *
Botter ;. We were greatly surprised that our team lost
e gu.ﬂ‘e.

Rule XVI. Supply all pronouns that are needed.
e {1) Erroneous: 1 rang at his door; a maid openec.
. Corrected: Irtangathis door;'a maid opened 4.
(2) Erroneous: His horse is béetter than any other man in
town, 3 5
Corrected: His hosre is better than that of any other man
in town. ; ; '
(3) Ertoneous: There was a consultation between those who
favoured and opposed the project.
Corrected: Tbere was a ccnsultation between those who
f{avoured and those who opposed the project.
(4) Erroneous: At that time there were only a few peopie
* knéw how to do this, -
Coxrected At that time there were only a few people
whe kpew kow to do this.
Rule XVII. Do not use a pronoun which is un-
necessary.
(1) Eronecus: A man who is diligent a1 d not afraid of hard
‘ work ke will certainly succeed,

Corrected: A man who is diligent and not afraid of hard
work will certainly succeed.
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(2) FErronecus: 1If any body who disobeys this rule e will be
punished,
Corrected: If anybody discbeys this rule he will be
punished.
(3) Erroneous: The leaves which have fallen on the ground
; they will be swept away by the servant,
Corrected: - The leaves which have fallen on the" ground
will be swept away by the servant.

§ 2. Remarks on

The Use of Certain Pronouns,

Rule I. Each, one, either, neither.—These are
singular pronouns, and therefore any pronoun which
refers to any one of them must also be in the singular
number. e

(1) Erroneous: Xach of the men came forward in tkeiy turn,
Corrected :  Hach of the men came forward in his turn.

(2) FErroneous : I think one ought to help their friends,
Corrected : T think one ought to help "mé's friends.

(3) Erroneous: If either of these boys wins a prize they will

" be fortunate,
Corrected : If either of these boys wins a prize /e will be

fortunate.
(4) Erroneous: Neither ¢f the men gets the post tiey wanted.
Corrected : Neither of the men gets the pest % wanted,

Rule II. Either, Nefther.,—These are properly used
to refer to one of two persons or things, and must’ not
be used with reference to one of more than two.

(1) Erroncous: Fither of those /liree men would fill the post

well.
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Corrected: Any one of those threz.men would fill the post

well,
(2) Erroneous 3 Neither of these five students answered mY

question.
Corrected: Nome of these five students answered my

question.
~ Rule IIL One.—This pronoun 18 often used in the
sense of any person Of every person. Whenever “one’’
is usedvas the subject to a verb it must be followed by

.

vione’s’’ and not by whis”.
(1) Erroneous: One must take care of his health.
Corrected: One must take care of one's health .
(z) Erroneous: One should keep his own promise.
. Corrected: One should keep oné's own promise-
Rule IV. One, jt.—=**One’’ as an indefinite pro-
noun is often used instead of some noun preceded by A
. while “it” is used for some noun preceded by “*the”’
(1) Erroncous: 1 need a dictionary, but I have no money to
buy it.
Corrected: I need a dictionary, but [ have no money to

buy oné-
(2) Erroneous: Do you want the book? No, I do not want

one.
Corrected: NO, 1 do not want .

Rule V. As, that.—After wguch”’ and ‘‘as”, the
word ‘*as’’ is always used. But after «wthe same”, it is
. pot less common to uss «sthat’’. The use of **that” or
vias” after ‘‘the same’’ is guided by the following rules: =
(1) When a verb is expressed after it, we generally use
sthat’’; (2) When the verb is uaderstood, we always use

$6ag




