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The history of the Catholic Church in Taiwan indigenous
society is an important part of Taiwan history. In the past few
decades of rising indigenous awareness, the Church has
contributed to the preservation of culture and transmission of
languages and cultural norms.

This book introduces the history of the Catholic mission
among indigenous people in Taiwan, outlines the present
situation and explores future possibilities, thus demonstrating
the vitality and creativity of the Taiwan aboriginal Catholic
Community.
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Preface

This book is entitled Church Alive. It main purpose is to
introduce the past years of evangelisation, the present situation
and future prospects. Having looked through it I feel deeply
moved because this book will enable future generations to
appreciate the beginnings of the Church among aboriginal
people. In the past the indigenous people of Taiwan lacked a
written script and many traditions and much wisdom was passed
on orally but in the process a lot of valuable historical material
has been lost. Now that we have received an education and learnt
a script (Chinese) we are able to record the history and culture of
the past. This is a great gift of grace from God to the indigenous
people of today.

The authors of the book have given their all, considering the
paucity of written records, to go all over Taiwan to record and
arrange the stories of elderly priests, religious and catechists so
as to write down the history of the Catholic mission among
indigenous people. When over fifty years' ago the indigenous
people of Taiwan received the Gospel, it gave them the
confidence, strength and wisdom to face the challenges of the
future. This is what God has accomplished through the work of
priests, religious and native catechists. Their work is a witness
to the vitality of the Church. Besides the witness of the Church,
this book also looks at the contribution of the indigenous church
in Taiwan in other fields: art, education, social welfare, as well
as the contribution of native priests and religious. The book has
also not forgotten the contribution of the laity, since many tribal

leaders, musicians and interpreters as well as journalists and
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others active in various fields have also been interviewed. They
have shared their living witness too. There is also an
introduction to some indigenous social organizations whose
mutual help can confirm that that the Church has indeed done
great things among the indigenous people.

Although the indigenous people only comprise a small
percentage of the total population of Taiwan, yet 80% are
Christian (Catholic or Protestant) and they are very active in the
Church. What role can Christian indigenous people play in

Taiwan society today? How can their special contribution be of

service to the Church, for instance in the field of inculturation

what can they bring to the Church that is unique so that the
Church becomes even more alive? These two questions deserve

thinking about.

John Baptist Tseng
Auxiliary Bishop of Hualien

Chairman of Chinese Regional Catholic Bishops' Conference

Commission for Aborigine Apostolate




