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Change in JFL Learners’ Use of Final Particle ne from Prolonged Use of Online
Chat: Focusing on Obligatory ne versus Optional ne

FUNATO Haruna

This study investigates how JFL learners’ use of the final particle ne changes from prolonged use
of online chat, and whether the change appears in oral conversation as well. To clarify the use of fi-
nal particle ne in more detail, this study focuses not only on actual instances of ne, but also on the
non-use of ne when its use is obligatory.

The results show that in initial chat sessions, compared to native speakers, learners had a consid-
erably lower frequency of ne altogether, but a greater frequency of optional re. Furthermore, utter-
ances that could be viewed as the non-use of obligatory ne were also frequently observed.

After 12 weeks of chat sessions with native speakers, the learners’ use of ne, especially obligato-
ry ne, increased. On the other hand, the utterances that could be viewed as non-use of obligatory ne

decreased. Similar change was also indicated in oral conversation.

(Ochanomizu University)
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