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We are the players in a fascinating era, one that interconnects us with
others all around the world. With globalization and technology as

the driving forces, we find ourselves getting in closer and closer contact with
more and more people. As a result, knowing how to say at least a few words
in a language such as German is becoming an ever-more-vital tool.

Our natural curiosity to find out about other cultures motivates us to hop

on a plane and find out firsthand what everyday life is like in the German-
speaking regions: Germany, Austria, Switzerland, South Tyrol in northern
ltaly, Luxembourg, and Liechtenstein. Conducting international business in
an increasingly competitive market necessitates personal contact; hence,
more businesspeople are traveling overseas to countries like Germany, which
has the largest economy in the European Union. On a more personal level,
you may have friends, relatives, and neighbors who speak German, or you
may want to get in touch with your heritage by learning a little bit of the
language that your ancestors spoke.

Whatever your reasons for wanting to learn some German, German For
Dummies, 2nd Edition, is a terrific choice because it gives you the skills you
need for basic communication in German. We're not promising super fluency
here, but if you want to know how to greet someone, purchase a train ticket,
or order food from a menu in German, you need look no further than this
book.

About This Book

German For Dummies, 2nd Edition, is set up so that you can use it any way
you want to — as a reference to dip into for specific questions you have
about German, as a means of gaining knowledge of German in a systematic
way, or just for the fun of getting the feel for another language. Perhaps your
goal is to learn some words and phrases to help you get around when you
travel to a German-speaking country. Maybe you simply want to be able to
say “Hello, how are you?” to your German-speaking neighbor. At any rate,
you can go through this book at your own pace, reading as much or as little
at a time as you like. You don’t need to plod through the chapters in order,
either; you’re welcome to read the sections that interest you most.



