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EDITORIAL NOTE

Comrade Zhu De was a great Marxist, proletarian revolutionary
and strategist and an outstanding leader of the Chinese Communist
Party, the Chinese people’s army and the People’s Republic of China.
In China’s democratic and socialist revolutions and in its socialist
construction, he applied the universal truth of Marxism to the solution
of practical problems China faced in the people’s war, the building
of the people’s army, Party building and economic development. He
made brilliant contributions to the formation and development of Mao
Zedong Thought, especially of Mao Zedong’s military thinking.

To assist our readers in their study of Marxism-Leninism and Mao
Zedong Thought, the history of the Chinese revolution and China’s
national construction and the life and thought of Comrade Zhu De, we
have edited for publication the Selected Works of Zbu De. In his
tevolutionary career, Comtade Zhu De gained rich practical
experience, and he wrote many works, especially on military issues.
This volume contains the most important ones, many of which are
published here for the first time.

Writings which were published during Comrade Zhu De’s lifetime
or whose manuscripts are available are reproduced here in their
original form with a minimum of editing for language or to correct
factual errors. Transcripts of speeches, however, have been edited.

Editorial Committee for Party
Literature, Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China

May 1983






CONTENTS

HOW TO FORGE AN INVINCIBLE RED ARMY (July 1931)

THE GREAT VICTORY AND LESSONS OF THE HUANGBEI AND
DONGBEI CAMPAIGNS (May 28, 1933)

SOME BASIC PRINCIPLES CONCERNING TACTICS (1933)

Ik

(7
24

A LETTER TO CHEN JITANG ON THE QUESTION OF RESISTING '

JAPANESE AGGRESSION AND OPPOSING CHIANG KAI-SHEK
(September 1934)

TELEGRAMS CONCERNING THE CAMPAIGN INVOLVING FOUR
CROSSINGS OF THE CHISHUI RIVER (January-April 193s)

NOTICE OF THE CHINESE WORKERS AND PEASANTS' RED ARMY
(May 1935)

ON ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLA WAR (193%)

General Theory
Section 1. Importance of Guerrilla Warfare to the Self-Defence War
Against Japanese Aggression
Section II. Essential Elements of the Anti-]Japanese Guerrilla War

TACTICS OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE GUERRILLAS
Section I. General Principles
Section II. Principles for Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Activities

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE EIGHTH ROUTE ARMY IN THE FIRST
TWO YEARS OF THE ANTI-JAPANESE WAR (July 7, 1930) ‘

27

30

40
41
41

41
49

66
66

TR

THE ART WORK IN NORTH CHINA’S PROPAGANDA WAR IN THE

PAST THREE YEARS (July 24, :949) |
MAKE SCIENCE SERVE THE WAR OF RESISTANCE'(Aygm: 3, 1941)

THE SITUATION IN THE ENEMY’S REAR AND THE QUES’I‘ION OF

- MILITIA BUILDING (November 1941)
MOURN COMRADE ZUO QUAN (June 15, 1942)

CONGRATULATE DIVISIONAL COMMANDER LU BOCHENG ON H'IS

50TH BIRTHDAY (December 16, 1942) -
REVOLUTIONARY ARMY DISCIPLINE (April 16, 1943) N -
WE HAVE THE MEANS TO FIGHT ON TILL VICTORY (July s, 1943)
MILITARY TRAINING MUST BE REALISTIC (Augwst 18, 1943) = = °
TRAINING AND LEADING THE TROOPS (October 16, :943)
MEMORIES OF MY MOTHER (April 5, 1944) . .

1



8 ZHU DE

HEROISM OF THE EIGHTH ROUTE AND NEW FOURTH ARMIES
(July 7, 1944)

SPEECH AT A FORUM ON THE WRITING OF THE HISTORY OF THE
RED ARMY'S FIRST ARMY GROUP (1944)

THE BATTLE FRONT IN THE LIBERATED AREAS (April 25, 1945)
I. Eight Years of the War of Resistance

II. The Battle Front of the Liberated Areas

Opening the Fronts in the Liberated Areas

Three Periods in the War of Resistance in the Liberated Areas

Glorious Sacrifices, Great Achievements

Experience Gained by the Liberated Areas in the War of Resistance
IlI. The Military Line Adopted by the Chinese People for the

War of Resistance

‘Two Different Military Lines

The Principles of Army Building

Recruitment

Maintaining the Army

Leading the Army

Training the Army

Conducting the War

Political Work in the Army

The Army Command

Equipment and Other Problems

Strong Main Forces and Strong Reserves

Breaking Up the Puppet Troops

IV. Our Future Military Tasks

"Military Tasks Throughout the Nation
Our Military Tasks in Areas Under Japanese Occupation
Our Military Tasks in the Liberated Ateas

V. Conclusion

VIEWS ON SETTING UP MORTAR  UNITS AND ON ARMAMENT
PRODUCTION (August 6, r94s)

ORDER TO YASUJI OKAMURA TO SURRENDER (August 15, r194s)
LETTER TO MISS AGNES SMEDLEY (July 1, 1946)

GREETINGS TO GENERAL ‘GAO SHUXUN ON THE FIRST AN-
NIVERSARY OF HIS REVOLT (October 30, 1946)

THE TEN MAJOR TASKS OF 1947 (January 1, 1947)
ON THE QUESTION OF CADRES (Jure ro, 1947) .

121

129
141
143

148
148
151
154
156

160

160
163
166
167
169
170
173
176
177
178
(79
(81
182

182
184
185

(88

(g1
192
194

196
200
208



CONTENTS

SPEECH AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE NATIONAL LAND
CONFERENCE (July 17, 1947)

ARMY WORK MUST FOLLOW THE MASS LINE (September 7, 1947)
TELEGRAMS ON THE SHIJIAZHUANG CAMPAIGN (October-November

1947)
VIEWS ON THE ECONOMIC WORK IN CENTRAL HEBEI (November

1947)

THE CAPTURE OF SHIJTAZHUANG: ITS SIGNIFICANCE AND OUR
EXPERIENCE AND LESSONS (December 1, 1947)

A LETTER TO THE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND COMRADE
MAO ZEDONG (December 10, 1947)

THE PRESENT SITUATION AND THE BUILDING OF OUR ARMY
(May 14, 1948) |
FOUR TALKS AT THE WAR BRIEFING MEETINGS HELD BY THE

OPERATIONS BUREAU OF THE CHINESE PEQPLE’'S LIBERATION
ARMY HEADQUARTERS (Augmt-November 1948)

SPEECH AT THE WOMEN’S WORK CONFERENCE IN THE LIBERAT-
ED AREAS (September 20, 1948)

THE DOMESTIC SITUATION AND POINTS FOR ATI'ENTION AFTER
CROSSING THE CHANGJIANG RIVER (April 11, 1949)

210

21%
218

22t
228

234

237

249
258

264

A FEW QUESTIQNS CONCERNING TRADE UNION WORK (July 23,

1949)

CLOSING SPEECH AT THE FIRST PLENARY SESSION OF THE

CHINESE PEOPLE'S POLITICAL CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE
(September 30, 19 49)

ORDER OF THE GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE CHINESE
PEOPLE’S LIBERATION ARMY (October 1, 1949)

SPEECH AT THE JOINT CONFERENCE ON WATER CONSERVATION
IN THE LIBERATED AREAS (November 8, 1949)

BUILD A POWERFUL PEOPLE’'S AIR FORCE (March 10, 1950)
STRENGTHEN INSPECTION OF PARTY DISCIPLINE (May 6, 1950)

GLORIOUS TASKS OF THE COMBAT HEROES AND MODEL WORK-
ERS (September 25, 1950)

MARCH INTO TIBET, CONSOLIDATE NATIONAL DEFENCE (May 25,
1951)
BUILD THE NAVY, DEFEND OUR COASTS (September 11, 1951)

UNIFY THE TRAINING PLAN AND SPEED UP THE BUILDING OF
A MODERN AND REGULARIZED ARMY (September 24, 1951)

THE DECISIVE ROLE OF SKILLS IN BUILDING THE ARMOURED
FORCE (October 26, 1951)

STUDY IS THE MAIN TASK FOR OUR YOUTH (July 2, 1953)

TASKS OF INSPECTION OF PARTY DISCIPLINE IN THE TRANSI-
TION PERIOD (November 11, 1953)

Pyl

278

280
284
288

300

304
306

309

314
316

3I8



10 ZHU DE

HELP THE HANDICRAFTSMEN ORGANIZE AND TAKE THE SO-
CIALIST ROAD (December 4, 1953)

SPEECH AT THE NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS HELD IN THE PLA
MILITARY ACADEMY (April 25, 1954)

SPEECH AT THE THIRD COMMENDATION MEETING OF THE PLA
RAILWAY ENGINEERING CORPS (May 14, 1954)

HANDICRAFT PRODUCERS' CO-OPERATIVES MUST BE WELL RUN
(December 24, 1954)

STRENGTHEN UNITY AND BUILD SOCIALISM (September 17, 1956)

IN COMMEMORATION OF DR. SUN YAT-SEN, GREAT TEACHER OF
- CHINA’S DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION (November 11, 1956)

REPORT ON AN INSPECTION TOUR (April 18, 1957)
THIRTY GREAT AND GLORIOUS YEARS (July 31, 1957)

ATTENTION MUST BE PAID TO STEPPING UP THE ECONOMIC DE-
VELOPMENT OF THE MOUNTAINOUS AREAS (November 18, 1957)

DEVELOP HANDICRAFT PRODUCTION TO MEET THE PEOPLE’S
NEEDS (December 16, 1957)

MANAGING THE HOUSEHOLD WITH DILIGENCE AND THRIFT
(December 17, 1957) |

REMARKS ON RURAL CANTEENS (February 19s9-May 1961)
REMINISCENCES OF THE REVOLUTION OF 1911 (October 10, 196r)

CORRECT “LEFT” DEVIATIONS, RESTORE AND DEVELOP PRO-
DUCTION (February 3, 1962)

FROM THE NANCHANG UPRISING TO THE JINGGANG MOUNTAINS
(June 1962) .

NOTES

325
330
334

338
341

349

353
360

368

3N
375

381

392

398

406



HOW TO FORGE AN INVINCIBLE
RED ARMY

July 1931

Forging an invincible Red Army is one of the most urgent and
vital tasks now facing the Party. Such an army must have the following
six basic characteristics:

First, the class identity of the army should be safeguarded.

The Red Army is an army of workegs and peasants, and can be
considered the army of the entire la.bounng people. The historical
task of the Red Army is to seize political power, establish and con-
solidate the workers’ and peasants’ Soviet regime! and liberate the
proletariat and all other labouring people, both politically and econom-
ically. To fulfil this historical task, the class identity of the Red
Army must be safeguarded, that is to say, only the lahouring masses
of workers and peasants are qualified to join.

The Chinese Red Army has grown with the expansion of the
agrarian tevolution. Most of its soldiers are farm labourers and, poor
and middle peasants who have benefited from this revolution. Its
military cadres, and especially its leading p011t1cal cadres, should
come primarily from among the advanced urban proletarians. Farm
labourers’ unions and poor peasants’ leagues in the countryside, and
urban trade union councils in particular, should periodically send
members who have a firm political stand to the Red Army in order
to strengthen and expand it. This applies all the more to guerrilla
and Red Guard activists who are experienced in struggle, as both
present and past experience has shown.

Second, there should be unconditional leadershlp by the Com-

munist Party.

This article, slightly abridged here, was first published in instalments in Nos. 2
and 3, July 1931, of the journal Combat, the organ of the Soviet Area Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. -
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.

The Communist Party is the vanguard of the proletariat. Only
under its correct leadership can the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army
fulfil its great historical task. The guerrilla war waged before the
emergence of the Red Army was also led by the Communist Party.
By adopting the correct tactics of carrying out the agrarian revolution
and winning over the masses, the Communist Party has gradually
transformed the guerrilla forces into the Red Army, which it is
expanding and strengthening step by step. It has begun to organize
large-scale revolutionary warfare in order to put an end to the con-
stant fighting among warlords, spread the Soviet movement, establish
stable revolutionary base areas and set up a central government. Only
under the leadership of the Communist Party can the Red Army
determinedly fulfil this great and difficult task by correctly co-ordinat-
ing all the revolutionary forces in the country, acquiring a true
understanding of the relationship between the world revolution and
the Chinese revolution and working out a successful strategy.

The liquidationists? claim that the agrarian revolution owes its
development to the peasants’ leadership over the proletarians, that
is, the leadership of those in the countryside over those in the c1t1es
They even vilify the Red Army as “a gang of bandits and gangsters
that will soon be eliminated. They simply deny that the Red Army
was established and has grown under the direct leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party, and that it is being further strengthened
and expanded with the deepemng of the agratian revolution and the
support of the poor rural masses. If the Kuommtang and the im-
perialists have realized that the Red Army is a great revolutionary
armed force born under the direct leadership of the Communist Party,
we, from our own class standpoint, should be all the more clear about
this. We must ensure that the military command in the Red Army,
and particularly political training and the system of political commis-
sars, be under the undivided leadership of the Communist Party.

The vanguard of the proletariat — that is, the Communist Party —
exercises its leadership in the Red Army through the Army’s political
commissars and political departments. The political departments,
directed by political commissars, are part of our Soviet political
apparatus and implement the Party’s political line and discipline in
the Red Army. Thus the work of Party organizations in the Red
Army should be directed by the polxtlcal commissars and political
departments. It is clearly stipulated in the No. 1 directive issued to
the Red Army by the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
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Party that political commissars in the Red Army are representatives
of the central Soviet regime and of the Party, and that they therefore
bear the same responsibilities as military commanders for strengthening
discipline, raising political consciousness and increasing combat effec-
tiveness among the troops. The Party and Youth League organiza-
tions have as their main tasks the raising of the political consciousness
of the Red fighters and of the masses, and the strengthening of the
army’'s combat effectiveness and discipline. Because the political
commissars bear overall responsibility for the army, they also bear
responsibility for the Party organizations.

We can set up an effective system of political commissars in the
Red Army and ensure correct Parcty leadership only by following the
above-mentioned directive. Further, the Party should pay great heed
at all levels to the selection of political commissars. They should be
the most loyal, brave and firm Communists, with a high level of class
consciousness; the best cadres of worker origin should be trained to
serve as political commissars. Only by doing these things can we
consolidate the correct leadership of the Party in the Red Army and
build the Red Army into one of iron strength.

Third, importance should be attached to political training.

The fundamental difference between the Red Army’s political
training and that of the bourgeois army lies in the fact that the Red
Army opposes the bourgeois practice of turning political training into
a means of blurring class consciousness or into fine-sounding but empty
phrases that transcend class. In the Red Army, political training is
aimed at awakening and raising the proletarian consciousness of com-
manders and fighters so that they will be aware of their own interests,
apply themselves to the political tasks of their own class and fight
resolutely against the enemy, thus achieving the goal of destroying the
enemy and liberating their own class. If we are to forge an invincible
Red Army, we should first of all make the commanders and fighters
fully believe in the leadership of the Communist Party; they should
be made to understand that the Communist Party is duty-bound to
guide the alliance of the workers and peasants, that the proletariat
has to play the leading role in the revolution, that the class nature
of the revolutionary war is the liberation of the workers, peasants and
other labouring people throughout the country, and that their active
fulfilment of the tasks in the war is for the purpose of achieving
overall victory; they should be made to understand that the masses
possess great strength and that the Red Army must keep close ties
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with them; they should also be made to understand that complete
victory in the present stage of the Chinese revolution depends on the
co-ordination of the revolutionary efforts in four respects: expansion
of the Red Army, and insurrections by the wotkers, by the peasants
and by the soldiers. Above all, they should keep abreast of current
developments in the Chinese revolution and be clear about its prospects
and the current upswing in the Chinese and world revolutions. They
should realize that political and economic tension and panic in the
enemy camp as a whole are favourable to the Chinese revolution,
and they should be fully convinced that the Red Army under the
leadership of the Communist Party can defeat the counter-revolu-
tionary Kuomintang and imperialism, which are now on the decline.

To acquire such a firm political belief is to grasp an invisible and
invincible weapon and to lay the spiritual foundation for forging an
invincible Red Army. When we have done this, we can overcome
any difficulty in the course of the revolution, survive any fierce struggle
and grow more courageous with each battle until we achieve final
victory.

Fourth, there must be advanced military techniques.

Technology advances day by day, assuming an increasingly im-
portant role in warfare and requiring more sophisticated training.
‘Moreover, developments in technology requite changes in general
tactics.

China, although it is technologically backward, began employing
advanced military techniques more than half a century ago. Tactics
learned from the Japanese and Germans have been applied for almost
as long. It is true that for now the tactics and techniques employed by
the Chinese warlords lag far behind those of the imperialists, but with
the latter constantly giving military supplies and assistance to the
former, the war in China has gradually been modernized. New weap-
ons are being introduced from different countries and are becoming
more and more sophisticated. It is, therefore, imperative for the
Red Army to develop tactics superior to the enemy’s and to learn to
use new weapons so that we can wield them as soon as they are cap-
tured from the enemy.

In the course of protracted guerrilla warfare, the Chinese Red
Army has gained a lot of tactical experience. It particularly learned
a good deal in mountain combat in south China, and it deveioped a
vigorous offensive spirit. But as the scale of the modern revolutionary
war grows, it 1s no longer enough to charge forward bravely, and the
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current level of our fighting experience is inadequate to meet objective
needs. We must, therefore, make a special effort to speed up the
development of tactics. We must prepare to fight on a nationwide
scale and to fight directly against the imperialists. Actually, the Red
Army has exchanged fire with the imperialists’ cannons and planes on
many occasions at Longzhou and Changsha and along the middie
reaches of the Changjiang River.? -

The decision of the Revolutionary Military Commission of the
Party Central Committee to change the organizational structure of the
Red Army has strengthened its combat effectiveness. In the new edi-
tion of the Red Army manual, all formalistic contents have been re-
moved and emphasis has been put on attacks on field fortifications.
This has been done to meet the needs arising from the expansion of
the revolution and to herald the development of tactics and techniques
for an invincible Red Army. T |

Fifth, there must be voluntary observance of strict discipline, .

The Red Army’s code of discipline accords with the class interests,
the interests of the revolution and the overall needs of the revolu-
tionary struggle. Discipline in the Red Army applies equally to both
commanders and soldiers. This is entirely different from discipline in
the White army, which is meant solely to oppress the soldiers. In the
Red Army, discipline is definitely not maintained by beating and
swearing. It is established on the basis of proletarian unity and is
voluntarily observed through mutual supervision and encouragement
in the spirit of self-criticism and education. In struggles against the
encmy, the Red Army men not only act in unison but also share
the same determination; they do not jeopardize the interests of their
class and the revolution, but struggle for them and even are prepared
to lay down their lives for them.

By fostering and heightening the spirit of conscientiously observing
discipline, we turn the loyalty, courage and sense of discipline of in-
dividual commanders and fighters into universal qualities throughout
the army. The Red Army will be iron-strong if its discipline is con-
scientiously observed.

Sixth, there must be centralized command and unified training.

The Red Army is a special organization of the Soviet political
power. It must not only fulfil the tasks of the workers’ and peasants’
democratic revolution but also serve as the mainstay in the building
and safeguarding of socialism. It must fight not only the troops of
the domestic warlords but also those of the imperialists, which are
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armed with the most modern weapons and are better organized. The
Red Army must, therefore, greatly improve its own organizational
structure so as to adapt itself to the new circumstances under which it
has to fight. We must institute unified training and centralized com-
mand. All actions taken by the Red Army should be as concentrated
as possible in order to wipe out the armed forces of its class enemy.
But here I would like to re-emphasize that the Red Army’s combat
effectiveness hinges not only on military techniques but mainly on its
class consciousness and its political influence — on mobilizing the
broad masses of workers and peasants to destroy the enemy troops.

Finally, I would like to emphasize that the forging of an invincible
Red Army involves a process of struggle. It is now more necessary
than ever for us to review and systematize the experience gained in
the past period of the Red Army’s struggle and, in accordance with
the needs outlined above, build and expand an iton-strong Red Army
and accomplish its great historical task.
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