o

astering:

COLLEGE
READING

~{h ‘ ' ELRE \

il

x " 5 . -
Loow s ‘"

N

S e

"Theodore O. Knight




=

Mastering
College Reading

Theodore O. Knight

IIIII
RRRRRR
EEEEEEEEE
||||||||

Chicago ® Bogota ® Boston ® Buenos Aires ¢ Caracas
London ® Madrid ® Mexico City ® Sydney ¢ Toronto




Cover image: Detail of Norcatur, 1987 by Billy Al Bengston.
86"x136". Acrylic on canvas. © Billy Al Bengston

&% RWIN

" Concerned About Our Environment

In recognition of the fact that our company is a large end-user of fragile yet
replenishable resources, we at Irwin can assure you that every effort is made to meet
or exceed Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommendations and requirements
for a “greener” workplace. To preserve these natural assets, a number of environmental
policies, both companywide and department-specific, have been implemented. From
the use of 50% recycled paper in our textbooks to the printing of promotional materials
with recycled stock and soy inks to our office paper recycling program, we are commit-
ted to reducing waste and replacing environmentally unsafe products with safer
alternatives.

© Richard D. Irwin, Inc., 1995

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy-
ing, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the publisher.

Senior developmental editor: Jean Roberts

Senior marketing manager: Lynn M. Kalanik

Project editor: Denise Santor-Mitzit

Production manager: Pat Frederickson

Cover Designer: Jeanne M. Rivera

Compositor: Rock, Paper, Scissors

Typeface: 10/12 Palatino

Printer: RR. Donnelley and Sons Company

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Knight, Theodore, O.
Mastering College Reading / Theodore O. Knight.
p-cm.
ISBN 0-256-14565-2
1. Reading (Higher education) 2. Reading comprehension
L Title.
LB2365.22.R4K65 - 1995
428.4'071—dc20 94-26923

Printed in the United States of America
1234567890D010987654



Preface

No matter what the subject, effective college-level learning is determined
to a large extent by a student’s effectiveness as an independent, critical
reader. Having been accustomed to the close support and guidance of a
teacher during the earlier phases of their education, college students are
often initially unprepared to read and absorb on their own the large quan-
tities of written information they are routinely assigned.

A great deal is expected of college readers: Not only must they read
difficult material independently and fully comprehend its content. They
are also expected to interpret what they read and to decide how to use it
for their own educational purposes. Finally, they are expected to think crit-
ically about what they read—to judge or evaluate content and reasoning,
to incorporate what they read into their own thinking, and to apply what
they have read to further reading and study.

Mastering College Reading will help students to master their college
reading assignments by teaching the skills they need in order to read effec-
tively and efficiently. The lessons and exercises in this text are designed to
help students to move from literal comprehension—that is, an under-
standing of the information as it appears on the page—to interpretive and
critical comprehension—that is, the ability to form new ideas based on
what they read and to judge or evaluate the information they receive
through reading.

What Benefits Will Students Gain from This Book?

Learning how to read effectively and efficiently is an important key to col-
lege success. Unless students are able to independently master the materi-
al they are required to read, they are at a severe disadvantage.
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« Students will develop and expand their reading comprehension
skills by understanding the relationship between the form and the
content of what they read.

+ Students will learn to identify the four basic forms of nonfiction
writing and how to read each of them most effectively.

» Astudent’s purpose as the reader of a particular piece of writing
may not always coincide exactly with the writer’s original purpose
in writing it. Students will learn to fully understand what the
writer has to communicate and to grasp what they need to learn to
fulfill their own purposes as readers.

+ Effective reading includes comprehending what a writer suggests
or implies as well as what is stated directly. Students will learn how
to interpret what they read.

+ Students will learn how to read and think critically—how to judge
and evaluate what they read.

« Finally, students will apply the full range of skills they have
learned to actual full-length reading selections, all relating to one
of the many elements of the college experience.

Who Can Use This Book?

Mastering College Reading is for students in developmental reading courses
in community colleges, four-year schools, and career schools. It is
designed for students who are proceeding directly into a program from
high school as well as for older students who are returning to school. This
text can also be used in reading classes, learning centers, skills labs, and
communications classes.

Mastering College Reading is written for students who feel they lack the
reading skills needed for college learning. The text is designed to provide
lessons in the full range of important higher-level comprehension skills
needed for student success.

How to Use This Book

The lessons in Mastering College Reading provide instruction in a series of
increasingly sophisticated reading skills, beginning with word decoding
skills and basic comprehension, going on to skills in interpretation, and
concluding with critical reading and thinking skills. For most students, the
lessons and exercises should be studied in the order in which they are pre-
sented in the book. Students using this text in a learning center or skills lab
may find that their instructor wishes to assign only selected appropriate
skills lessons.



Preface v

Each lesson in Parts 1 through 4 of this book contains short exercises.
The exercises in Parts 2 through 4 consist of one or more reading selections
a few paragraphs long, followed by a variety of questions. The questions
that follow the exercise selections are designed to reinforce the particular
skill taught in that lesson.

Part 5 of Mastering College Reading is a collection of reading selections
of various lengths, all relating to one of the many elements of the college
experience. Each selection is followed by questions and activities designed
to encourage students to apply the skills they have learned in the earlier
lessons. The questions following each selection are short answer or multi-
ple choice and are designed to be completed by all students. The Reading
and Thinking Critically activities that follow the questions call for more
extended and varied responses. Some are appropriate for homework
assignments. Many can form the basis for class discussions, group work,
or in-class assignments. It is not intended that all students do all the activi-
ties following each selection.

The questions and activities following the reading selections draw on
all of the skills taught in the lessons in the earlier parts. Most instructors
will want students to complete all the lessons in Parts 1 through 4 before
assigning the selections in Part 5.

Theodore O. Knight
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To the Student

One of the first things that most students discover about their college
studies is the large amount of reading and studying they are expected to
do. College instructors usually expect a minimum of two hours of study
time for every hour of class time. Surveys show that the average college
course requires about 80 pages of outside reading per week. Lectures, dis-
cussions, writing and problem-solving assignments, laboratory, shop, and
field-work assignments all have a significant part to play in your college
education; but if you cannot read effectively, you are operating under a
major handicap.

Learning to read well is a long-term process. For most of us, formal
instruction in reading ended after the first few years in elementary school.
As your education has progressed, however, the material you want to read
has become longer and more complex. To continue to fully understand
what you read, you have probably found that you must constantly hone
and add to your skills as a reader. You have also probably found that fully
comprehending what you read means thinking about it in ways that you
did not before. College reading requires you to respond to what you read
in a variety of ways: You must fully understand the content of what you
read, of course. But in classes in many subjects you are also expected to
interpret and analyze both the information presented and the style and
structure the writer uses to present that information. You are often expect-
ed to evaluate the accuracy and usefulness of the material you read. And
you are frequently expected to develop your own thoughts based upon
what you read.

Look at the chart that follows and ask yourself which column
describes you as a reader.

ix



To the Student

Effective Reader Ineffective Reader
« You figure out the meaning « You skip over or ignore unfa-
of unfamiliar words using miliar words.
the context, word analysis, or « You don’t see how some
the dictionary. ideas connect with others. Some
« Asyouread, the writer’s ideas details seem completely uncon-
connect with one another and nected.
make sense. » You can’t predict where the
+ You can see where the writer - writer is going.
is going. + You don’t know why you are
« You know why you are reading the material or you
reading the material. can’t tell what it has to do with
« You can express the major ideas what you need to learn.
in the material in your own » To summarize what you have
words. read, you need to reread and

repeat the writer’s words.

This book has two important things to teach you.

First, you will discover that effective reading—especially reading of
college-level material—is an activity which you, as the reader, must active-
ly control and direct. Effective reading is as much about what goes on in
your mind as you read as it is about your basic understanding of the
words and sentences as they are printed on the page. It's about remember-
ing what you read a few paragraphs or many pages ago and connecting it
to what you are reading now. It's about exploring the relationship between
your own knowledge and experience and the new knowledge and experi-
ences the writer is communicating to you.

Second, and equally as important, you will learn that reading effec-
tively is not a single activity which is always done in the same way. You
must use different skills to read different kinds of written material. This
book is designed to teach you how to actively control and direct your
reading in order to learn well. It will also teach you how to recognize dif-
ferent kinds of reading material and how to apply the appropriate skills
for reading whatever you are assigned in your college courses.

Your goal as a student is to read effectively—to completely under-
stand and to apply the information and ideas contained in what you have
read—in other words, to learn. To be completely effective as a reader, you
must be able to go beyond a basic understanding of what you read.
You must be able to interpret what you read, to analyze what the writer
has given you and combine it with what you already know. Finally, you
must also be able to evaluate what you read. You must know how to apply
clear thinking and good judgment in determining the accuracy of
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what you read and its usefulness for your educational purposes.
Mastering College Reading is designed to teach you all of these higher-level
comprehension skills.

An Effective Attitude toward Reading

The first key to effective college reading is your own awareness of yourself
as a reader while you are reading. In any piece of writing the author writes
with a purpose in mind. In order to learn, you must read with your own
purpose in mind. A writer adopts certain forms and strategies in order to
achieve a purpose. As a reader, you must understand these forms and
strategies and then apply the appropriate skills in order to effectively read
what the writer has written.

Compare the following characteristics that identify an effective reader
with your own attitude as a reader:
Alertness: An alert reader pays constant, close attention to both what a
writer is saying and how it is being said. In order to master your college
reading assignments, you must become a close reader. Reading closely
doesn’t mean reading slowly or focusing great attention on each and
every word of the material. Reading closely means that you must actively
and intensively apply your thought and attention to the material. You
must think about every aspect of what the writer is saying. And you
must consider what the writer has left unstated but expects you to under-
stand anyway.
Flexibility: A flexible reader has a broad range of reading and thinking
skills and applies the appropriate ones, depending on what the writer is
saying and how it is being said.
Independence: Although alertness and flexibility contribute to making
you a good reader, to be truly effective as a reader you must exercise your
own reasoning abilities and your own critical judgment. You must weigh
the facts and opinions offered by the writer. You must evaluate the evi-
dence the writer offers to support his or her statements. And, finally, you
must think for yourself about the topic, whatever it may be.

Effective Reading Skills

The second key to effective reading is the development of reading skills
that directly deal with the particular form and content of the material you
are required to read. All written material takes one of four broad forms—
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or is a mixture of several of these forms—depending on the writer’s pur-
pose in writing. If you understand and can identify these forms in what
you read, then you have one key to reading them effectively. This book
will help you learn and develop the skills you must master to effectively
deal with the entire range of reading material you will encounter, whatev-
er your program of studies may be. '

Effective reading is a big task, and reading effectively is a vital learn-
ing skill in all areas of college study—and ultimately in all careers and
professions. The goal of this book is to teach you the mental attitude and
the comprehension, interpretation, and thinking skills that are essential if
you are to master the reading required in college courses. Effective reading
is based on only a small number of attitudes and skills. If you study the
lessons in this book, complete the exercises, and apply what you learn in
reading the selections in Part 5, you will have the tools you need to read
and learn successfully.
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PART

Vocabulary

Introduction

There is nothing more fundamental to becoming an effective reader than
building a good vocabulary. In order to build an effective reading vocabu-
lary, as you read you need to be constantly aware of words and their many
shades of meaning. The more you understand the power of words and
how they are used, the more effective your reading will be.

General Vocabulary and Subject Vocabulary

There are two kinds of words you need to become familiar with as a
student if you want to read and learn effectively. A general vocabulary is
made up of words that everyone should become thoroughly familiar with,
no matter what they are reading or studying. A subject vocabulary is
made up of the specialized words that relate to the particular subject you
are studying. For example, optimum, mediate, and gestate are words that
should be in your general vocabulary. Titrate, however, is a word that you
would need to know if you were studying chemistry, and a writ is some-
thing that you would learn about if you were studying law.

Subject vocabulary words are best learned through memory and
frequent use. Here is a technique many successful students use to learn
new subject vocabulary words: When you encounter an unfamiliar new
term in your reading, immediately write it on one side of a small index
card or slip of paper. On the other side, write down the definition of the
word. (If you cannot find the definition of the word in the material you are
reading, there are special subject dictionaries for most areas of college
study. The reference section of your school or local library is the place to
look for subject dictionaries.)



