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Preface

his book is a collection of essays written by professors with

practical experience in corrections. It was written to help bridge

the gap between academia and practice. Its main purpose is to
support teaching and learning activities that integrate vicarious and
experiential learning in corrections. Few outlets are offered to social
scientists desiring to publish scholarly works using their personal
experiences. This is unfortunate given that personal employment expe-
riences of scholars constitute a valuable resource for making concrete
connections between academics and practice. Directly experiencing
“each world” increases the scholar’s ability to identify these connec-
tions. Creating this book served as an opportunity for professors to
conduct scholarly analyses using personal experiences and to counter
the impression that academic scholars are “out of touch” with the real
world. It is offered to help readers develop their abilities to connect
scholarship and practice and, by doing so, increase their power to
improve practice and make corrections work more rewarding.

Getting students to make meaningful connections between course
work and “the real world” is important to most teachers, but finding
materials that help students make these connections can be difficult.
As most students understand, applying academics and practice to one
another is a complicated task; the connections are often not readily
apparent. Like other important abilities that students are expected to
acquire, such as writing and data analysis skills, conceptualizing con-
nections between academics and practice is an ability that teachers
must develop in students. One method frequently used by instructors
is drawing from past experiences to help explain lecture material,
which is attractive because the concreteness and familiarity of per-
sonal examples make concepts clearer to students. This book employs
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the same general strategy but in a more involved and structured way;
it gives readers written detailed descriptions that they can carefully
analyze.

This book is intended primarily for adoption in college level gen-
eral corrections courses. Since the essays are narratives written in first
person, the book is highly “readable”—comprehendible at all college
levels. It is complementary to a number of corrections books, including
most introductory texts. The book is useful for students in criminology
and criminal justice and social work programs, especially those aspir-
ing to work in a corrections field, along with current practitioners.
Because authors demonstrate how to connect academics with practice,
the book could also be used in internship, practicum, and some social
work courses. Also, while the essays are elegantly written, they are the
personal reflections of accomplished scholars and thus contain insights
appropriate for advanced study. On the graduate level, the book would
work well alone or with another book in courses on correctional treat-
ment and counseling, professional applications, and special topics.
Finally, the essays contain useful and citable information, such as anec-
dotal evidence, that may be of interest to other scholars and current
practitioners.

This book has unique features intended to make it an important
contribution to criminal justice literature. Few books focus on the use
of personal experience in studying and teaching corrections. This book
reviews academic and practice knowledge garnered by individuals
who have been correctional practitioners and are now academic schol-
ars. The essays contain authors’ valuable and insightful reflections on
their efforts to achieve important objectives while they were employed
in the field. Authors use their real'world experiences to explain and
illustrate theoretical and methodological concepts and to demonstrate
approaches to practice. In retrospectively applying concepts and per-
spectives to corrections, the authors contribute significantly to the
development of a marriage between academics and practice.

While the essays are diverse with regard to topics, writing style,
and specific organization, each author includes pertinent background
information, an overview of the workplace, a narrative of experi-
ences, and conclusions or implications based on the experiences.
Spanning the three general types of correctional environments—
incarceration, community corrections, and ‘juvenile corrections—
the collection of essays discusses working in prisons or prison
systems, probation and parole, and juvenile residential and commu-
nity corrections.
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Each essay tells an interesting and important story. The essays go
beyond simple storytelling, however, as discussions of experiences are
grounded in scholarship. At the same time, they keep academic and
professional jargon to.a minimum and avoid excessive citation. The
essays are necessarily subjective, containing a great deal of advocacy
and critique, but arguments are based on concrete experience and
scholarly analysis. It is not the intention of this book as a whole to
advocate any particular views or opinions, nor to dictate practice, but
to use practical experience to illustrate concepts and demonstrate how
to connect academics and practice. Additionally, although the authors
are very frank and straightforward in narrating, evaluating, and con-
textualizing their experiences, the book is intended to be optimistic. It
is intended to help prepare future corrections workers by giving them
a view into the many possible challenges in this type of work, not to
make them pessimistic about working in corrections.

This book’s readability and “real life” analyses will help instruc-
tors generate student interest and involvement in their courses, help-
ing those that find it difficult to see the practical relevance of academic
knowledge. The essays put a “human face” on the study of correc-
tions, without sacrificing learning quality (without “dummying
down” material). They bring core corrections books to life by offering
real life professional experiences and concept applications. Students
may enjoy the book’s personal touch and appreciate its relevance to
their career interests. This book simultaneously serves two important
instructional purposes that may often seem contradictory to students:
disseminate academic knowledge and prepare them for the profes-
sional workforce.

The book contains three special pedagogical features. First, each
essay chapter begins with an Editor’s Introduction written to prepare
readers to learn from the essay. These introductions identify
general points in each essay regarding the author’s work, challenges
faced, type of scholarship applied, and overall lesson. Second, each
chapter, including the introduction and conclusion, ends with three
discussion questions. These are designed to assist instructors in devel-
oping group discussions, assignments, and exams or quizzes and assist
students with a study aid for digesting the material in the chapter.
Third, each chapter, including the introduction and conclusion, also
ends with author recommended related readings. These are intended
to help students further explore the subjects of the essays, providing
them with possible sources for papers and instructors with possible
additional readings to assign.
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Introduction

Connecting Academics and Practice
in Corrections

Lee Michael Johnson

he essays to follow are written by professors with practical

experience in corrections. Each essay contains the author’s

valuable and insightful reflections on their efforts to achieve
important objectives while employed in the field. Like academia, the
workplace is an environment in which important knowledge is pro-
duced and disseminated. The advantage of drawing from academic
scholars with practical experience in corrections is that they can com-
bine “real world” and academic knowledge and show the relevance
between the two. The authors use their real world experiences to illus-
trate theoretical and methodological concepts and to demonstrate
approaches to practice. In retrospectively applying their theories and
perspectives to corrections, the authors contribute to the development
of a bridge between academic scholarship and practice.
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This first chapter is designed to introduce the reader to the book’s
two main tasks. First, it seeks to establish the value of integrating
course work and practice by discussing some of the key benefits, dif-
ficulties, and general strategies involved in making connections
between academics and practice. Second, it provides a preview by
describing the general nature and purposes of the collection of essays,
including an identification of the types of issues covered by the
authors.

< THE VALUE OF INTEGRATING
ACADEMICS AND PRACTICE

Many if not most educators, professionals, and students would agree
that it is important to be able to make connections between academic
course work and everyday life, including professional practice. Instead
of simply hoping that students will find a way to apply what they have
learned in school after graduation, their abilities to use academic
knowledge in practice must be cultivated while they are still in school.
Relating concepts taught in courses to real world scenarios in assign-
ments, tests, and other activities is good practice for applying them
“for real” at work and in other environments. It cannot be assumed
that the ability to make connections between academics and practice
comes naturally. It can be difficult to make connections between what
is learned in courses and what happens in practice even in studies ori-
ented more toward professional practice. For example, social work
students may find it difficult to see the relevance of theory to their
experiences at internship or practicum sites (partly because of conflict-
ing goals between the agencies and the academic discipline), even
though making theory—practice connections seems to be one of the
main purposes of such programs (Lewis & Bolzan, 2007). Also, stu-
dents have their own backgrounds and theoretical orientations that
may clash with some of the people they work with or under when
entering the field, which could create interference or lack of support in
attempts to connect academics and practice. Thus, to truly understand
the usefulness of connecting academics to practice, studies must also
be directed toward learning how to apply academics to practice and
vice versa, not just about academic and practice subjects. The authors of
this collection of essays assist here by exhibiting some connections
between scholarship and practice.



