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FOREWORD

BY SIMON MURRAY

“A little nonsense now and then is relished by the wisest of men’’ — a sage once
said, and how true it is — A sense of humour is the best ‘passe-par-tout’ known
to man. It is international although it needs variation from place to place in order
to avoid local ‘taboos’. I knew a place in Africa where they used to recommend
you go for a swim because it was full of crocodiles — they thought it was hilarious
if you got chopped up — Not everybody’s cuppa — so humour needs to be coupled
to sensitivity — But it’s magic when it’s working well — It’s good for the health
— it’s an amazing device for getting out of trouble — it has been known to save
lives. It’s unequalled in its success at getting into things. It is magnetic to
invitations. It reduces temperature and it can cause buildings to collapse. There
is simply nothing that has the versatility of humour. It is manufactured — created
if you like, to provide happiness and yet it uses up no natural resources. If it
has one drawback, it is that it comes in varying qualities, from the very bad to
the very good — And the very good, certainly as far as consistency is concerned,
is sadly, rare.

Therefore, let us be thankful that among us we have Basher to provide us with
pleasure, laughter, sometimes even thoughtful humour, in a quality that is
consistently good and long may we continue to be able to laugh at ourselves.
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SIMON MURRAY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

I would like to thank the array of distinguished writers of forewords to my annual
collections who have all — quite out of the kindness of their hearts (Denys Roberts twice) —
gone out of their way to think of something polite (apart from Jimmy McGregor — an original
Tattie Bogle) to say about my cartoons — which have been appearing daily in the South China
Morning Post since January 1st 1984 and for which I offer no apology.

This year, which will see the sale of the 40,000th published ‘Basher’ cartoon book,
I would like to extend my particular thanks to Simon Murray amongst whose carefully selected
words there is no indication of any overt symptoms of legionnaire’s disease.
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November 1990

P.S. Thave been able to sleep a lot better this year knowing that Mr. Yip Yu Bun of ““The
Green Pagoda Press’’ is in charge of printing this year’s edition.
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HANG IN THERE..

. b WARDLeY

Wardley

Investment Services
(Hong Kong) Limited

12th Floor, BA Tower, 12 Harcourt Road, HongKong
Tel : Hong Kong 8479600 Fax : Hong Kong 8450226
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