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Here, the sun rises over the mountains in the east, describing a giant arc in the sky before
sinking into the sea on the west. Toyama—a divinely endowed “theater in the round.”
Situated between longitude 36°16" and 36°59’, Toyama Prefecture lies almost in the center
of Japan's main island of Honshu. Although one of the smaller of Japan's 47 prefectures,
Toyama is rich in unspoiled natural beauty. To the north lie the indigocolored waters of
the Sea of Japan, extending to a depth of a thousand meters in places. Just a few
kilometers in.from the coast, the Tateyama Mountain Range soars 3,000 meters into the
air, reaching a height of 4,000 meters above the seabed.

An abundance of life forms thrives in all parts of the prefecture, from the open plains
near the sea to the wooded hills and forested mountains behind them. Here and there, the
steep alpine slopes are bathed by miniature waterfalls of crystal-clear water, a bounteous
gift of nature that sustains life in small mountain hamlets and the towns and villages in
the plains below. Surrounded by the mountains on one side and the mysterious sea on the
other, the people here radiate a special warmth born of a closeness with nature. It is
nature that defines the rhythms of life: the thawing of the snow in spring heralds the start
of the lion-dance festival: the warmth of the summer sun stimulates the yearning to climb
mountains: the cool breeze of autumn beckons out the performers of the owara folk dance;
the relentless snowfalls of winter focus the mind on the harsher side of life, demanding
patience and endurance. Here is nature in all its awe-inspiring beauty. Toyama— where
human culture and nature blend in harmonious unity.
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Snow melts and begins to trickle.
Water nymphs skip down

mountains and across fields,
SPRING

For all new life, an ode to joy

Arousing the sleeping earth,

Stimulating life, color and poetry.

Resounds across the heavens.
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VD F4F37  Spring in the Tateyama Mountains,

A snow grouse, survivor of the Ice Age, stands atop the world.
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Spring in Murododaira

KT 1, wihz D2 BN JE 72T ¢
Trekking in file, lured by the majestic Symphony of the Gods.

< |1 wHYs  The sun, giant ball of fire.rises above the mountains.
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A priest offers blessings for the opening of the Tateyvama-Kurobe

Alpine Route.
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