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GLOSSARY OF
GRAMMATICAL TERMS

Action-being A state or condition expressed by verbs that link the subject to words in
the predicate that name or modify the subject. The verbs are also known as linking
verbs.

Frank was a mail carrier.
He is unemployed now.

A small number of verbs express state or condition: verbs like be, seem, become
and the verbs that refer to the senses (look, taste, smell, sound, feel). Some verbs
express action-doing as well as action-being.

He grew thin. (action-being)
He grew potatoes. (action-doing)

Action-doing The action expressed by most verbs. Action can be seen or heard (play,
work, dance, study, sing, etc.). Action may also be internal and invisible (know,
believe, want, understand, etc.).

Active voice See Voice.

Adjective A word that modifies a noun by restricting or limiting the noun’s meaning
or by describing the noun.

Adjective clause A dependent clause acting as an adjective.

Adverb A word that modifies verbs and other modifiers. The adverb expresses rela-
tions in time, in place, and in direction, and it expresses manner, degree, affirmation,
and denial.

Adverb clause A dependent clause acting as an adverb.
Adverbial connector See Logical connective.

Agreement Between subject and verb: The present forms of all verbs and the past
forms of be must agree with the subject in number.

Between pronoun and antecedent: A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in
number, gender (male, female, nonhuman), and person.

Antecedent The noun or noun substitute that the pronoun stands for.

Appositive A word or word group (usually a noun) placed immediately after another
word or word group to add information about it. Commas set off the nonrestrictive
appositive. See Nonrestrictive modifier.

Article A limiting adjective: the indefinite article (a or an) signals an unidentified
noun; the definite article (the) signals an already identified noun.

A boy looked at an eclair in a bakery window.
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EEFDRE WE BEGGIN

Don’t be misled by the title of this book. The Grammar Game is really about
writing—about expressing ideas and relating experiences. Our goal is to help you to
become a better writer. And grammar is the means to that end.

Grammar is the study of words and how they function in the sentence. The
knowledge of grammar can therefore help you to avoid making sentence errors. But
what is more important, grammar strengthens your sentence-writing ability. This abil-
ity is the most important part of writing, for it is sentence by sentence that we build
the essays, the stories, poems, and term papers that express our ideas.

Each chapter of The Grammar Game contains a large number of exercises. It is in
doing these exercises that you transform grammar into sentence-writing ability. How-
ever, our goal is for you to become not simply good writers of sentences but good
communicators, good writers of ideas and feelings. For this reason, most of the chap-
ters in this book will include a paragraph-writing assignment. These assignments are a
place to express ideas and feelings and a place to practice the sentence-writing skills
covered in the lesson.

Grammar is not easy. It is a complex system, full of contradictions and excep-
tions. At the same time, because of the way it operates, grammar can be compared to a
game. We make this comparison in The Grammar Game because it helps to clarify a
difficult subject. Like players on a team, each word in a sentence has a specific job to
do. The word’s ending and its placement in the sentence signal what the word is doing.
As in all games, there are rules and a goal. In grammar the goal is communication.

The grammar discussed in these lessons is standard English grammar. By stan-
dard we mean something that by general agreement has been established as a model.
However, language changes, and there are variations of standard English. People who
live in the same area, people who do the same kind of work, people who have the same
national, racial, or educational background tend to talk the same way. As a result,
small differences between groups develop in vocabulary, pronunciation, and grammar.
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These differences, which we call dialects, live side by side in the same language. In the
United States there are something like seven regional variations of standard English.
Without the standard language to slow down the process of change, these dialects
might have developed into distinctly different languages.

Language change occurs not only in the United States but all over the world. In all
nations a variety of dialects are used. Usually one dialect—one used by the more edu-
cated and powerful people in the country—becomes the standard language.

We believe it is important to know the standard language. It is the language in
which developments in fields such as science, law, economics, and education have
been recorded. It is the language in which most of our lasting literature has been writ-
ten. Standard English is the language of most of our newspapers, magazines, and pro-
fessional journals. It is the language taught to foreigners, and so it is used all over the
world. We think it is to your advantage to increase your skill in using the standard
language in writing.
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